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The Bishop. 
Will you be ready, with all faithful diligence, .... 
TO use both private monitions and exhortations, as 
well to the sick as to the whole, within your Cures, 

AS NEED shall REQUIRE, AND OCCASION BB GIYBNf 
answer.— I WILL, THE LORD BEING MY HELPER. 

Tbk Ordkrino of Priksts. 
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TO ALL 

BISHOPS, PRIESTS, AND DEACONS 

OF THE 

Catj^oltc aM 9po£(tolu €i^mcf) of (Cnglanti, 

AND OF TH08S 

BEANCHES OF CHRIST'S HOLT CHURCH 

IN COMMUNION THEREWITH, 

WHO FAITHFULLY LABOUR 

IN 

VISITINO THE SICK AND MINISTERING TO THE AFFLICTED, 



C|)t£t Kook, 



IN THE HOPE THAT THE LORD OF THE CHURCH WILL BLESS 

THE OFFERING TO THE MORE EFFECTUAL DISCHARGE OF 

THESE SOLEMN AND ARDUOUS DUTIES, 

IS HUMBLY AND AFFECTIONATELY DEDICATED 
BV 

THE COMPILERS. 
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PREFACE. 



The principles by which we have been mainly guided 
in the compUation of this volume, are : First, that of 
full deference for, and earnest search after the teach- 
ing of the Church of England on the subject treated 
in its pages, as set forth in her Sixty-seventh Canon, 
and in her offices for the Visitation and Communion 
of the Sick ; and Secondly, that of realizing to the 
sick man^s mind in all the Priest^s ministrations with 
him, as far as may be, the consoling truth that, 
though by sickness he is denied the high privileges 
and solemnities of the sanctuary, and kept back by 
the hand of God from the congregation of the faith- 
ful as they are met together in his parish Church, 
yet notwithstanding he is, in every comforting sense, 
a full participant in all their privileges, and in all 
their blessings. 

In following out the first-mentioned principle, we 
have been at the pains to consult all those authors 
who, to our knowledge, have in the Church of England 
written upon and prepared materials for the Visita- 
tion of the Sick. Such are Andrewes, Laud, Taylor, 
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VIU PREFACE. 

Cosin, Patrick, Wilson, and Steame, among her 
Bishops; Sutton, Kettlewell, Assheton, and others, 
among her Priests. In our efforts to attain the 
second object, we hare endeavoured to ascertain 
and to set before ourselves that one definite end and 
aim which the Church must have had in appointing 
her two offices for the Sick, the Visitation, and the 
Communion Offices; for we conceived that in sodoing, 
we should find such principles manifested by her as 
would serve to guide us in all other portions of this 
field of labour : in which opinion we believe we have 
not been disappointed. We have accordingly endea- 
voured so to direct our efforts, as to harmonize all 
other calls which the sick man may make on minis- 
terial labour to this one standard. 

And with regard to the latter principle, little more 
need be said as to what is meant by it, than that we 
have endeavoured to impart a strictly ecclesiastical 
character to the offices which we have compiled, as 
well as to attain the same in the conduct of the 
whole book. With this view we have drawn up the 
Prayers, on the model of those in the Book of Com- 
mon Prayer ; we have assimilated the directions given 
for the guidance of the Priest and attendants, in the 
rubrics and elsewhere, to those of the Church ; and 
we have aimed, even in the style and character of 
the external appearance of the volume, always to 
keep in view the notion of a Book of Offices. 
lu a word, our object has been, not to suggest to 
the patient the idea of a series of visits designed 
merely for spiritual edification, but to realise fully to 
him the importance and power of a Church ordinance 
in all its dignity and solemnity ; and to combine in 
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PREFACE. IX 

one distinct view all the parts and offices of minis- 
terial care and duty, which one, diseased in body 
or distressed in soul, can require or expect. 

Such are the principles by which we have been 
guided in the compilation of this book. And the 
reasons which have actuated us in preparing it for 
pubUcation are : that we had ourselves experienced, 
and had heard others express, First, the want of 
such a thoroughly practical compendium of foregoing 
efforts in this way, as would, on the one hand, set a 
young Priest at comparative ease, when called upon to 
officiate in cases of sickness which rarely are unat- 
tended with trial, by furnishing him with such an 
amount of professional experience as must arm him 
at once with no small portion of the confidence neces- 
sary to the successful conduct of his ministerial la- 
bours ; and, on the other hand, would furnish mate- 
rials so ample in quantity and so useful in character, 
as the most advanced Physician of souls might find 
it not beneath his attention to consult and to use. 
And it appeared to us that such a book ought to sup- 
ply the parish Priest with these several assistances : 
Offices suitable to the many various occasions and 
needs of the Clergy ; A Body of Exhortations sup- 
plementary and correspondent thereto; Forms of 
Examination of Faith, Repentance, &c., to be used 
in connection with the Visitation Office, and of such 
a nature, as that they might ascend in degrees of par- 
ticularity, and be applied according to the discretion 
of the Priest, who would be thus left to judge as to the 
needs of his several patients, and to supply remedies 
accordingly ; and, finally, such a body of directions as 
to the best way of proceeding with their patients, as 
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X PREFACE. 

without presuming to dictate to our brethren, we 
conceived we might place before them as the result of 
careful and very attentive consideration of the needs 
of the sick, and as the fruits of a long and extensive 
experience in the charge of a large metropolitan 
hospital, and in the ministry of both city, and rural 



We felt, secondly, the want of such a book as 
would enable the Priest to continue in his private 
ministrations, the tone and character of those offices 
which he is called upon to administer in public. For 
a great objection to former works, whose object has 
been directly or indirectly to assist the Clergy in this 
labour, has been the singular length and style of the 
Prayers ; which are composed so little after the model 
of the Prayers of the Church, as for the most part 
more to resemble hortatory teaching, or meditations, 
than prayer: prayers so composed indeed, that 
Kettlewell says of them, as their great merit, that, 
" when any are desirous to increase knowledge and 
improve their understandings therein, they may read 
the Prayers, or have them read to them, though not 
in the way of devotion, but as discourses upon them/' 
And of this fault a later writer. Dr. Assheton, 
though in his own practice complying with the taste 
of the day in this respect, seems to have been well 
aware, for he says : — " To express myself with free- 
dom, long-continued prayers are not so suitable 
for languishing, decaying persons ; whose weakness 
is much better complied with, and whose devotion 
is more effectually cherished, by the short but 
pathetic collects and responsals of our Church.'' 
And a further objection to such works was the 
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PREFACE. XI 

absence of all fair attempt to form offices, the several 
parts of which — Scripture, Psalms, and Prayers — 
should present themselves in a due order, and should 
have such a proportion and harmony of design, as 
would consist with the end proposed in their con- 
struction. 

A third want was of such a book, as should be 
framed on some acknowledged principle adopted as 
the interpretation of the Visitation Office ; and which 
by carrying out the right intent of that Office, and 
by its perfect conformity with the teaching of the 
Church, would give confidence to the Clergy in 
its regular use. 

Fourthly, the want of such a book, as, to use the 
words of the Rev. W. Dodsworth, would be found 
"useful in giving point and concentration to the 
ministrations of the Clergy. Few have attempted'' 
(as he truly observes) " this work of visitation with 
thoughtfulness and earnestness who have not found 
in themselves a tendency to generalize too much. 
We do not keep sufficiently before us the state of our 
patient, or the particular point in which he most 
needs to be instructed. There is oftentimes a want 
of order and closeness of application in what we say, 
for want of pre-arrangement and fixeduess in our 
ministrations.''* 

Such then are the wants which we have attempted 
to meet, and in our humble way to minister to. And 
here, if it be contended that we have in one parti- 
cular carried out our principles to an exceptionable 
degree ; namely, in the extent and character of the 
exhortations we have supplied ; and that we seem on 
* Preface to Dodsworth's Priest's Companion. 
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this point to be endeavouring very much to supersede 
the necessity of careful thought and painstaking on 
the part of the Priest for the souVs welfare of his 
patient^ and to induce him to lean on a formal use 
of the materials here provided^ rather than to look 
for and depend upon the ministrations of the Holy 
Spirit, Who would give us at our need what we 
ought to speak ; we would say thus much by way of 
explanation. First, we think it of great importance 
that the Clergyman^s communications with his pa* 
tient should be always such as should go far beyond 
the use of any exhortations which can be supplied in 
a book. And it will be readily acknowledged that 
such has been our view, on a due inspection of it. 
We might point more particularly to the directions 
at the end of most of Bishop Stearne's twelve forms, 
and generally to the advices given in the Introduction, 
as a proof that we have not wished to supersede 
the private efforts of the Minister. And again, 
we are far from desiring that the young Minister 
should look on these provisions as perpetual helps 
to lean upon, since we think no Ministry can be 
effectually discharged without a diligent cultivation 
of the arts of consoling, directing, and exhorting 
the sick. In no case could we wish our brethren 
to entertain the impression that our design is to en- 
courage them to rest satisfied in their hortatory 
labours with the forms of this work. We only pro- 
fess to have supplied the groundwork and basis of 
their labours. We have provided materials and as- 
sistances to their use, necessary to the due discharge 
of the ordinary calls which will be made upon them ; 
and we have endeavoured to give a full view of the 
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whole field of a Clergyman's responsibilities in his 
communications with the sick and dying. So much 
we conceived it necessary to do for the carrying out of 
the complete design of the work. But how far it 
will be advisable for them to use the forms here sup- 
plied is, of course, entirely left as a matter for their 
own consideration. 

And it will suffice here to repeat that nothing can 
be further from our thoughts than to attempt to su- 
persede the use of gifts, either natural or spiritual, for 
this arduous work of the Ministry. Rather our ob- 
ject has been, by unfolding at one view the extent of 
obUgations, we fear seldom realized, to provoke a 
more effectual discharge of them : and for a fuller 
explanation of our views on the subject, we refer to 
the Introduction. 

With regard to the sources from which the offices 
have been derived : it is impossible, without going to 
very great length, to identify every different source 
from which the prayers have been compiled ; there 
being, for the most part, prayers from many dif- 
ferent authors in the same office ; and, in some in- 
stances, passages or ideas from more than one 
author blended together in one and the same 
prayer; or passages so inserted by the Compilers as 
to render them very difficult to be discriminated. We 
have, however, for the satisfaction of our brethren, 
appended to this Preface a list of those works 
from which we have compiled and adapted the 
present volume. And though it is impossible to 
refer every distinct prayer to its pi'oper author, the 
following short summary may give a general idea (rf 
the sources from which each office is drawn. 
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^V PREFACE. 

Of the preliminary private prayers for the Priest's 
use, the first is from Bishop Andrewes, the second 
from Bishop Taylor, the last is original. The in- 
quiries to be made of the sick are from Bishop 
Andrewes, with some additions. 

The office for the Private Baptism of adults is 
taken entirely from the Book of Common Prayer ; as, 
of course, the importance and solemnity of the admi- 
nistration of that Sacrament demands. The service 
has been framed on the direction of the Church in 
the third rubric for the Private Baptism of infants ; 
the parallel prayers being taken, however, from the 
office for adult Baptism, and the questions of renun- 
ciation and profession being inserted from that office. 
This course has been recommended, we know, by at 
least one of our Bishops, to more than one of his 
Clergy who have asked his advice as to the manner 
of administering Clinical Baptism to adults ; and we 
hope it may be useful to such of our brethren as are 
called upon to administer that Sacrament, under cir- 
cumstances for which the Church has not provided. 

The office for one tempted to despair contains 
prayers from Bishop Patrick, Spinckes, Sutton, Ket- 
tlewell, and Jenks, and some original. The exposi- 
tion of the Scripture is by the Compilers. 

The office for an impenitent person is compiled 
from the Commination Service, with prayers from 
Bishop Taylor, Kettlewell, &c. 

The prayers of the office for one about to make his 
will, are adapted from Dr. Inett, with the exception 
of the last but one, which is original. A Prayer for 
the grace of restitution, adapted from Assheton, 
which should have formed part of this office, is 
printed at p. 232*. 
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PKEFACB. XV 

The office of consolation in calamity contains 
prayers adapted from Bishop Patrick, and from 
Bishop Wilson. The acknowledgments at the end 
are from Bishop Wilson and Bishop Taylor. 

The prayers in the office for a sick penitent are, 
for the most part, adaptations from Bishop Wilson 
and from Kettlewell. ;. ^ 

Most of the prayers in the office during ^^W|fl^^fd 
sickness, are compiled from the Clergyman^s^^Wrm- 
panion. The general intercession, is from Bishop 
Andrewes. The last Collect is very ancient. 

The prayers in the office before an operation, with 
the exception of the Collects from the Prayer Book, 
are mostly compiled from Kettlewell : that at p. 105 
is from Bishop Patrick, and the short Litany which 
follows is from Sutton^s Meditations on the Lord's 
Supper. 

In the office for a person insensible, the exposition 
of the Scripture, p, 109, is original, as also is the 
first prayer, after the anthem, p. 110; the two next 
are adapted from Kettlewell. The short prayers, p. 
Ill, are from Sutton's Disce Mori. The concluding 
prayers in the case of a sudden danger, &c., are from 
Jenks and Bishop Taylor. 

In the office for a sick woman with child, the 
prayers are mostly from Bishop Patrick, and from 
Kettlewell; one is from Bishop Andrewes. The 
exposition, p. 116, is original, but founded upon 
approved commentators : and for the exhortation 
which follows it we are indebted to a book pub- 
lished in 1843, entitled "Devotions for the Sick 
Koom.'' 

The opening address in the office for one who has 
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attempted suicide is original. The exposition of the 
Scripture is adapted from a sermon by Jones of 
Nayland. The prayers are mostly original, with 
adaptations from Sutton and Kettlewell. 

The office for a condemned criminal contains 
prayers adapted from Bishop Wilson, with some 
helps from Kettlewell, and the new Manual of Devo- 
tion. The concluding prayers, pp. 144, 145, are 
original. 

In the office on recovery from sickness, the open- 
ing address, and the expositions of the Scriptures 
are original. The last of them, however, is founded 
on an interpretation by Sutton. The ascription of 
thanks and praise, p. 155, is by Bishop Ken. The 
address and oblation, pp. 158 — ^9, are original. The 
prayers are from Bishop Ken, Kettlewell and others. 

The office for the commendation of the dying, is 
compiled from Bishops Andrewes, Cosin, and Taylor, 
and from Sutton. The groundwork of the office 
adapted by these divines is, however, to be found in 
very ancient Service Books. 

The prayers in the office of consolation with the 
friends of one deceased are from Bishop Taylor, 
Kettlewell, the Clergyman's Companion, &c. The 
concluding rubric is by Kettlewell. 

The idea of the office for consolation with the 
parents of a deceased child is adapted from an an- 
<;ient office for the burial of children. The exposition 
of the Scripture, and the concluding prayer are 
original. 

The Litany of commemoration is abridged and 
adapted from a very ancient Litany, printed in Mr. 
Maskell's Monumenta Bitualia, from which work we 
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have also partly derived and adapted the Examina- 
tion, &c., pp. 516, 17. The concluding prayer is 
by Dr. Deacon. 

The Litany previous to Communion is adapted 
from Bishop Wagstaffe, with many additions from 
the prayers in Bishop Wilson's work on the holy 
Communion. 

The Litany for one not likely to live, is by 
Bishop Andrewes. 

The Litany for a sipk child is original. 

The short offices ar0 adapted from ancient Service 
Books, with some additions : the prayers, pp. 220 
and 231, being original. The prayers on the Passion 
and Death of our Lord, pp. 228 — ^9, are believed 
to be very ancient. 

For the selection of Scripture and Psalms, for 
their adaptation, and for the general structure of the 
various offices, the Compilers are, almost without ex- 
ception, responsible. 

The names of the authors of the exhortations and 
forms of examination, in the second part, are ap- 
pended to the titles. Those to which no name is 
affixed are by the Compilers. 

It was our first intention and hope to have pre- 
served, in compiling the offices, the original language, 
and the original form in which the devotional writers 
of our Church had composed their prayers. But on 
mature consideration of the subject, we found that it 
would be vain to attempt to incorporate their prayers 
into an office at all harmonizing with the character of 
the Book of Common Prayer; and, therefore, we 
came to the conclusion, that, while we would retain 
in all possible cases their own words, and by con- 
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stant consultation of their forms^ endeavour to im- 
bibe that spirit which animated them in their com- 
position, and to infuse it into our variations from 
them, yet we would not scruple to alter their prayers 
from that lengthy meditational style, which, however 
expressive of piety in the period when they were 
composed, seems alien to the true notion of forms of 
prayer. Our great object, then, in this has been 
to endeavour to assimilate the prayers to the style 
and shape of those in the Prayer Book; i,e,, that 
each separate prayer should, in as far as may be, 
express a petition for some particular grace or bless- 
ing. In endeavouring to attain this object, some 
prayers have been retained almost without alteration ; 
while some have undergone considerable change, 
by amplification, or by transposition of parts, and 
especially, when they were of great length, by break- 
ing them up into several short portions or collects ; 
one prayer of the original author sometimes afford- 
ing matter for three or four collects. On the other 
hand, one prayer may be sometimes traced to several 
writers. And again, a few of them are quite original, 
where we have failed to find models suitable to our 
wants. We may then, on the whole, claim the public 
confidence for the antiquity and authority of most of 
these prayers, if not always exactly in their present 
shape and language, yet, we believe, unaltered as to 
the object of their petitions, and the doctrine they 
inculcate ; and for all on the ground that they have 
been compiled or written after consulting the writ- 
ings of the best divines and devotional writers of our 
Church. 

With regard to the exhortations, instructions. 
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and forms of examination which make up the second 
portion of our work, these have been transferred to 
our pages with comparatively little change &om the 
originals. Still, where expressions seemed above the 
comprehension of the uninstructed, we have not scru- 
pled to substitute simpler words ; where the sentences 
have been involved, or the language obsolete, we 
have ventured to transpose and to amplify, or we 
have sought words more generally understood; and 
when the author^s meaning was likely to be mis- 
understood, or to excite a prejudice, we have explained 
it in simple language, or we have withdrawn the 
passage altogether. These processes were most ne- 
cessary in availing ourselves of the writings of Bishop 
Taylor, and least required in those of Bishop Wilson. 
Assheton on restitution is in some respects an excep- 
tion to these remarks ; for here we found it necessary 
to take greater liberties in the way of omissions. 
In any thing pretending to be an exact reprint of 
these authors, this would have been inexcusable; but 
where the great object was to provide instruction, 
(often for the very unlearned,) on most important 
subjects, at a most solemn time, when the mind, from 
external causes, is generally unable to use any great 
exertion, we should have been culpable to allow any 
mere scruple about preserving the author^s language 
intact, to prevent our bringing these exhortations, as 
far as we could, vdthin the capacities and modes of 
thought of all classes, however \minstructed. As 
the Clergyman would not, in many cases, have read 
them exactly as they stood in the original, we have 
but provided to his hand those simpler expressions 
and forms of speech, which he must have checked 
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himself in readings to adopt. And it must be evi- 
dent that this course was the rather necessary, since 
many of the instructions and exhortations were, in 
their original form, not designed for the end to 
which we have appUed them.. For some of the 
exhortations have been thrown into that shape, by 
a shght change of language, from directions to the 
Clergy on particular cases ; some from meditations ; 
and one even from a long meditational prayer. 
Those of Bishop Stearne have been freely trans- 
lated from his Latin tract.* With these altera- 
tions, the second part of the work is little more 
than a collection of materials adapted to the several 
cases from our best divines. 

The labour of selection, of adaptation, of compila- 
tion has been very great ; and the time occupied in 
it has been very considerable. We mention these 
things not at all as grudging or regretting the labour 
and time so bestowed ; still less as assuming any de- 
gree of credit for them ; but in order to gain the 
confidence of our brethren in the use of the book, 
and to assure them that if the work should be found 
imperfect, it is so in spite of our greatest exertions, 
and of our most earnest wishes. 

With regard to the shape of the book itself. We 
were anxious to comprehend in one volume all 
(whether in the way of offices, exhortations, or ex- 
aminations,) which the Priest would need in his 
visits to all the various classes of sick. We have also 
selected a large and clear type, because the rooms of 
the sick, and especially of the sick poor, are often 
dark ; and, whether in saying prayers or in reading 
* Tractatas de Yisitatione Infirmorum. 
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to the sick^ it is distressing to the Priest^ and tends 
to let the attention of the sick flag^ that he should be 
obhged to look close to a book^ or be checked by an 
indistinct type. These causes have contributed to 
make the book less portable than some might perhaps 
wish ; yet, we hope, not of a size likely to be unwieldy 
to any. With the same object of facility in reading, 
when administering to the sick, we have printed the 
prayer of consecration in the Communion Office 
in a very large type, in order that, as the Priest's 
hands are then engaged, and the table (fitted for a 
temporary altar) on which he lays the book is often 
low and inconvenient, he may be enabled to say that 
prayer without stooping or hesitation. 

It may be well to state that this book is intended 
exclusively for the use of the Clergy, and will not 
be found suitable for the purpose of such of the laity 
as are in the habit of reading to the sick when they 
visit them. It seemed necessary to explain thus 
much, because, however commendable and excellent 
the practice of such Christian persons may be, still 
as this volume has been framed with a view to the 
ministerial character in him who uses it, and to the 
pastoral relation between the person who employs it 
and the sick man who is visited, its use under any 
other circumstances can hardly fail to be unattended 
with misconception and disappointment. 

To many valued friends and brethren our best 
thanks are due for important suggestions, the fruits 
of their experience or their reading. Two young 
friends (candidates for the holy order of Deacons) 
have rendered us valuable assistance, of ability and 
time, in transcribing materials, and have otherwise 
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afforded us much useful aid. And to Mr. Darling 
we are indebted for the liberal use of several works 
in the Clerical Library, bearing on the subject on 
which we were engaged. 

In conclusion : we wish again to state that our 
earnest desire has been to provide our brethren with 
a manual in the Visitation of the Sick, carrying out 
and applying the intention and system of the Church 
of England, and compiled from her greatest divines. 
This has been our sole object and intention. That 
we have succeeded in it, is our earnest hope ; that in 
carrying it out we have in no way contravened either 
the letter or the mind of the Church of England is 
our sincere belief ; and, with the heartfelt prayer that 
He Who Alone can give life and efficacy to forms 
may give His blessing to this our endeavour, we affec- 
tionately commend it to the use of our brethren, and 
humbly submit it to the judgment of the Church. 

W. H. C. 

Epiphany, 1848. H. S. 
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To prepare the soul of man to pass into the presence of 
its Maker^ to guide it in making itself ready for the great 
judgment, to assist it in so judging itself that it may 
stand before that Judge Whose sentence is eternal and 
unalterable, is an office the very thought of which is 
enough to make the heart of hun who is called upon 
to perform it tremble. And then to have to do this for 
all kinds of men ; for the hardened in sin, for the self- 
righteous, for the penitent, for the despairing, for the 
unfortunate, so long sunk in vice that the very notion 
of what sin is, and what real repentance, is almost ob- 
literated ; and then, too, to have to comfort and sustain 
him who, at the close of a holy and religious life, looks 
with sure trust and hope, yet with trembling (for who 
shall stand when He appeareth ?) for the coming of his 
Lord; this is what the Minister of the Church is 
called upon to do ; this is the real wearing difficulty of 
the Christian Priesthood. To be able not only to 
realize, but in some measure to sympathize with, the 
sorrowSy the sufferings (bodily as well as mental), the 
fears, the hopes, the aspirations, the anxieties, even the 
terrors of those to whom he mimsters, this is what the 
guide of souls must strive to attain to, if he desires his 
direction, his exhortation, his consolation to be useful, 
satisfying, and comforting to the sick. Hal wpo^ raOra 

b 
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To endeavour then to provide the Clergy with a 
regular system of preparation for this difficult office, or 
with a complete essay on its performance, would require 
far more extended space than this opportunity affords. 
We can here only attempt to give to our brethren, espe- 
cially those of the younger Clergy, some hints on the 
method of visiting the sicki and on the use of the fol- 
lowing Offices, for the most pait gathered from standard 
writers of our Communion, and tested by our own ex- 
perience in such or such like cases. And as we make 
no pretence to furnish a dissertation, or to establish 
any theory of our own, our brethren will expect from us 
rather the results and conclusions arrived at in the 
course of our studies for the compilation of this volume 
than the abstract reasons which have guided us to them. 

A Priest of the Church of England will guide himself 
in visiting the sick by the instructions and intimations 
of her intention with which she has furnished him in 
her two Offices for the Sick : — the Visitation and the 
Communion. This is, as the best and safest, so indeed 
the only dutiful course her Minister can follow. And 
to assist him herein, we shall proceed at once to make 
an examination of those Offices and their rubrics, with 
such remarks as may guide him in the performance of 
his duty in the visitation of the sick. 
*' TPTien any person is sick, notice shall be given thereof to 

the Minister of the Parish, who, coming into the sick 

person! s house, shall say. " 

From this opening direction we see that since the sick 
man is unable now to join himself bodily or externally 
to the Church, the Church is, in the person of her 
representative, the Minister of the Parish or place, to be 
brought into the sick man's chamber. And here it 
seems fitting to make some general remarks on the 
immediate preparation, the method, and time of proceed- 
ing to the sick man's house. 

In parishes of moderate size in a rural district the 
people will be individually so well known to the Priest, 
that notice, in the sense probably contemplated by 
the rubric, will not be needful. " A good Pastor," in 
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such a case, as Bishop Wilson observes, " will not stay 
till he is sent for."* But in more extended districts, in 
our over-grown and over-crowded town parishes, and in 
the great missionary tracts of the Colonies, no such par- 
ticular acquaintance with his flock can be hoped for or 
attained, as will enable the Pastor to be cognizant of 
every case of sickness. In all cases therefore it is to 
be recommended that the Priest, both occasionally in his 
public and constantly in his private instructions, advise 
his people to give him notice whenever either they them- 
selves or any in their families are sick.f Besides this, 
the officers of the Church, as the Churchwardens, 
Clerk, and others, should be often reminded to inform 
the Priest of any case of sickness coming to their 
knowledge ; and that not only as a matter of courtesy, 
but even as an implied, if not a direct duty to the Church 
whose officers they are, and aii act of charity to their 
fellow-parishioners. So hkewise the people of all classes 
should be encouraged to communicate freely to their 
Minister all cases of sickness among their neighbours 
or friends ; and specially such persons as lodging-house 
keepers, nurses, or the like, who, from their callings, 
are likely more particularly to have the sick under their 
observation. And here it is almost superfluous to point 

* Parochialia. Works, i. 428. 

f In connection with this point, though rather beyond the im* 
mediate object of this Introduction, we may observe that should 
our brethren in their pulpit instructions not merely recommend, 
as above suggested, that notice be given by their parishioners to 
them when any are sick, but also take occasion from time to time 
to explain the nature and the importance of the offices they are 
called upon to perform to their sick brethren, and the religious 
duties to be performed towards and to be expected of the sick, 
their parishioners would be found to reward their pains in many 
ways ; not the least recompensing of which would be a more 
reverent care and provision for the occasion. The family and 
friends would be less at a loss as to the best means of discharging 
the duty now looked for at their hands ; instead, by their evident 
want of preparation, of rather perplexing than assisting the 
Minister in the comfortable discharge of his office. A family 
thus instructed would at least be ready in attendance with their 
Prayer Books to assist in prayers for the sufferer ; and would 
want no directions when to kneel, or what otherwise to do, but 
would understandingly, and feelingly perform what was expected 
of them. 

b2 
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out how much may he done, not only in this particular, 
but in many other important parts of the ministry to 
the sick, by medical men in a parish. It is most essen- 
tial to invite and encourage them to point out to the 
Priest such cases of sickness, among all classes, as come 
under their notice. And we may remind our brethren 
that the most certain way to induce such notice of sick- 
ness, whether on the part of the sick themselves or from 
others, is by readily attending to it, and showing the 
people that the information has been always thankfully 
received, and speedily acted on. 

Notice having been by any of these means received, 
it will be advisable for the Priest to ascertain from the 
person giving it, or on arrival at the sick man's house 
from some about him, before he enters his presence, the 
points contained in the Inquiries which he will find at 
p. 3. The answers to these inquiries will enable him 
to make such preparations as he may deem requisite, 
whether externally for ministering, or mentally for confer- 
ring with the sick. 

And under the head of external ministrations, let us 
not be thought to descend below important matters 
if we allude to dress and demeanour. For let it never 
be forgotten that the Priest goes to the sick man 
as his Minister, as the representative to him, for the 
time, of the Church to which he belongs, and as the 
Ambassador of God. This is what the sick look for 
and desiderate in the Clergy who visit them, and this is 
what none other can be to them. Kindly offices, con- 
dolence, and assistance, they may receive from friends or 
from charitable visitors ; but authorised instruction and 
prayer, as the voice of the Church, these can only be 
ministered to them by the Minister of the Church. 
Keeping this view then before his mind, let the Priest, 
as in conference and in prayer, so in all external 
matters, present himself accordingly to the mind and 
to the eye of the sick. If no dress specially ecclesi- 
astical be worn, at least let the Clergy before they 
attend the sick lay aside such habiliments as relaxation 
or convenience sometimes (unhappily) induce them to 
wear in their studies or their walks ; and let them put 
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on such habits as the castom of society has marked as 
more or less distinguishing a Clergjman. Thus much 
surely, at the least, is due to the Church whose offices 
they are about to perform, and to the sick member to 
whom they are about to minister. 

In furtherance of the same view it seems advisable 
that the Priest should carry the Book of Offices, or the 
case containing the vessels for the celebration of the 
Holy Communion, in his hand, rather than slip them 
into his pocket. It will tend to increase reverence to 
let people see that he is not ashamed of his office, and 
does not conceal its accompaniments. The very fact of 
his flock seeing him as a Clergyman visit the sick may 
have a wholesome effect in encouraging them to call on 
him for his services, in case of their own or their friends' 
sickness. But we must not be misunderstood : we by 
no means advocate display of, or in, such holy matters ; 
but we do deprecate that nervous timidity which inclines a 
Priest to conceal his Office book in his pocket, instead 
of carrying it under his arm, or to send the case of 
Communion-plate by an irreverent messenger, or to hide 
it on his person, instead of taking it in his hand. To 
let people see we are real is important, in small things 
as well as great. If we are not ashamed of the Minis- 
try, but are ready and anxious to perform its functions, 
let us not shrink from owning our character, nor conceal 
(as if it were a shameful thing) that we are executing, or 
prepared to execute our office. 

The Priest will also do well to provide himself with 
such books bearing generally on sickness, or specially 
adapted to the use of the sick man, as he may wish to 
place in his hands on a first visit. 

The Office for the Visitation of the Sick is mani- 
festly in its structure one in which others besides the 
Minister and the sick man may be supposed to take 
part: thus answers are to be made to the Versicles, 
and at the end of the Prayers.* But the ignorance 
and, in many cases, alas ! the carelessness or irreligion 
of those about the sick man often unfit them to bear 

* In conformity with the intimation of the mind of the Church in 
this matter, the other offices in this book have been constructed 
on a like plan. 
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their part in the office. We therefore suggest to our 
brethren to encourage or invite some among the more 
eamestminded of their parishioners to accompany them 
in their visits to the sick. We shall have further to say 
on this subject when speaking of the rubric before the 
Communion of the Sick. In the mean while it may be 
observed that there are probably few, if any, parishes in 
which pious persons would not be found willing to attend 
the Priest in ministering to the sick. Much zeal and 
excellent intention which is now exhausted in unautho- 
rized and ill-directed visits to the sick, (often more from 
ignorance than intention) thwarting rather than aiding 
the Clergyman's instruction, might thus be directed by 
the Church to a right end, and be available to the assis- 
tance of the Priest, the comfort of the sick, and the 
increased solemnity of the Church's Offices. The fami- 
lies of the Clergy will often furnish such assistants ; in 
parishes where choristers or attendants at training 
schools are educated with a view to their ultimately 
being made Ministers of the Church, such persons may 
be selected ; or where young men candidates for Holy 
Orders, are resident in the parish or district, a real be- 
nefit will be conferred on them and on the Church by 
inviting them to attend the Priest and take part in the 
Services to theu^ick. 

And here, before we close our remarks on these pre- 
liminary arrangements, it may seem necessary to say a 
word on the time for visiting the sick. Of course in 
all cases of immediate or even of probable danger of 
life, not a moment must be lost in attending at the bed- 
side of the sick, at whatever hour of the day or night. 
But in general cases, where no such danger exists, it is im- 
portant that an hour be chosen for visiting the sick when 
his attention will be altogether disengaged at the time 
of the Priest's visit, and after which no cause of distrac- 
tion or disturbance is likely shortly to arise to the sick 
man so as to efface or weaken thg effects of the Clergy- 
man's counsels and prayers. The sick themselves are 
often nervously alive to circumstances, trivial in them- 
selves, which may occur at the time of the Priest's visit ; 
and instruction or consolation which at a fitter time would 
have been Ustened to with eagerness, and received with 
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thankfulness, is frequently lost by the listlessness or in- 
attention of the patient, owing to the hour at which he 
has been visited. The following advices, the fruits of 
our experience, are offered to the Clergy. 

Never to visit the sick at meaUtimeSy either of themr 
selves or their friends. Anxiety about food is often a 
characteristic of illness, specially in' those who suffer 
from weakness or inanition; and the sick will be apt 
to be distressed and vexed, if they think the meal of 
their family or friends has been disturbed by the Priest 
coming to see them. As regards the labouring poor, 
indeed, the comfort and quiet of their meal, the short 
relaxation from work spent with their families, is an 
essential, which those of another class probably cannot 
fully realize : it should be inviolable. 

Not at an early hour in the morning. They are fre- 
quently nervous, and distressed that any one whom they 
respect should see them before they are settled, their 
bed made, and their rooms made clean and tidy, after 
the night. 

Not at the time friends from a distance are visiting 
them. Their attention is sure ^to be distracted, even if 
their friends retire; and in 'the case of the poor and 
middle classes, it must be remembered that their time is 
perhaps their most valuable possession, and that it is 
unfair to make them curtail a visit to their sick friend 
which it may have cost them much exertion or expense 
to make. 

Not at the hour they expect their medical attendant, 
or immediately after his visit. Every sick man natur- 
ally looks on the visit of his physician as an important 
matter : if he be visited by the Priest just at the time 
he expects him, he will be nervous and anxious, looking 
and listening for his approach, yet fearing he may come 
before the Clergyman goes ; immediately after it, his 
mind is often full of what the medical man has said ; 
and in many cases from the medical man's examination, 
or other causes, he is fatigued. 

Therefore, too, not after any exciting cause has oc- 
curred to fatigue him : e.g., a consultation of his phy- 
sicians, a lengthened examination or dressing of his 
wounds ; or again, atlter he has seen many friends, or 
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those whose presence has violeDtly affected him; as 
parents dangerously ill, their children ; children, their 
parents, or the like. None in health can conceive the 
ntter weariness of mind in a weak frame of body, dis- 
inclimng it, or even unfitting it when willing, to receive 
instruction or to join in prayer. 

When the sick are in inns, lodging-houses, or such 
places, the Priest should be careful to ascertain the hours 
when there will be most quiet, and when the sick will be 
least likely to be disturbed, at or soon after his visit by 
noise, revellings, or the hke, in other parts of the house. 

The Priest's knowledge of the habits of his people, 
or the information of those who bring him notice of the 
case of sickness, will, for the most part, enable him to 
avoid the inconvenient hours above noted ; but if he 
should call at the house at such a time, it is better for 
him at once to retire, appointing another, not distant 
time to see the sick man ; or should he be ushered into 
the sick man's chamber, and find that any of the fore- 
mentioned causes hinder his visit being profitable, to leave 
the patient, after a few words of inquiry and of exhor- 
tation, with an assurance of a visit shortly. It is most 
important indeed, for obvious reasons, that the instruc- 
tions of the Clergyman, or the Offices of the Church, 
be not forced on one who is irritable, fretful, distracted, 
or unable to receive them. For the best disposed are in 
sickness incapacitated from conferring with the Priest, 
or joining in prayer ; and he who at one while is inat- 
tentive or fretful, at a more fitting time will be found 
earnest and devout. Of course experience will enable the 
Clergyman to distinguish between carelessness and un- 
wilHngness to attend to the things of God, and distrac- 
tion and listlessness, the result of disease : the latter only 
are here spoken of. 

The result of our experience leads us to believe that 
a late hour in the day, or early in the evening, is in many 
cases the most convenient to the sick, though often the 
Clergy must sacrifice their own convenience to visit 
them at that hour. The early habits of the humbler 
classes especially, render that the time at which the sick 
are most disengaged, and will have least disturbance 
afterwards ; and therefore the Priest's words, and the 
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Offices of the Church will remain longer on the mind, 
and will often leave a stilling and calming influence, meet 
to be thought of, especially where the nights are spent 
in wakefulness or in pain. But then in adopting this 
hour it must be borne in mind, that there is a class of 
diseases in which the symptoms are aggravated with the 
approach of night, and in which, therefore, the atten- 
tion is less alive at those times. 

And now the Minister being come to the sick man's 
house, the Church, enforcing the notion which we have in 
the previous remarks endeavoured to carry out and apply, 
directs his first words to be those of solemn benediction. 
" Who coming into the sick person's house, shall say. 
Peace be," &c. This she does, at once to restrain him 
from laying aside, and those in the sick man's house 
from forgetting, in secular salutation the spiritual cha- 
racter of the ministerial commission. Hence, as Bishop 
Wilson wisely observes, " They that omit the salutation. 
Peace be to this hoitse, and to all that dwell in it, or 
pronounce it so low as not to be heard, have not well 
considered the authority they have, as Ministers of 
Christ, to offer peace and salvation to all that are dis- 
posed to receive it. (S. Matt. x. 13.)"* Nothing in- 
deed can be supposed to tend more to elevate the 
character of the Priest in the eyes of those to whom he 
ministers, to clothe his words and acts with authority, 
and to realize to the sick and their friends the consoHng 
idea of the Ambassador of God, than these words, 
pronounced with reverence and affection, as the first 
salutation on entering the house. 

And here it may be fitting to point out that, from a 
comparison of this and the next following rubric, it seems 
plainly the intention of the Church that peace should 
be bidden in these words, on entering the house ; that is, 
before the Priest sees the sick man, if he be not in the 
entrance, or first room entered. "Who coming into 
the sick person's hoiise, shall say. Peace, &c."; and again, 
" When he cometh into the sick man's presence, he shall 
say, &c." It is no doubt open to the Priest, if he see fit, 
* Parochialia. Works, i. 428. 
b 3 
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to repeat tbis salutation or a like one, to the sick person 
when he approaches him ; for the bidding of peace 
seems from the words of Holy Scripture to be an 
inherent part of the ministerial office, (conf. S. Matt. 
X. 13 ; S. John xiv. 26, 27; and xx. 21, 22 ; and Psalm 
xxix. 11.) with a promise of confirmation from the 
Almighty, if those to whom it is bidden be in proper 
dispositions to receive it. But in all cases it appears to 
be the desire of the Church that this salutation be made 
on entering the sick person's house. In conformity with 
this view we have at the beginning of the following offices 
supplied the Priest with a form of bidding peace to the 
sick man and the immediate occupants of his chamber 
on entering the room ; supposing, however, the inten- 
tion of the Church of saluting the house on first arriving 
at it, in the opening words of the Visitation Office, always 
to be complied with. 

We are aware indeed that one case of difficulty has 
presented itself to the minds of some of our brethren in 
complying with this rubric ; viz : that in which some of 
the occupants of the house are notoriously living in wil- 
ful, known sin ; e.g. in the case of one sick in a tavern, 
low lodging-house, or even in a brothel. How, it has 
been asked, can we bid the peace of God to those to 
whom God Himself assures us, there is no peace ?* Is 
it not a mere mockery, or, worse than a mockery, pro- 
fanity to God, and giving "that which is holy unto 
dogs ?" In answer to this it may be observed : That 
our Lord's own words restricting the reception of peace 
to those alone who are worthy, seem to provide for such a 
case as this, and to justify the Priest in using the general 
form, although he may fear that some in the house be un- 
fitted to receive it ; for it is said, " it shall return to you 
again," as seeming to imply that the Priest himself 
shall be blameless, even though the people be unworthy. 
And if it be objected that our Lord contemplated mis- 
sionary salutation in the Apostles, wherein some to whom 
they bid peace might be unworthy, and they ignorant of 
it ; but that His words ought not to be apphed to a case 
where the Priest is previously cognizant of the fact that 
some whom he salutes with peace are really unworthy ; 

* Isaiah Ivii. 21. 
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it may be answered that our Lord's injunction, taken 
in connection with His words after His resurrection, is 
a general one, and was evidently intended not only for the 
guidance of His disciples at that time, but for the 
direction of His Church ; and that, as our Church has so 
taken it, and furnished her Ministers with the very words 
in which to salute the house with peace, we cannot be 
wrong if we observe her direction. 

But it is to be observed that in some of the cases 
above alluded to, it would seem the term, *' the sick man's 
house" should be understood not of the house in which 
he is, but of the portion of the house in his occupation. 
Thus in lod^ng-houses, or places let in tenements, it 
seems plain that the sick person has no more relation to 
the parts of the house occupied by others, than a house- 
holder has to other houses in the same street. In 
such cases, then, it will be proper to pronounce the words 
of salutation on entering, not the house, but the part of 
it occupied by the sick man and his family. 

Further, this opening rubric, in conjunction with the 
next, appears to desire that the Minister in any case of 
serious sickness,* should at once use this Office. "When 
any person is sick, notice shall be given thereof to the 
Minister, who coming into the sick person's house, shall 
say," &c. When to this we add the following, " WTien 
he Cometh into the sick man's presence, he shall say, 
kneeling daum, ^c," we are at once led to the opinion 
that no other action is contemplated. It would hence 
appear that in all ordinary cases of severe sickness, the 
will of the Church is, that this Office only should be 
used on the Priest's first approach to the sick man's bed. 
It would seem, First, that no other kind of prayers are 
to be used by way of substitute ; Secondly, that in or- 
dinary cases no intermediate step may be taken. We 
are aware that this Office has been complained of as 

* We say "serious** to distinguish between those severer 
sicknesses which mark the line calling upon a Minister's services, 
and those lesser troubles of the body which need not his ministra- 
tion. The line is not always easUy discernible; but generally 
speaking, what demands the attendance of the physician of the 
body, demands likewise the help of the physician of the soul. 
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being " deficient in several cases."* We think, however, 
that this judgment is far from being a true one. The Office 
is surely perfect for all the uses which are its evident 
object. We see no apology therefore for interpolations. 
No departure should be made from this order ; except 
where its own directions admit of a discretionary power 
on the part of the Priest. And it may be observed 
that the very fact of its affording a discretionary power 
in any case, shows the jealousy with which the Church 
desires the prescript form in all other parts to be ad- 
hered to. If she carefully points out how far we may 
deviate, her silence in all other cases is sufficient proof of 
her desire that no further deviation be made. This is the 
point of Bishop Sparrow's short remark : " The prayers 
are all prescribed, but the exhortation is left arbitrary to 
the discretion of the Priest."t And let it not be sup- 
posed that the words of the sixty-seventh Canon favour 
a different view : "When any person is dangerously sick 
in any parish, the Minister, or Curate, having knowledge 
thereof, shall resort unto him or her, (if the disease 
be not known, or probably suspected to be infec- 
tious,) to instruct and comfort them in their distress, 
according to the order of the Communion Book, if 
he be no preacher ; or if he be a preacher, then as 
he shall think most needful and convenient." Now 
these words do not, as has been contended, " allow a 
preaching Minister the liberty of using this order, 
or any other as he shall see convenient, "J The 
unpreaching Minister, when this Canon was drawn 
up, being supposed not to. have the abiUty of ex- 
horting and comforting, had his work prepared, as far as 
might be, to his hands. He was enjoined to follow 
closely the order of the Commiuuon Book. In fact, the 
Church provided, as best she might, against a very seri- 
ous evil. Her incompetent Ministers might be little able 
to instruct — httle able to comfort. While they might 
examine a diseased conscience only in a very pernmctory 

* Wheatley, Rational Illustratioii of the Book of Common 
Prayer, zi. Introduction. Sharp, on the Rubric and Canons, 
249. Oxford: 1834. 

t Biflhop Sparrow's Rationale, 262. Oxford : 1843. 

t Wheatley, as before. 
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manner, they might convey a message, and perform 
plain acts of authority. Lest the sick should die alto- 
gether without the comforts of religious ordinances, the 
Church provided, that even her unpreaching Ministers 
should he enahled to hestow the blessings of religion 
upon them. The preaching Minister, on the other hand, 
was not so jealously circumscribed in his movements. 
He could exhort : therefore the rubric provides that he 
may use, not indeed any, but some like exhortation ; 
and moreover, instead of a mere perfunctory discharge 
of the rubrical directions concerning the examination of 
the Sick Man's Charity and Repentance, &c., it is pro- 
vided by this Canon that he should have the fullest 
liberty to amplify his means of reconciling the sick man 
to God, as in his discretion he may see fit. The words 
of the Canon, however, only allow him that licence which 
the unpreaching Minister could not, from want of ability, 
claim ; i.e. to instruct or comfort, as he shall think most 
needful and convenient; in fact, to set aside, if he 
pleases, in his instructions and consolations the form of 
exhortation provided in the Order, agreeably with the 
rubric which allows of this exhortation "or other like;" 
but not to set aside the form of prayer itself. More- 
over, if the preaching Minister were allowed by the 
words of this Canon the licence of using another form 
of prayer than that which is here prescribed, then he 
would also by the same words be allowed a hcence of 
altering the form of the administration of the Holy 
Communion to the Sick ; for this Office forms part of the 
order prescribed in what the Canon terms ''the Com- 
munion Book " for the Visitation of the Sick. Not only, 
then, is extemporaneous prayer altogether inadmissible 
here, but the introduction of any other form than the 
one appointed is forbidden. 

Secondly. It seems from a careful consideration of the 
second rubric, that in ordinary cases no intermediate 
steps are to be taken ; but that the Priest is to kneel 
down and begin the Office as soon as ever he approaches 
the sick man ; and that an examination of his faith, re- 
pentance, and charity, is to be postponed until after the 
prayers, down to the conclusion of the second Collect, 
(Hear us. Almighty, &c., &c.) have been said. And by 
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ordinary cases, we mean, 1 . All cases in which the sick 
man is known to the Minister of the parish to he such, 
that no vaUd objection (as, for instance, want of Baptism, 
professed infidelity, or notorious sin unrepented of) 
exists to saying the prayers over him ; 2. All cases in 
which, though the sick man be quite unknown to him, 
the Minister has, by the inquiries (page 3) made con- 
cerning the sick, satisfied himself that he is a baptized 
person desiring the Offices of the Church. But where 
the sick person is altogether a stranger to the Priest, 
and where he cannot ascertain from others anything of 
his condition or profession, it would seem that a Hberty 
is given to the Minister of making at least general in- 
quiries of the sick before he commences the Office. The 
second rubric after the exhortation, seems to allow, or, 
at any rate, to imply this. These words be/ore re- 
hearsed may he said before the Minister begin his prayer, 
as he shall see cause. We are quite aware that Wheatley 
considers that this rubric applies only to the latter part 
of that immediately preceding it ; viz. the settlement of 
temporal affairs, and making a will ; and that he sup- 
ports his views by two reasons : first, that these being 
secular matters the Priest may think it more fitting that 
they should not be mixed up with spiritual things, and 
with prayer ; and secondly, that this rubric, rather dif- 
ferently worded, (This may be done before the Minister 
begin, ^c.) stood in King Edward the Sixth's Prayer 
Books in the margin opposite to this very clause re- 
lating to temporal affairs and the will. But it may be 
reasonably thought that the Church by removing this 
rubric to its present place, and by altering its form did, 
in fact, contemplate a change ; for by no longer placing 
it as a marginal note to the latter clause of the preceding 
rubric, it seems plain that she meant to give it a more 
extended application ; and by inserting the expression 
these words before rehearsed, that she intended to apply 
it to the exhortation, or at least to the examination of 
faith with which it concludes. And as for the other 
reason, we altogether dissent from it ; for we think that 
the very wording of the first rubric after the exhortation 
shows that the Church does think that discharging the 
conscience, and acts of piety and justice in secular things. 
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are, in a man dangerously ill, so intimately related to his 
spiritual state, that she specially directs her Minister 
to make them a subject of exhortation, and doubtless, if 
he see fit, even of special prayer. On the whole, then, 
it seems that though in all ordinary cases, the Minister 
is at once to begin the Office when he enters the sick 
man's presence ; yet in such a special case as we have 
noted above, the words of the rubric give him an autho- 
rity to make a general examination of faith ; and its 
position seems to permit him to extend it to a general 
mquiry as to repentance and charity, as he may see 
cause. Yet this does not seem to take the place of the 
more particular examination to be made afterwards, but 
is only intended to satisfy the Priest that the sick man 
is in profession a Christian, and a proper object for the 
ministrations of the Church. 

In a word then, where the sick man is known to the 
Priest, or where inquiries have been satisfactorily 
answered by others concerning him, the Minister is 
advised at once to kneel down and begin the Office when 
he approaches the sick man ; where, however, the sick 
man is not only entirely unknown to the Priest, but where 
no particulars whatever can be ascertained about him, it 
would be well to use the Inquiries to be made of the Sick 
Man, p. 4, (which are in fact a general examination of 
faith,) and then to commence the Office, reserving a more 
particular examination till after the first prayers. 

Indeed, nothing can be conceived more solemn, more 
likely to make the sick man feel his position as a member 
of the Church, needing her prayers, and about to enjoy 
the ministrations of the Ambassador of God ; nothing 
can tend, even externally, to put the sick man in a better 
frame of mind to receive the instructions and consola- 
tions of the Minister ; and nothing can have a more 
wholesome effect on the Priest himself, than at once, 
before a word is said, to address God in the solemn 
words of the opening prayers. And when we add to 
this the answer promised to prayer — the strength, re- 
pentance, humility to the sick, — the power, grace, and 
discretion to the Priest, — surely none will omit first to 
seek in prayer a blessing to the Minister and to the 
ministered-to, in the all-important work of bringing a 
soul to God, which is to follow. 
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For the Priest is directed to say these opening prayers 
kneeling down : he does not here stand, as he usually 
does in offices or prayers of an intercessory character ; 
hut he does that in outward act for the sick man which 
he cannot do for himself ; and then too he uses a pre- 
catory posture as praying for grace and ahihty to 
himself, as well as help and comfort for the sick, in the 
opening deprecation, and in the Lord's Prayer. 

"Remember not. Lord, our iniquities. ^^"l The first 
address to Almighty God is a confession of sin : thus the 
first impression the Church endeavours to bring home to 
the sick man is that he is a sinner and the partaker of a 
sinful nature. And here it is to he observed that the 
Church, in the use of this deprecation at the opening of 
the Office (and indeed throughout it), seems to bring 
very strongly before her children the notion that all sick- 
ness and suffering is a visitation for sin : for sin in the 
abstract, if not for actual sin in the sufferer. Consonant 
hereto it is to be remarked, that the clause " neither 
take Thou vengeance of our sins," which occurs in this 
deprecation in the Litany, is here omitted; it being 
manifestly improper to ask of God not to do that 
which He, in His wisdom, has done or is now doing in 
the particular case : the sick man suffering under His 
hand for sin, if not as it is actually in him by commis- 
sion, yet as it affects his flesh by nature. 

For though in the exhortation the intention of God 
is stated as twofold, either the increase of faith by the 
trial of patience, or the correction of personal offences, 
yet the words which follow (" Know you certainly that 
if you truly repent you of your sins and bear," &c.) 
clearly imply, as indeed might reasonably be looked for, 
the existence of actual personal sin in every case visited ; 
though not, of course, of a like degree of sin in each. 
This being then the leading idea of the Visitation Office, 
we shall find it kept steadily in view throughout. And 
we may observe that the Church sets before her Minister 
as his great duty in visiting the sick, to reconcile the 
sick to God, that is to bring him by self-examination 
to repentance ;* then to lead him to perform such out- 

* ** And forasmuch as after this life in that fearful 

judgment'* 
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ward acts of repentance as he is in his present state capa- 
ble of; viz., reconciliation, and restitution, and charity ;* 
then, if his conscience be troubled, to move him to 
special confession, and, if he desire it, to give him abso- 
lution ;t but in any case (provided of course he be 
repentant,) to pray earnestly for his forgiveness and 
restoration to God's favour, J pleading specially the 
atonement and intercession of the Saviour ;§ lastly, 
after directing the sick to look alone to Him and to His 
Cross for health and for salvation, || committing him to 
God's mercy in a most solemn form of benediction.^ 
To this end is her office framed : and she follows it up 
by another, the Communion of the Sick, the seal of 
God's reconciliation and pardon to the penitent. 

" Then shall the Minister exhort the sick person after 
this form or other like" That is, the same ends it has 
in view (viz., pointing out the cause and objects of 
sickness, exhorting to patience, repentance, searching 
the conscience, and examination of faith,) are to be 
steadily kept in the Priest's mind, if he should think it 
desirable (and there may be good reason) to change it. 

We have given two general forms in this volume, 
either of which may, if the Priest so think fit, be sub- 
stituted for the prescript form of Exhortation ; viz., the 
Ancient Exhortation, p. 410, and Bishop Andrewes' 
Propositions and Inferences^ p. 429 ; for these, not only, 
embrace all the topics contained in the Exhortation, but 
also prepare the sick man, in a general way, for the par- 
ticular examination and instruction under the succeeding 
rubric. The latter may fitly be used when the sick man is 
sluggish, or inclined to inattention ; as, being broken into 
short sentences with occasional questions, it is more likely 
to arrest his attention tban a more continuous form. 

" Then the Minister shall rehearse the Articles of ttie 
Faithr 

* First rubric after Creed. f Fourth rubric after Creed. 

X In the prayer "0 most merciful God." 
§ In the anthem "0 Saviour of the world. *^ 
I) In the first benediction. 
i The final blessing. 
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" Then shall the Minister examine whether he repent 

him truly,* ^c. 

And now begins the important work of examination 
and instruction, to the end of reconciliation, requiring 
in the Minister all the ability, tenderness, patience, dis- 
cretion, and wisdom of which he is capable. 

The opening prayers being ended, the Minister will 
rise from his knees, and seating himself at the bedside 
of the sick man, proceed either at once with the Exhor- 
tation, or with such general inquiries as he may think 
fit, to enable him to understand the condition of the 
patient. And if he have not before done it, he may 
now make the Inquiries of the Sick Man, (p. 4,) laying 
the book open before him, so as to ask the particular 
points there given, yet looking at the sick man as in general 
colloquy. And, no doubt, here is an incipient difficulty, 
viz. to draw the sick into conference ; sometimes he will 
find them morose ; sometimes over talkative ; sometimes 
endeavouring to avoid conversation on serious topics. 
Of course it is impossible to prescribe for all cases : a 
few advices may, however, be useful to our younger 
brethren. 

If the sick is morose or incommunicative, a question 
interposed on some general topic may lead him to open 
himself; e.g., if he has been long ill; if he suffers 
pain ; or the like. From one or two such queries it will 
be easy to bring him on to the point the Minister desires. 

If, on the other hand, the sick person be over garru- 
lous, i.e., to a degree which renders it impossible for 
the Priest to fin him to the points desired, it is advisable 
simply, with steadiness and kindness, to propose the next 
inquiries as soon as a reply has been obtained, cutting 
short all running out into lengthy statements. 

If he determinately endeavours to avoid serious points, 
and to lead off the Priest to other topics, it will be 
well to say kindly, "We will talk of such matters 
presently; let us now attend to the more important 
object for which I have come to see you." This, how- 
ever, is a case that will sometimes give a Clergyman 
very much difficulty. 

In all these cases (and indeed in all cases whatever) 
Bishop Andrewes' concluding memorandum is important: 
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" To take occasion out of his own mouth.'* Some ex- 
pression will often be dropped by the sick, which will 
give the Priest an opportunity to lead him on to the 
very points he wishes to bring before him. For instance, 
the answer to the inquiry whether he be a communicant, 
(if made of the sick man,) will often be that he felt 
himself unfit to receive the Communion; this will 
naturally, by a remark on the testimony of conscience, 
lead to the examination of repentance. This may serve 
to illustrate other like cases. 

And here one or two cautions may be useful. First, 
to resist a tendency in the Priest's conference with the 
sick to degenerate into a common conversation on un- 
important or even on extraneous matters, or about other 
persons. And this snare will be greater the more the 
rank of the sick approaches that of the Minister, the 
more they move in the same circle, or the more he is of 
the number of the Clergyman's friends or intimates. 
In all these cases there is a natural disinclination on his 
part to examine into points which it may give the other 
pain or annoyance to be spoken to about ; and a shrinking 
on the part of the sick from admitting facts which may 
make his friend or his associate think otherwise of him 
than he would wish him to do. Besides, some persons, 
especially in the class alluded to, are inclined to make 
the Clergyman's visit an opportunity for relaxation of 
the mind, for some pleasant conversation, or even for 
hearing the news of the day. This must never be per- 
mitted. The Priest must remember the object of his 
visit, the performance of a certain office, viz., the fitting 
by instruction, exhortation, and prayer, the sick man for 
appecuing before God's judgment seat, if his illness 
terminate fatally, or for a holy and a Christian life, if it 
end in recovery ; and that the conference he enters into 
with the sick is to carry out this object, and no other. 
Let him bear in mind that all are alike in the eyes of 
God ; that he bears God's message and ministry alike 
to all, high and low, rich and poor. Therefore if the 
sick be on such terms with him, or in such a position, 
that the conversation of the Priest will be a relaxation or 
an enjoyment to him, let him pay him intermediate visits 
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at other times for this purpose; these can douhtless 
often he made indirectly the means of much usefuhiess ; 
hut let him never mix up unimportant with important 
matters^ or let reUgious conference dwindle into general 
conversation. 

A further caution cannot he hetter expressed than in 
the words of Ostervald : — *' It would he deceiving him- 
self (for a Pastor) to imagine that he must visit the sick 
for the sake of haranguing and making sermons hy their 
hed-side. The most favourable judgment we can form 
of Ministers who act thus, is, that they are extremely 
ignorant."* 

Another preliminary caution is as to Dissenters, or 
those who occasionally attend Dissenting conventicles, 
and those of another Communion. It will he important 
not at once to enter into controversy. Of course, in 
such cases, the Visitation Office cannot be carried on 
through all its parts, as with a faithful member of the 
Church. But there are many preliminary steps which 
the Priest may take with such persons, which may 
eventually lead tbem to enter, or to return into perfect 
communion with the Church. All this, however, may he 
marred by at once, or in a hard dry spirit, going into 
the points of difference or controversy. For it must 
be remembered that the majority of Dissenters among 
us are so ratber from ignorance than evil intention ; and 
that no man ought to be dealt with in strictness as a 
schismatic or heretic unless he persists in error after 
warning. Of course obstinate Dissenters, or those who 
have separated from the Church from well-considered 
objections to her doctrines are not here meant ; these 
will in general not give notice of sickness to the Clergy 
of the Church ; or, if they offer to visit them, will 
decline their ministrations. But in other Dissenters, 
the fact of their giving notice of sickness to the Priest, 
or their willingness to receive his instructions and avail 
themselves of his office, are hopeful signs, as showing at 
least a latent wish to be looked upon as not separate from 
the Church. We have given, p. 360, a form of address 
which the Priest may use in such a case ; and the note 

* Ostervald' s Lectures on the Sacred Ministry, translated by 
Thomas Stevens, 1781. 
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there appended will show what we think should be the 
course pursued. Here it is only necessary again to ob- 
serve that a kind inquiry as to the cause of differing 
from the Church, or joining with those separate from 
her, will often be met by such a reply as will enable the 
Priest, plainly rather than controversially, to lay out the 
orthodox faith and the true nature of the Church, sup- 
ported by Scripture proofs. This, if done in a mild 
yet unswerving manner, will for the most part be thank- 
fully received ; and may be the means of bringing such 
a sick man into full communion with the Church. In 
the event of the sick, however, in such a case remaining 
obstinate, it may be well (at least in a dangerous illness) 
to make some general exhortation to self-examination 
and repentance ; though, of course, direct ministration 
cannot in that case be performed. 

If the sick man be surrounded by his friends when 
the Priest is about to begin his conference and ex- 
amination, it will be advisable to ask them to retire 
from the room ; or if that be impracticable, at least 
from the immediate vicinity of the bed. For expe- 
rience proves that the sick will seldom give his un- 
divided attention to the Minister while his friends are 
about him. They will interrupt his conference with 
the sick by unnecessary or absurd remarks ; or in case of 
dangerous illness by uncontrollable outbreaks of grief; 
and the sick man feels a natural repugnance to going 
into matters of faith and repentance, involving recon- 
ciliation and restitution, in the hearing of other parties. 
Of course it is meet that those about the sick should be 
allowed and even encouraged to join in the prayers ; and 
it will be well when asking them to step aside for a few 
moments while he confers with the sick man, for the 
Priest to add that when he resumes prayer he will give 
them notice that they may take part in it. The person 
accompanying the Priest (see p. xxxvi) should sdso, of 
.course, be removed or dismissed before the Priest 
examines the faith and repentance of the sick. 

" All this I steadfastly believc'^l As it must not 
be supposed that the Church requires merely a nominal 
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assent to a bare fonii of words, without being solicitous 
that her members should both understand and apply 
what they profess with their lips, and attach a true and 
orthodox meaning to the expression of her faith, the 
Minister will, for the most part, find it necessary to go 
into the subject of the sick man's faith more fully. To 
this effect Bishop Wilson says, '^ But lest sick people, 
and such as are of a slow understanding, should profess 
with their lips what they are not able to apply to their 
soul's comfort ; it will be highly charitable and useful, 
after repeating the Creed, to propose the use that ought 
to be made of it, in short questions *^* Short and 
simple queries indeed will in general be found the 
most profitable method of explaining the Creed, both as 
keeping up the sick person's attention, and most readily 
ascertaining any points of which he may be either 
doubtful or ignorant, and on which, therefore, he may 
require particular instruction. To aid the Priest in this 
matter we have given some forms in which this ex- 
amination of the sick man's faith may be made. 
And as various minds, various degrees of inteUigence, 
and various modes of thought may require (in order 
to benefit them) the same great truths to be pre- 
sented to them in various ways, we have given several 
different forms at pp. 415, 419, 426, 434; besides 
those which enter into the more extended examinations, 
pp. 454, 464, 472, and 487. It must not, however, be 
understood that these are meant to supersede in the 
Minister an accurate acquaintance with, and a readiness 
in explaining and illustrating the doctrines contained 
in the. Creed. For if, as Bishop Sparrow says, "whatso- 
ever was prefigured in the patriarchs, or taught in the 
Scriptures, or foretold by the Prophets, concerning God 
the Father, Son and Holy Ghost, is all briefly con- 
tained in the Apostles' Creed ;" and that " this Creed is 
the touchstone to try true faith from false, the rule of 
faith contrary to which no man can teach or beheve ;" 
that " holding this rule we shall be able to convince all 
heretics whatsoever that they be departed from the 
truth ;"t it is obvious that it will be the Priest's duty 
so entirely to possess himself of the full interpretation of 
* Parochialia. Works, i. 428. f Sparrow's Rationale, 262. 
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all its articles as to make it subserve in the most thorough 
manner the great purpose of instructing the sick man in 
all points of belief, the denial or neglect of which may 
in any degree endanger his salvation. 

Where it is thought that from extreme ignorance, or 
from great weakness, or intense suffering, the catechetical 
method cannot well be employed, the plain inculcation 
of the doctrine contained in the several articles of the 
Creed, at p. 415, may be fitly used. 

In communicating this instruction on his faith to the 
sick man, whether by direct explanation or by questions, 
the Priest should keep before his mind the following 
Rules of Bishop Taylor ; for the reasons of which he is 
referred to Holy Dying, c. iv. s. 3. 

1 . The Priest should endeavour to keep his sick free 
from any doubt concerning that which he beUeved and 
received from common consent in the days when his 
health and judgment were strongest. 

2. He should teach him to mingle the recital of his 
Creed together with his prayers, and to avoid putting 
his trust in the confessions of parties and factions. 

3. He should take care that the sick man's faith be 
especially active about the promises of grace and the 
excellent things of the Gospel. 

4. He should endeavour to turn the sick man's faith 
of the articles into the love of them. 

5. He should be very careful that the sick man's faith 
be not tempted by any man, or any thing ; and when it is 
in any degree, he should so direct him as that he may. 
lay fast hold upon the conclusion, upon the article itself, 
and by earnest prayer beg of God to guide him in 
certainty and safety. 

Notwithstanding these assistances and these rules, 
cases of difficulty will sometimes occur. Thus the very 
unlearned will sometimes demur to the articles of the 
descent into hell, the final judgment of the quick and 
the dead, and the Catholic Church ; not from unbelief, 
but from ignorance of the real meaning of the terms in 
which the article is expressed, and which perhaps they 
have never before seriously examined into. These are 
simple cases, and are easily dealt with, so that they be 
treated with tenderness and consideration. More diffi- 
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cult and distressing is the following case^ which it may 
be useful to record for the instruction of our younger 
brethren. 

The Priest was hastily summoned about midnight to 
visit A. B. who had been suddenly seized with an aggra- 
vation of disease of the heart, which threaten^ed speedy 
death. Of this he was himself aware. He was before 
quite unknowii to the Priest. On examining into his 
faith, he stated that though he had been externally a 
professing member of the Church, he did not believe 
the article of the Incarnation. To this point then the 
Minister particularly addressed himself; and on a further 
inquiry it was elicited that he admitted, or even believed 
the various acts of our Blessed Lord's Life and Death, 
but would not assent to the truth that the Second 
Person of the Blessed Trinity, the Only Begotten 
Son of God, being conceived by the Holy Ghost, 
was bom into this world, of the Blessed Virgin, in the 
nature of man. He admitted generally the Bible to be 
the Word of God ; but when particular texts were ad- 
duced to prove the doctrine of which he doubted, he 
refused his assent to them as to the doctrine itself. On 
this point, however, (as is general in such cases,) he 
was inconsistent and wavering. The case was rendered 
particularly distressing on account of the rapid approach 
of death ; and also because he professed great contrition 
for his offences, and a general reliance on the mercy of 
the Deity ; and desired the prayers of the Church. A 
prayer for enlightenment and faith was said over him, 
the use of the Prayers of the Church being manifestly 
impossible in the case. On further and careful con- 
versation it was discovered that his faith was withheld 
because he could not, by means of his reason, see the 
possibility of the Incarnation as proposed in the Creed. 
It was then shown to him how men of the greatest 
learning, most powerful minds, and profoundest wisdom, 
who had investigated the subject, had professed their 
firm behef in the doctrine ; and that the Church, in all 
portions and all ages, had taught this doctrine, which had 
been received by all her members. To this line of 
argument he was (by God's mercy) open ; and, after 
some consideration and much conference, he professed 
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an assent to the doctrine in such sense as those of more 
ability than himself, who had investigated it, received it, 
as Holy Scripture taught it, and the Church proposed it. 
He also admitted that his hopes of acceptance and sal- 
vation were in and through our Blessed Lord. He 
made these professions more than once, and, as he said, 
sincerely. The Priest then proceeded in ministering to 
him, and in the Prayers of the Church. Some hours 
were spent with him, and very soon after the departure 
of the Clergyman he died. The case is, of course, ad- 
mitted to be fearfully painful and unsatisfactory ; but is 
here recorded to show the difficulties sometimes experi- 
enced in examinations of faith, and the means that may 
be taken in dealing with those difficulties. 

The sick man's faith being now ascertained, his errors 
therein rectified, and his doubts or perplexities removed, 
the Church directs the Minister to proceed to examine 
his repentance ; and this, it must be admitted, is no easy 
office in most cases. For in a great part of mankind, 
the conscience is so httle used to be consulted, that it 
will be found dull and sluggish ; and many are so little 
accustomed to make the revealed precepts of God their 
law, or ever to test their life by God's Word, that they 
will be found really ignorant of wkat sin is. And since no 
man can repent of his sins (to any real purpose) without 
knowing them, all our great Divines have recommended 
that the divine precepts should be set out, and the sick 
man's breaches of them brought to his remembrance ; 
and many of them have provided methods for that pur- 
pose. Of these we have in the present volume given a 
few ; and, on account of the importance of this part of 
the Visitation Office, (the examination " whether he re- 
pent him truly of his sins,") we have extended this part 
of the work much beyond what we originally intended. 
For indeed the minds, the habits of thought, the power 
of conscience, and the sensitiveness of personal failing 
are so very different in different individuals, that a variety 
of forms of examination, differing in method, in par- 
ticularity, and in extent must be provided, to be at all 
useful; nor indeed must it be supposed that all the 
forms here supplied will meet every case, or obviate all 
c 
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tbonght or trouble on the part of the Priest ; but they 
will, it is hoped, aid him in most cases ; and even in those 
where they are themselves unavailable, and must be 
extensively departed from, will be, at least, useful as 
suggestive of the method of examination. 

It will be found then that these forms are more par- 
ticular, higher, and fuller in their nature, in the order 
in which they succeed one another in this volume. That 
is, the earher ones are more applicable to the case of the 
ignorant and dull conscience, the latter to that of the 
tender and testifying conscience. We must beg the 
special attention of our brethren to this fact : for to use 
KettlewelFs or Sherlock's form with a careless person, 
who never has taken account of himself as he appears in 
the eyes of God (and indeed cannot at once bring his 
conscience to do so), would not only be comparatively 
useless, but further would have this directly ill effect — 
that as it would put before him sins, which (however 
present to an earnest-minded, striving person) his con- 
science lacks the abili^^ to realize as sins, he would at 
once pronounce himself free from them, while in truth 
he was guilty of far greater, and deeper, and more mani- 
fold offences ; and thus he might be inclined to think 
rather of the many offences his conscience did not 
testify of, than of the great sins of which it did accuse 
him. This cannot be too carefully avoided. And again 
on the other hand : the use of a very simple form of 
examination vdth the advanced Christian, or with an 
instructed and testifying conscience, would be unsatis- 
factory as not sufficiently exciting and deepening re- 
pentance. 

Thus, to be more particular. Bishop Wilson's method 
m\\ be found suitable {mth due judgment and discretion) 
to the case of most sick people ; being excessively plain, 
and setting out the more usual sins into which men fall, 
in simple words. The next form, taken from Bishop 
Cosin, is suitable to the case of those whom, from 
weakness or inability, it is thought better not to question 
by direct examination ; or of those again, who, from sul- 
lenness or any disinclination, are unwilling to reply to 
inquiries ; or of those who are unrepentant or not 
sufficiently repentant. In all these cases Bishop Cosin' s 
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adumeration of sins against each commandment may be 
deliberately recited, the Minister frequently exhorting 
the sick man to lay them to heart, and to consider 
seriously with himself of which and how many of them 
he has been guilty before God. Again : it is believed that 
this form will be a considerable assistance in those cases 
where the Priest thinks it better not to adhere exactly 
to any form, by keeping before him the offences he may 
have to bring to the sick man's mind, and enabling him to 
give method and individuality to the line of his teaching. 

The next form, p. 454, has been put together by the 
Compilers to meet the case where the Minister sees fit, for 
special reasons, to put before the sick the very words of 
Holy Scripture which forbid a sin or enjoin a duty; 
and to assist him in dealing with the case of (what may 
be called) a cavilling conscience; viz., where the sick 
man when any offence is put before him, will admit him- 
self to have been guilty of it, but will dispute its being 
wrong, or sinful, or forbidden in Scripture. As a 
further help, the references to the chapter and verse 
have been given in this case, to enable the Minister 
not only to quote the words, but to point out the very 
place of Scripture which applies. 

Dr. Isham's and Kettlewell*s forms are successive 
advances on Bishop Wilson's ; and Sherlock's is (as has 
been said) the most particular and extended, and will be 
found useful in the case of instructed persons of an 
active conscience, and of advanced Christians, who, as 
they are free from the grosser sins, need to have the 
more minute brought to their remembrance, that they 
may cast out every accursed thing ; lest otherwise even 
they die with some sins unrepented of, because unheeded 
or unremembered. 

Finally, because the Minister may be called to one 
with whom, by reason of the suddenness of his seizure, 
or the extremity of sickness, or rapidly failing sensibility, 
it is impossible to use any of these forms, or any extended 
method of examination of faith and repentance, we have 
appended a short form said* to be by S. Anselm, Arch- 
bishop of Canterbury, which it is beheved fulfils the 
directions of the rubrics in the Visitation Office. 
* Stearnc's Tractatus de Visitation©, 24. 
c2 
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And here it seems fitting to make some observations 
on the reading of Exhortations^ Advices and Examina- 
tions to the Sick. It may be objected by some that it 
would be more natural that such addresses should be 
framed by the Minister himself at the time, and should 
assume rather the shape of a colloquial discourse than of 
a formal exhortation ; and it might be thought more 
useful that the Minister should speak to the sick man 
vnthout any reference to a form, as being more likely 
to awaken and secure his attention, than that he should 
read from a book. In answer to this, we say: 
that there is, perhaps, too much a tendency to run 
rather into generalities, than to address himself particu- 
larly to the points of the sick man's case, where the 
Minister has no form or aid to guide him ; that all men 
have not the facility of speech or of thought which 
would enable them profitably to exhort and confer with 
the sick ; that those who have the ability, even in a 
high degree, to do so, may be called to a sick man at a 
moment when from illness, depression of spirits or other 
causes they may find it impossible to speak as freely 
or as profitably to him as they would wish ; or that cir- 
cumstances may arise in the course of their visit, even 
from the manner or remarks of the sick themselves, 
which make it difficult for them to say all thev wish as 
they wish ; that there are so many various and varying 
circumstances in the different cases that may arise, that a 
Priest has never considered or before met with, as to ren- 
der it impossible for him to frame an address to the sick 
at the moment, bearing with all the distinctness and force 
he could desire on the particular case. These difficulties 
are very great to the young and inexperienced Minister ; 
through whose want of skill in dealing with such sick, 
and want of ability in addressing or examining them, the 
sick man's soul may take great harm; and by their 
dealing in vague generalities where the case required 
careful searching into particulars, and exhortation on its 
special points, and clearing away individual difficulties, 
the sick may die unsatisfied himself, unrepentant, and 
unreconciled to God ; or may rise from his sick bed to 
live over the same course which due inquiry and skilful 
management might, under God, have reclaimed him 
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from. To such inexperienced, or timid brethren, we 
trust the forms of exhortation and the like, here giyen, 
may prove a valuable help ; while they may not be use- 
less to any. For on the one hand, those who begin by 
using such methods as these, may in time and by their 
aid acquire facility in addressing, and retain arrangement 
and distinctness in dealing with the sick ; and on the 
other, the most experienced and able may find them of 
use, either as a model to give form and arrangement to 
their own exhortations and inquiries, or to fall back upon 
if they find themselves unable at any time to speak to 
the sick with their usual fluency and ability, or to refer 
to in cases of particular difficulty, for which they may 
not be prepared. 

Any one, indeed, who has closely watched the 
effect of the exhortation in the Visitation Office, when 
feelingly read, must be prepared to admit that a 
formal address is not without its own peculiar advan- 
tages. The reasons of which are perhaps such as fol- 
low : it admits of the exhibition of a more quiet and 
sustained authority, as though the Priest were speaking 
more as one bearing a commission, and less from his own 
mouth ; it admits of a more deliberate and collected 
manner, in matters very often of great weight, in which 
an assured and self-possessed tone is felt by the sick to 
be a very great comfort ; and it secures greater method 
in the matter, and greater exactness in the statement of 
sacred things. Further, let it not be thought to be 
descending too low to mention that what is read from 
a book has its own weight, and comes with at least a 
book's authority, notoriously not small in the eyes of 
many. 

These advantages, we believe, will be found fully to 
counterbalance any apparent objection to the use of such 
forms and methods, as not being natural or impressive. 
But, indeed, we do not suppose these forms to be read 
over in a mere dry perfunctory manner. And we are 
anxious to impress on our brethren these cautions as to 
their use. The Minister having decided, from the cir- 
cumstances of the case, what exhortation, address, or 
examination (as the case may be) he will use, should 
read it deliberately and affectionately ; throwing himself. 
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in as far as he can, into its tenor and spirit ; and using 
those inflections of voice, and gestures which are na- 
tural to him in colloquial discourse. To keep the sick 
man's attention he will do well often to look from the 
book, and to catch his eye, while reading. To assist 
him in all this, these forms are mostly in very short 
sentences, and have been freed from obsolete or strange 
words such as are foreign to the usual conversation of 
the clergy. In the examinations of faith and of repent- 
ance the questions are so short and simple that the Priest 
can, for the most part, take them in at a glance, and look 
upon the sick man as he puts them. The sick will gene- 
rally be found freely to answer and meet the questions ; 
but it must be left to the discretion of the Priest, dealing 
with the particular idiosyncrasy of the patient, and the 
peculiar state of his disease, whether to require an 
answer to all the questions, or to leave some to be an- 
swered as it were rather by the heart than the lips. 
Some questions, however, should on no account be passed 
over without eliciting a distinct reply : as, e.g., those on 
the great articles of the Christian faith, on reality and 
truth of repentance, and of sole confidence in the sacri- 
fice of the Cross, of steadfast intention to live and die 
in the faith and communion of the Church, of entire 
forgiveness of enemies ; and some others the importance 
of which the Minister will perceive as he uses them.* In 
cases of exhaustion or the like, the sick man should be 
desired not to make a verbal reply to the questions, when 
it distresses him to do so ; but to signify his answer by a 
gesture of the head or hand, or even by a look. In this 
way the Priest will acquire facility in the use of these 
exhortations and forms of examination ; and they will 
come, in time, so to impress themselves on his memorv, 
that he will be able to read or recite them with only 
an occasional glance at the book which is in his hand. 
These are the fruits of our experience in the use of such 
methods; and we can assert that they have been received 
almost always with attention; often with great and ex- 

* If an unsatisfactory or evasive answer be made to any of these, 
the subject must of course be gone into at once, before proceeding 
in the examination. 
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pressed thankfulness and comfort ; and sometimes with 
yisible emotion even to tears. 

And to close this subject we may observe, that the 
use of such forms is recommended by almost all our 
eminent Divines who have treated the subject; who 
have themselves compiled forms of exhortation and 
examination; and it is, indeed, based on and autho- 
rized by the practice of the Church, who in this very 
office has directed us to use a form of exhortation 
with the sick, and has commanded the Minister to 
rehearse the articles of the faith in the form of an 
examination ; and in other offices, as, for instance. 
Baptism and Ordination, has not left the inquiries and 
examination to the discretion of her Ministers, but has 
provided special forms in which they are to be made. 

It will sometimes happen that particular circumstances 
or states of mind will be found to exist in the sick man, 
which will require a particular treatment. Thus, he 
may be troubled with reUgious scniples, with melancholy 
or despair, with blasphemous or wicked thoughts. These 
circumstances or feelings in the sick man's case, will be 
apparent in the replies to the general inquiries to be made 
of those about him, or of himself; or they will imfold 
themselves at the very outset of the examination into 
his faith and repentance. And it is plain that in such 
cases the Priest cannot proceed in the regular course of 
examination and reconciliation, until these impediments 
have been previously sought into, and alleviated or re- 
moved by special prayer and spiritual counsel. Or the 
case of the sick man may exhibit features of special 
hardness and impenitence ; under which circumstances it 
will be evidently necessary to employ, previously to all 
other ministrations, means calculated, as on the one hand 
to arouse the fears of the sinner for his eternal welfare, 
so, on the other, to soften his heart by the exhibition of 
GoD*s patience and long-suflFering. Again, it is very 
clear that little can be done effectually towards the 
reconciliation of a sinner with his God, if his mind be 
drawn off from the contemplation of things spiritual by 
the presence of worldly losses or troubles, if he " be swal- 
lowed up with overmuch sorrow." Some definite efforts 
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must be made by the guide of souls to remove this state 
of mind, before he can successfully proceed in his minis- 
trations for the spiritual welfare and peace of the sick. 

In order to assist the Minister in these various cases, 
we have provided Lections, Exhortations, and Consider- 
ations, (for an enumeration of which we refer to the table 
of contents) directed to those particular states of mind ; 
and we have compiled Offices for one tempted to despair, 
for one impenitent, and a special Office of consolation in 
great calamity ; which we recommend our brethren to 
use in the respective cases, before proceeding with the 
Visitation Office, or in the course of its use. 

The first case above alluded to, that of one distressed 
in mind or troubled with frightful and blasphemous 
thoughts, is of so much importance, and requires so 
much skill and tenderness in its treatment, that we are 
unwilhng to pass it by without some special advices to 
our younger brethren. Such mental maladies may arise 
out of the following causes : a diseased state of the 
body aifecting the mind may produce melancholy, un- 
natural dread, strange and fanciful terrors, blasphemous 
suggestions, and the like ; a consciousness of past sins, 
which for God's good purposes are allowed to vex 
and harass the sinner with the remembrance of them ; 
distorted views in religion, in which wrong notions 
concerning God and His eternal decrees form the most 
prominent and dangerous error, and produce what is 
commonly called religious melancholy ; spiritual agency, 
the devil being sometimes allowed a more than usual 
power to vex the saints of the Lord, to try their faith. 

It will require all the Priest's care to discriminate 
in these several kinds of the malady, since he will 
obviously have to act differently according to the several 
cases ; he will do well therefore to ascertain the real 
cause of the disorder by inquiry of the patient (in 
which he will be assisted by the questions at p. 553), 
and of his friends concerning his habits, ways of think- 
ing, &c. ; and also by dihgent personal observation of 
him ; and by council with his medical adviser, should 
any have been called in to him. All this should be done 
without any such abruptness, as may occasion distress 
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to his patient ; but with gentleness and sympathy, and 
as opportunity may be given. 

Until he has been enabled to make up his mind as to 
the true nature of the case, the Priest's proceedings 
must be of a general character, both as to prayer and 
exhortation ; and in order to acquire the confidence of 
his patient, these should rather be calculated to humour 
his present feelings and sentiments, as fully realizing 
the state of mind described, than in any way to make 
light of them ; for the sufferer will set this down at 
once to want of sympathy and acquaintance with the 
malady, and consequent incompetency to understand his 
case. The office supplied in this book for such persons 
will be found to accommodate itself to this stage in the 
Priest's progress with his patient. 

If he should determine that the malady is one of 
the body, let him adrise the sick man to place confidence 
in the remedies resorted to by his physician ; assuring 
him that after a due dependance upon God and prayer to 
Him, the most natural means of cure are in the power 
of medical art. It will be well in the meanwhile to 
speak hopefully of his speedy return to his former peace 
of mind, if he submit himself with faith to the directions 
of his medical adviser. And that he may not want 
comfort as respects the present attacks of his disorder, 
he may be assured that God will hereafter judge him, 
not by his infected imaginings as a sick man, but by 
his own voluntary and unrestrained actions up to the 
time he was sound in health of mind and body. And 
here the General Directions at p. 556, will be found 
useful. The Minister should further take occasion to 
dwell on the infinite mercy of God; in which, as it 
respects this case, the Fourth Consideration by Bishop 
Taylor, p. 395, will be of assistance. 

If, however, the Priest should conclude upon exami- 
nation, that his terrors of mind proceed from conscious- 
ness of sin, and remembrance of an ill-spent life, then 
he should adopt, with little variation, the same measures 
which he would pursue in the case of any repentant sin- 
ner ; and indeed no better directions can be given for the 
treatment of this case than those of Bishop Wilson, p. 
372 — 3, preceding the exhortation. The real object to 
c3 
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be kept in view is to make the consciojisDess of sin and 
the impression of God's judgments upon it work true 
repentance, and not mere terror ; that so he may at last 
entertain hopes of God's mercy. Parts of Bishop Tay- 
lor's Considerations, First Form, p. 385, may be used 
here with advantage. But as sometimes the conscious- 
ness of sin is not so well grounded, and arises from a 
scrupulous temper of mind, pondering morbidly over 
slight offences and sins of infirmity, the Minister should 
in such a case at once proceed to give comfort. 

But if he perceive, as will not unfrequently be the 
case, that the terrors of mind and other peculiarities of 
the sufferer's state are the resultof perverted views on mat- 
ters of religion, then he must prepare himself for a work 
requiring considerable knowledge, coupled with the exer- 
cise of idl the spiritual appliances of which he is capable. 

The gentlest form of this affliction is when religious 
persons are under apprehensions of not being in the fa- 
vour of God, because they find their devotions to be very 
often cold and distracted, and their delight in spiritual 
matters not so great and lasting as it is in the things of 
this world ; or because their sorrow for sin is not suffi- 
ciently vehement. Such persons should be instructed 
that the different degrees of affection with which men 
serve God, or lament their sins, depend, in some degree, 
upon the difference of their temperament. That anguish 
of mind for sin is not absolutely necessary: since an 
abiding hatred of sin, when a true penitence exists, is 
sufficient ; and sensitive anguish is not within the reach 
of everybody. That the zeal and warmth with which 
some people are affected is not always an argument of 
personal goodness. That as to distractions of thoughts 
in the service of God, they are owing for the most part 
to bodily weakness ; and therefore if we do not give way 
to them, but do all we can to suppress our wanderings 
of mind, God will make every allowance for the infirmi- 
ties of our nature. 

A more aggravated form of this malady is when per- 
sons think all their religion to be owing to their fears ; 
and fear being a slavish and sordid passion, they con- 
clude that all those services which are not the result of 
a higher principle wiU be rejected by God. And some- 
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times they will adduce Rev. xxi. 8, as applying to them ; 
whereas by "fearful" in this place (they must be told) 
is meant either such as refuse to embrace the Christian 
religion, or having embraced it, are afraid to continue 
steadfast to the end. 

To cure such unhappy notions as these, it may be 
argued, first, that it is plain from Scripture that the 
first beginnings of, or movements towards a holy life 
are very often owing to fear ; secondly, that to this pas- 
sion our Saviour and His Apostles constantly appeal : 
S. Matt. X. 28 ; S. Mark xvi. 16 ; Phil. ii. 12 ; 2 Cor. 
V. 10, 11; Heb. X. 31. 

But often the Minister will find that wrong notions 
concerning God's decrees with regard to man are at the 
bottom of all the terrors of mind under which the pa- 
tient is suffering ; and then the exhortation at p. 565 
will be found of assistance to him. This feature of the 
malady often presents itself in a very aggravated form, 
and not imfrequently terminates in mcurable madness. 
It will also be found to be accompanied with symptoms 
(at the least imaginary ones on the part of the patient) 
of the next form we have mentioned of the disease ; viz., 
that terrors of mind are sometimes occasioned by the 
malice of the devil and the powers of darkness. 

No one, indeed, can doubt that there is a possibility in 
many cases of mental malady, of the intervention of 
higher than merely natural causes. We have therefore 
so formed our office, and selected our exhortation, as, 
on the one hand, not to give in them an undue promi- 
nence to the belief in the existence of supernatural 
causes, as the not improbable explanation of many cases 
of the troubled mind ; while, on the other hand, we might 
not be accused of altogether overlooking it, and neglect- 
ing all provision for it. And though we have thought it 
our duty to make this provision against a possible case, 
we have used the reserve noticeable in those of our di- 
vines who have prepared prayers or written on this sub- 
ject, with a desire to check a too hasty assent to such a 
view as affording the obvious explanation of any indivi- 
dual case presenting unusually alarming symptoms ; and 
accordingly we have provided the Priest with a line of 
argument, pp. 570 — 3, which, if the sufferer's notion be 
o]]Jy a fanciful delusion, may be of force to set it aside. 
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And here we may observe, that even if no well-ascer- 
tained case of supernatural agency should occur in the 
experience of any of our brethren, it might yet be found 
highly desirable to deal with some cases, for the time 
being, as if the parties were indeed subject to the influ- 
ences under which they declare themselves to be labouring; 
viz., that certain blasphemous suggestions are from the 
devil: impressions to dispossess them of which the Priest 
will require no ordinary degree of management and skill. 

The prayer, p. 52, though its professed object is dif- 
ferent, may be easily accommodated to this case ; and 
the exhortation, p. 566, will point out the manner of 
dealing with a person so afflicted. 

In dealing generally with this case of temptation, the 
Minister shoiQd show the sick, that to persons so trou- 
bled as they are, it should not be a matter of despair, 
when they are assaulted with the most violent tempta- 
tions of the devil ; since God has appointed that we 
should " wrestle not only against flesh and blood, but 
against principalities, against powers, against the rulers 
of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wicked- 
ness," or wicked spirits "in high places." Eph. vi. 12. 
And therefore we may " count it all joy when we fall into 
divers temptations," (S. James i. 2,) knowing that He has 
only designed them for our trial, and to afford us oppor- 
tunity of triumphing over them ; that accordingly the 
tempter desired to have S. Peter, that he might sift him 
as wheat, but his temptations were S. Peter's triumphs ; 
that our Saviour Himself was tempted by the devil, and 
the best of men have always been most obnoxious to his 
malice ; and that if they are not tempted in the special 
way of these their afflictions, yet in some other ; the same 
afflictions being accomplished in our brethren in the 
world, (1 S.Pet.v. 9 ;) and that to live in carnal security, 
without molestation firom him, is the most dangerous state. 

The last form of the disorder will be often found ac- 
companied with extraordinary promptings to self-destruc- 
tion. The instructions at p. 53 will meet this case ; but it 
should be observed that Sutton's Lection XII., there re- 
commended, is more especially suitable to temptations to 
suicide arising out of the pressure of calamity, &c. 

In the general treatment of all these disorders of the 
mind, we cannot too strongly recommend a quiet easy 
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tone of confidence to the Minister. The patient must 
not be led to suppose that his peculiarities are novelties 
to the Priest's mind ; nor must the Priest on the other 
hand, too hastily ascribe all such cases to insanity, and 
so think them beyond his aid and office. While he must 
study to keep up a cheerful manner in his intercourse 
with his patient, he must carefully avoid any appearance 
of making light of his disorder. 

Another great point likely to assist him in the suc- 
cessful treatment of his case, is to suggest to his patient 
some plan, natural to the position in which he finds him, 
by winch he may concentrate his energies in an employ- 
ment calculated to call his faculties gradually into healthy 
play. A routine of some light duty, accompanied with 
out-of-door recreation, should be aimed at. We have 
watched with the greatest interest the blessed effect of 
such a regimen for several months, in a case in which 
attendance at the daily service was the duty, -and short 
walks generally the recreation. 

These advices are offered to assist inexperienced 
brethren in dealing with a most difficult case under this 
rubric, that of trouble of mind hindering true repentance 
and reconcihation to God. 

Other cases besides those we have mentioned will re- 
quire a particular line of instruction, and special prayers. 
For as the Church directs her Minister to examine into 
the faith and repentance of the sick, so she also requires 
him to exhort them to the various external acts and inter- 
nal feelings of charity : as, to grant and seek forgiveness of 
wrong, to make restitution, and the hke. But as the 
sick may be found ignorant of or unwilling to perform 
these important duties, it will be essential in such cases 
that the Minister should explain and enforce them by 
particular instruction. The Ancient Exhortation, p. 4 10, 
Kettlewell's Admonition, p. 595, and some of the Lec- 
tions will be found useful in such cases ; and we have 
compiled at some length (from Dr. Assheton's Method 
for Sick and Dying Persons) a particular Exhortation to 
restitution, and instructions on the several cases in which 
it is required and may be practised; which, we hope, will 
meet almost all cases of difficulty on this point which 
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can arise. A prayer for grace to perform this duty, 
which may be profitably used with or after these in- 
structions, will be found at p. 232*. 

And we may remind our brethren how much [they 
may do in such matters as reconciling the sick with 
their enemies, and inducing them to make restitution, 
not only by bringing those duties before them in exhorta- 
tions and instructions, but also by being themselves the 
bearers of messages of forgiveness, of seeking pardon, or 
of offers of restitution. If it be left to the sick them- 
selves, the disinclination to make others privy to such 
matters, — to their ill feelings or acts of injustice, — will 
often make them shrink back from doing that which 
they both desire to do, and have promised the Minister 
they will do. There is also a natural though a culpable 
reluctance to be the first to move in such matters ; and 
the uncertainty how their offer will be received by the 
other party, sometimes altogether deters them from 
making it. Thus they may come to die without per- 
forming this duty ; and the feeling that it ought to have 
been done and was not, heightened by the recollection 
that the duty was brought before them by the Minister, 
and even acknowledged and undertaken by themselves, 
may probably embitter their last moments. An offer from 
the Clergyman to be the bearer of their expressions of 
good will, or of their tenders of restitution, will often be 
received by the sick with joy and thankfulness ; and 
those to whom he bears them will hardly ever decline 
their part of the duty when set before them by a Cler- 
gyman, though they might have listened coldly and been 
unwilling to consent to any overtures made directly by the 
sick, or through any other person ; and his execution of 
the office will amply repay the personal inconvenience and 
trouble it may occasion the Priest, by the reconciliation 
of those long at variance, and the happiness and peace 
of mind, in his death, of him who has thus, in reconciUa- 
tion or in restitution, laid down the great burden of 
a soul long distressed. So, too, in the case of rapidly 
approaching death, the Clergyman may often afford 
very much consolation by undertaking and promising to 
convey protestations of forgiveness of injuries, of sorrow 
for offence, of intentions and desires of restitution, or 
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actual restitution itself, after tlie sick man's death. The 
comfort and peace to the sick and dying, and the good 
effect on those to whom such messages were borne, 
within our own experience, encourage us to press this 
office on the attention of the Clergy. 

A further circumstance which this rubric directs the 
Minister to bring before the sick, which may require 
distinct ministration, and which ought to be disposed of 
before the Priest proceeds with the final offices of recon- 
ciliation, is the disposal of worldly goods, and the 
making a will ; with the various duties of justice and 
charity comprehended therein. When it is considered, 
how important it is that these duties (for the performance 
of which the last opportunity may now be afforded) should 
be properly practised ; how much of injustice, extortion, 
dispute, and ill feeling maybe prevented by a just will ; and 
again, what a solemn act is the disposal and laying out of 
that with which God, for His good and wise purposes, has 
intrusted the sick man; and that the Minister is the 
only person who from his office ought to bring, and, from 
his being an entirely uninterested adviser, may bring these 
things before the sick ; we feel assured that our brethren 
will agree with us not only that the directions of the 
rubric are very important, and ought in all possible 
cases to be observed, but that this is a most fit subject 
for special exhortation and for prayer. We have there- 
fore compiled a short Office to be said with the sick 
when he is about to make his will, seeking God's grace, 
direction, and assistance, in setting about and executing 
this important duty. 

But here some important cautions seem required: 
first, the Minister ought (as indeed the rubric seems to 
suggest) to confine himself to general advices and ex- 
hortations to justice, charity and piety. He should be 
most careful on no account to engage the sick to dis- 
pose of his property or estate, or any portion of it to 
particular objects, however excellent such objects may 
be, or however convinced he may be that such a disposal 
would be the best that the sick man could make. For 
instance, should the Priest know or suspect that the 
sick means unjustly to exclude from his will any parti- 
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cular person who ought in justice to share in his pro- 
perty, it will be safer and better for the Priest in general 
terms to bring before him the great duty of justice, of 
forgiveness, of showing no anger or animosity, and tbe 
great danger to any one who acts otherwise (especially 
awful to one dangerously ill,) than to urge him specially 
to do an act of justice to such a person by name, or to 
advise him to bequeath his property to any particular 
individual. 

Still more should the Priest be cautious not to urge 
or engage the sick to dispose of his property in special 
purposes of charity or piety; as for instance, by mention- 
ing any particular institution or object which he wishes 
the sick man to assist or remember in his will. Rather 
let him point out in general terms the duty of devoting 
to God's service some part of the temporal goods with 
which He has intrusted him, and the many institu- 
tions and laudable objects which may be assisted, and 
mainly depend on such contributions. And this caution 
will commend itself to every thoughtful and right- 
minded man; for besides the great scandal to the 
Church, and probable discredit or inconvenience to him- 
self, it is evidently a breach of the great laws of right 
and wrong, and an offence against God, for the Priest 
to exercise any influence he may, either from his oflice 
or position, have (which may be very considerable) 
over the mind of the sick man, to induce him to benefit 
particular persons, particular objects, or particular cha- 
rities, or to promote special ends ; however just, excel- 
lent, and even necessary, such a disposal of the sick 
man's goods may appear to him to be. 

This important rule, however, must be subject to two 
exceptions: the first, when the sick asks and desires 
the special advice and direction of the Priest, either in 
the general disposal of his property, or in any particular 
doubt or diflSculty he may feel as to any part of it ; 
the second, when the sick man, to the knowledge of 
the Minister, is about to make a disposition of his 
property, which manifestly and plainly violates all rule 
of right and wrong, all justice, and is contrary to all 
moral obligation ; and when, either from perversion in 
judgment or determined sullenness, he refuses to see the 
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application of generd rules of piety, justice, and cha- 
rity. In these cases it seems not only permissihle, but 
a duty for the Minister, in the first, to give his advice 
to the best of his judgment and ability ; in the second, 
to remonstrate, and if need be, to point out even by 
name the persons the sick man is injuring by his pro- 
posed distribution of his property. But then in both 
these cases he should act with great caution and reserve ; 
and not on the impulse of the moment, nor until he 
has sought God's assistance to himself in prayer, and 
in thoughtful reflection. 

On this whole subject we give the sensible and practi- 
cal advice of Ostervald. " We are called," he says, " to 
attend the sick, principally on account of their salvation ; 
but we ought likewise to speak to diem of their temporal 
affairs, and, indeed, we should begin with these. For 
this purpose I suppose two things. 1. That the state of 
the sick person permits it ; for if it does not, we must 
go to the principal point. 2. That he is tolerably well 
disposed to do what he ought in that respect, for without 
that we must wait till we have put him into a proper 
disposition for it. These temporal affairs regard the sick 
man's family or his possessions. First. As to what he 
should do for his family : you should exhort a father to 
pray to God for his ramily and near relatives, and to 
give them his blessing ; you should engage him to exhort 
his family to piety, peace, and union ; and to take all 
the precautions he can, that peace may reign in his 
family after his death. Secondly. With respect to 
his possessions there are likewise three things to be 
done, which you should always have in mind. 1. 
The first, which is not sufficiently thought of, is 
to see, whether the sick man is possessed of nothing 
unjustly ; and whether he has no restitution at all to 
make. You should never visit a sick man without this, 
though he should be poor. You should even propose 
this article to people of probity, of whom you are other- 
wise persuaded. This is necessary, partly for the sake of 
obligmg them to examine themselves upon it, and partly 
for the sake of public edification ; for if you do not 
speak of it to every body, those to whom you do speak 
of it will think that you accuse them. 2. You should 
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speak to the sick man about the disposal he should make 
of his possessions. You should exhort him to act so as 
not to injure any person, and that after his death there 
may no lawsuit arise through his fault. 3. You should 
exhort him to apply some portion of his estate to pious 
uses, provided he can do it without hurting his heirs. 
You must, however, touch upon this point with a great 
deal of discretion, lest it should be thought that our 
Ministers are fond of doing as the Priests of the Roman 
Church do, and of soliciting the sick. On the other 
hand you should touch on this article in such a manner, 
and with such circumstances, that the sick man may 
not imagine that he shall be saved by such donations. 
A Pastor should also discourage all such donations as 
have relation to his own private interest."* 

It vdll sometimes happen, that the sick vdll ask the 
Minister, either from special confidence in him, from 
inability to do so himself, or from unwillingness to 
communicate with a third person, to write down 
his will for him. This he ought if possible to 
avoid ; advising the sick to send for a properly 
qualified person, or even devolving the duty on any 
instructed and trustworthy person in the house, or 
in the neighbourhood, capable of acting as the sick 
man's amanuensis, rather than undertaking it himself. 
But as cases vdll sometimes occur, where (either from 
extremity of sickness, and the rapid approach of death, 
or from the distance of any quahfied person, or there 
not being any one at hand or vdthin call, able or trust- 
worthy to write it down), the Minister must do it, or 
let the sick man die without any signification of his 
wishes as to the disposal of his property, this caution 
may be further necessary : to write down, in as far as 
may be, the very words of the sick man ; merely putting 
them in such order as may make his meaning plain ; 
and then asking him distinctly whether that is exactly 
what he means, and would express. 

It will be well for the Priest to remind the sick that 
an expression of his faith and hope should form part of 
his will ; not only as signifying to his Mends and sur- 

* Ostervald's Lecturesi by Stevens. 
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vivors that he was in the faith and fear of God, hut 
that it may, in the good hand of God, he a means of 
influencing for good his descendants or heirs, eyen in 
years and generations yet to come, and far distant. For 
the very knowledge that an ancestor or predecessor was 
good and just and holy, may even he a check on the 
evil or tempted, that they should not shame them, and 
an incitement to the right-minded that they should 
imitate them ; and the recorded fact that a progenitor 
or a family haye died in the true faith may, under God, 
he an external motive to some to cleave to and main- 
tain that faith. Even in such things is that saying 
true, " The memory of the just is hlessed." 

Some forms of such pious and excellent wills are 
here given as generally suggestive of the way in which 
a profession of faith and a pious disposal of the hody 
and of worldly goods may he expressed. And as in 
remote places, and specially in the colonies and thinly- 
peopled districts, the ahility of the Clergyman to draw 
up a valid vdll may he important, as preventing the 
sick man's dying without the legal expression of his 
last wishes, and the consequent litigation and ill-will 
that may ensue after his death ; a short and plain ah- 
stract of the present law on the suhject is subjoined in 
a note.* 

* A will can only be made in writing ; and it must be signed 
at the end by the testator himself, or, if he is unable to do it, by 
some person for him, in his presence and by his direction ; and 
the testator must either make or acknowledge his signature in the 
presence of two or more persons, who are to be present at the 
same time, and who are to sign their names as attesting witnesses 
in the presence of the testator. No particular form of attestation 
is necessary. If any person is drawing up a will, without legal 
assistance, the best form of expression will be the simplest and 
plainest that can be used. Care must be taken not to bequeath 
legacies to attesting witnesses, or even to the wife or husband of 
an attesting witness, as all legacies so bequeathed are void in law. 
If therefore a testator wishes to give anything to an attesting 
witness, he must do it in some other way than by a legacy. But 
creditors and executors can be attesting witnesses. Persons 
under twenty-one years of age cannot make a valid will. Neither 
can married women in the lifetime of their husbands, except 
where they have property settled on them, with a power of de- 
vising, &c. Devises of land, bequests of leasehold estates, money 
secured on land, arising from the sale of land, or directed to be 
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I. 

Dr. Crristophba Sutton. 

In the year one thousand six hundred and twenty-nine, on the 
third day of April, being Good Friday. The hist will and testa- 
ment of me, Christopher Sntton, Prebend of (the) Cathedral and 
Collegiate Church of S. Peter in Westminster, written with mine 
own hand, in manner and form following. 

In the name of God, Amen. 1, Christopher Sutton, Doctor 
in Divinity, and Prebend of the Cathedral and Collegiate Church 
of Westminster, most unworthy of that title and place, being at 
this present (I give Almighty God praise) of good health and 
memory, do make and ordain my last will and Testament, in form 
and manner following : Imprimis, I commend in humble manner 
both my body and soul into the hands of (the) blessed Trinity. 
My poor sinful soul I commend into the hands of God the 
Father, Who has created it, into the hands of God the (Son), 
my merciful Redeemer, Who hath redeemed it, into the hands of 
God the Holt Ghost (Who hath) sanctified it, and after an 
unspeakable manner infused His grace into it, in prospering (me) 
in my study and calling ; in preserving me. His unworthy servant, 
from innumerable evils whereinto, by the corruption of mine 
nature, I had often fallen. And for my earthly body, I bequeath 
(it) to Christian burial in the place where it shall please God to 
call me out of this mortal life. If it be at Westminster, I hum- 
Disposal of bly crave to be buried before the vestry door, where the choir- 
^dy. men ]^egp their surplices ; to whom I give the sum of five pounds. 

If it please God to call me in the country, I desire to be buried 
with Divine service. If it happen there be a sermon, I request 
the preacher to speak little of praise ; to whom I give twenty 
shillings. 

Item, I give, &c. 

II. 
The Rev. John Kettle well. 

Acknow- ^^ *^® name of the Father, Son, and Holt Ghost, Amen, 

ledgment I» John Kettle well, &c., do make and constitute this my last will 
of 600*8 and testament. First, I do with a truly awful, and affectionate, 
mercies. ^^^^ thankful heart, adore the excellences, and magnify the good- 
laid out in land, or bequests of any interest whatever in land, for 
charitable purposes or pious uses, are void by the Mortmain Act. 
A will can only be revoked by being destroyed, or by the 
execution of a new will. Alterations in a will must be made in 
the same way as the will itself. Persons making any alteration 
in their wills must therefore be careful that the alterations are 
attested and signed in the same way as the will. Any man or 
woman, having made a will, and marrying afterwards, the act of 
marriage generally revokes the will. 
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ness of the Most Holy and Eternal Trinity, for all the innu- 
merable and valuable mercies of the Fathbr, Son, and Holt 
Ghost, shown most seasonably, and of mere grace and bounty 
continued on incessantly, both to my soul and body at all times 
hitherto. I have always lived upon Thy goodness, O my dear 
God, and have ever met it, both in my successes and disappoint- 
ments, in my comforts, and in my afflictions, and in all the acci- 
dents and providential orderings through all the moments of my 
life. I have ever found Thy word a sure word, and Thy promises 
true and stedfast, and an upright adherence to Thy ways, and 
trust in Thy providence, to be the best security and defence in 
all my troubles and trials ; and I have fully proved and expe- 
rienced Thy Paternal care and tenderness, and Thy truth and 
faithfulness all my days. And this I do most gladly and thank- 
fully publish at my death, to Thy glory and praise, among men 
and angels for evermore. 

I do willingly and freely resign my most precious and immortal Commen- 
soul, whensoever it shall please Him to call for it, into the merci- <**tion of 
ful hands of God Who made it, and of His blessed Son Jesus ^ ' 
Christ, Who hath redeemed and washed it with His Blood, and 
of the Holy Ghost, Who, out of His infinite love and good- 
ness, has kept it under the most blissful guidance and comfort 
of His grace. I die firmly assured of the grace and mercy 0^^^^?°^*^ 
God, through the merits of Jesus Christ, to all true penitent re^^te^e. 
sinners that believe the GospeL I am a poor, miserable sinner, 
and infinitely need mercy ; but I know I have a merciful God, 
to take account of me, and a Saviour, Who died for me, to 
judge me ; and I have an humble confidence, through the merits 
of His Blood, that He will freely pardon all my manifold and 
great offences, and look favourably on my repentance, and accept 
my poor and weak, but sincere, and hearty, and well-meant ser- 
vices, when He comes to call me to account for them. And as ffiP***^ °' 
for my body, after my last breath is expired, I leave that to be ^ 
decently interred where my executrix, hereafter named, shall 
think fit, in comfortable and blessed hope of a most happy resur- 
rection from dust and dishonour unto glory, and from the chains 
of death to the triumphs of eternal life, at the last day. And as and estate, 
for all the worldly estate which God hath graciously blessed me 
with, and made me His steward of, my will is to dispose of it to 
the praise of His name, and I trust to His good liking. 

III. 

Bishop Sanderson. 

T, Robert Sanderson, Doctor of Divinity, an unworthy Minister 
of Jesus Christ, and by the providence of God, Bishop of Lin- 
coln, being, by the long continuance of an habitual distemper 
brought to a great bodily weakness and faintness of spirits, but 
(by the great mercy of God) without any bodily pain otherwise, 
or decay of understanding, do make this my will and testament. 
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Commen- 
datioD of 
soul. 



Profession 
of faith. 



(written with my own hand) revoking all my other wills by me 
heretofore made, if -any shall be fonnd. First, I commend my 
soul into the hands of Almighty God, as of a faithful Creator, 
which I humbly beseech Him mercifully to accept, looking upon 
it, not as it is in itself, Cinfinitely polluted with sin) but as it is 
redeemed and purged with the precious Blood of His only beloTed 
Son, and my most sweet Saviour Jesus Christ, in confi- 
dence of Whose merits and mediation alone it is that I cast 
myself upon the mercy of God for the pardon of my sins, and 
the hopes of eternal life. And here I do profess, that as I have 
lived, so (I) desire, and by the grace of God, resolve to die in the 
communion of the Catholic Church of Christ, and a true son of 
the Church of England, which as it stands by law established, to 
be both in doctrine and worship agreeable to the Word of God, 
and in the most, and most material points of both, conformable 
to the faith and practice of the godly Churches of Christ in the 
primitive and purer times, I do firmly believe ; led so to do, not 
so much from the force of custom and education, (to which the 
greatest part of mankind owe their particular different persua- 
sions in point of religion) as upon the clear evidence of truth and 
reason, after a serious and impartial examination of the grounds, 
as well of popery as puritanism, according to that measure of 
understanding, and those opportunities which God has afforded 
me ; and herein I am abundantly satisfied that the schism which 
the papist on the one hand, and the superstition which the puritan 
on the other hand, lay to our charge, are very justly chargeable 
upon themselves respectively. Wherefore I humbly beseech 
Almighty God, the Father of mercies, to preserve the Church 
by His power and providence, in peace, truth, and godliness, 
evermore to the world's end ; which doubtless, He will do, if the 
wickedness and security of a sinful people (and particularly those 
sins that are so rife, and seem daily to increase among us, of 
unthankfuloess, riot, and sacrilege) do not tempt His patience to 
the contrary, &c., &c. 

IV. 

Thomas, Earl of Dorset. 

Hope of The eternal God of heaven and earth, the Father, the Son, 

?™*?»??il' *^^ *^® Holt Ghost, guide and prosper this mine intent and 
purpose ; which, in Their Name, I here take in hand and begin ; 
because that is a truth infallible, such as every Christian ought 
not only perfectly to know and stedfastly believe, but also con- 
tinually to meditate and think upon, namely, that we are bom to 
die ; that nothing in this world is more certain than death, no- 
thing more uncertain than the hour of death, and that no creature 
living knoweth neither when, where, nor how it shall please 
Almighty God to call him out of this mortal life ; so as here we 
live every hour, nay, every instant, a thousand ways subject to 
the sudden stroke of death, which ought to terrify, teach, and 
warn us, to make ourselves ready, as well in the preparation of 
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onr souls to God, as by the disposition of all our earthly fortunes 
to the world, whensoever it shall please th» heavenly Power to 
call us from this miserable and tramsitory life, unto that blessed 
and everlasting life to come ; therefore I, Sir Thomas SackviUe, 
of the noble Order of the Garter, Knight, Baron of Buckhurst, 
Earl of Dorset, and Lord High Treasurer of England, being, at 
this present, thanks be to Almighty God, in sound and perfect 
health both of body and mind, do here ordain, constitute, and 
make this my present last will and testament, the eleventh day of 
August, in the year of our Lord God one thousand six hundred 
and seven, in manner and form following : first, therefore, as a 
living creature most bound thereunto, I here throw down, and 
prostrate myself in all humility and thankfulness at the foot of 
my Creator, Redeemer, and Saviour, rendering unto His Profession 
Divine Majesty, my most lowly, hearty and infinite thanks, in ^^ ^^^^* 
that He hath vouchsafed to create me a man, endued and infused 
with soul and reason, and fashioned like unto the image of His 
own eternal Son, That might have made me a brutish and soul- 
less beast, to have fed and grazed upon the earth, like unto those 
irrational living creatures of the field ; but specially in that He 
hath pleased to make me a Christian man, whereby, in this life, I 
may joy and rejoice with the sound and badge of that glorious 
name ; and when I go from hence, I may thereby and through the 
mercies and goodness of Jesus Christ, depart and die in assu- 
rance and comfort of my soul's and body's sidvation and resurrec- 
tion, and to rest at His right hand, the fruition of those celestial 
and unspeakable joys and blessedness that shall never have end. To 
Him, therefore, my most merciful and omnipotent God, and into 
the hands of His inexplicable and eternal goodness, I give, will, 
and bequeath my soul, firmly and assuredly trusting, believing, 
and freely confessing, that by the death and passion of His Son 
Jesus Christ, and by His only mercy, mean, and mediation for 
me, and by none other, and not by any good work or merit of 
mine own, (although I must acknowledge that I am bound, upon 
pain of damnation, to do as many good works as possibly I can or 
may ; all which when I have done, yet X am but an unprofitable 
servant, and a sinfal creature full of all iniquity) I shall live and 
partake with His Saints, in His heavenly kingdom, of that eternal 
and inexplicable bliss and happiness which He hath prepared for 
His elect ; of which number, through His infinite mercy and good- 
ness, I do confidently and stedfastly hope, know, and believe that 
I am one. And my will is, that my body be buried in the Church ^^^^ °^ 
of Withiam in Sussex. ^' 

V. 
Richard Botlb, EARii of Cork. 

First, I bequeath and humbly commend my soul to Almighty 
God, my Maker ; and His only begotten Son, my sole Saviour, 
Jesus Christ, confidently believing, &c., &c. 

Moreover, I do, upon my blessing, charge and command, not 
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Childrenand®°'y my said son and heir, bnt also all and every of my three 
ctesceDdants younger sons, Roger, Lord Baron of Broghill, Francis, and Robert 
to continue Boyle, and all my daughters,* to be most zealous and constant in 
f° th^ "**^* that undoubted, true, protestant religion, now professed and esta- 
blished in the Churches of England and Ireland ; in which they 
have been, by myself and their worthy, deceased, religious mother, 
seasoned, trained up, and bred ; and that they, and each of them, 
train and breed up their children in the same, true, protestant re- 
ligion. And that my said three younger sons be and continue 
and in peace observant, respective, kind, and loving unto their eldest brother; 
one with and that he be helping, comfortable, and assistant unto them, and 
another. ^jjgy lodged and entertained by and with him in his house in Dub- 
lin, when their several occasions call them thither. And that all his 
younger brethren do hearken unto him, incline, and follow all such 
good counsel and advice, as he, and the overseers of his will, or 
any of them, from time to time shall give unto them. 

He also devised towards the new building, covering. 

Gift to the and garnishing of the chaqcel of the collegiate and parochial 
Church Church of Youghall the sum of £9S, and to the poor of that pa- 
andpoor. ^^ ^^^ those of Lismore, Tallough Tallough-bridge, Bandon, 
Codfaddagh, and Cloghnikilty, j^lO each. 

VI. 
Archbishop Bbamhall. 

Suits at law Lastly, according to my expectation and confidence in my 

to be avoi- said wife and children, I do pray, and as much as in me lieth en- 
ded, join them to observe all acts of love one to another, and to avoid 
all unnatural suits and contentions, and to rest satisfied with this 
my will, according to the purport thereof, and my true meaning 
therein declared as aforesaid. 

VII. 

Sib Thomas Wtndham, 

Restoration •^so ^ ^^^ ^^^^ ^ ™y debts, first and before all other charges, 
to be made, be paid by the hands of mine executors ; wherewith I charge them, 
as they will answer before God, and discharge my conscience. 
Also I will that if any man or woman causef or complain of any 
injuries or wrongs done by me, and so duly proved before mine 
executors, or supervisors, that they be restored to the uttermost. 

* It is worthy of observation that of the sons named one was 
afterwards the celebrated and religious philosopher Robert Boyle, 
the founder of the Boyle's Lecture ; and of the daughters, one at 
least, Catherine, Viscountess Ranelagh, was as remarkable for her 
piety and excellence. — See Bishop Burnet's Funeral Sermon on 
Robert Boyle. 

fSic. 
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VIII. 

Bishop Jebb. 

I, John Jebb, D.D., by Divine permission, Lord Bishop o^gijortfonn 
Limerick, Ardfert, and Aghadoe, though infirm in body, being, of commen. 
thank God, perfectly sound and collected in mind, and feeling dation. 
that I may be called hence at any moment, do think it my duty to 
make my last will and testament ; and without any reservation, I 
accordingly declare this to be my said last will and testament. 

In the first place, and according to the good old, but, I fear, at 
present, much neglected custom of my fathers, I commend the 
whole of myself, body, soul, and spirit, to the merciful keeping of 
my good Creator; with an humble reliance, notwithstanding my ma- 
nifold sins and infirmities, upon the only mediation of our Divine 
Redeemer, and the everlasting fellowship of the Holy Spirit. 

Dated this sixth day of February, in the year of our Lord one 
thousand eight hundred and twenty-nine.* 

And here it seems proper to go into a question that 
may not unreasonably arise ; viz., the authority for using 
particular offices or special prayers in the several cases 
to which we have alluded. If the use of the Visitation 
Office be incumbent in all cases (as it seems to be), and if 
it be in itself sufficient for all ordinary cases, have we any 
permission or ground, it may be asked, for departing from 
it ; and for using forms of prayer not authorized by the 
Church, in cases of impenitence, calamity, despair, or 
for the settlement of temporal affairs? To this the 
true and only answer seems to be, first, that the Visita- 
tion Office in and of itself, is sufficient in all ordinary 
cases ; i, e,, for the cases of such Christians, as having 
lived in communion with the Church, come to die 
repentant for their sins, submissive to God's dispensa- 
tions, dependant on His mercies, and with worldly cares 
disposed of ; or, as Bishop Wilson shortly expresses it,t 
" in the peace and communion of the Church." That 

* Most of these wills would have repeated one another had we 
set them out at ^11 length, as almost idl contained professions of 
faith and pious bequests similar in many points. In order to 
economize space, however, we have selected one example only of 
each particular, omitting those parts of the wills from which they 
are extracted which had been before illustrated. It is almost 
needless to observe that examples of such religious professions or 
pious bequests in wills might have been multiplied to a very great 
extent. 

t Parocbialia. Works, i.,43). 
d 
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the Visitation Office is in itself intended and adapted only 
for such cases, must, we think, be evident to any one 
carefully examining its structure and the language of its 
prayers. But in cases beyond this the Church herself, 
in the rubrics of the Visitation Office, seems to give the 
Priest a full authority to use such ministrations as he 
shall think fitting. Thus in the more ordinary ministra- 
tion, in general prayers for assistance, comfort, patience, 
and repentance (which are necessary in all cases of sick- 
ness), she binds him down to particular prayers, which in 
all such cases he is bound to use, and may not omit. She 
also requires him to use the exhortation she provides, 
" or other Uke ;" t. e,, similar in design and purport ; and 
she enjoins him to examine the sick man's faith in the 
very words of the Apostles' Creed. So far then her 
Ministers seem to have no authority or licence to depart 
from her own Office. But when she directs them to deal 
with the repentance of the sick, their charity, justice, and 
settlement of temporal matters, she adopts a very differ- 
ent course. She indeed directs them on what points to 
examine and exhort, what graces to excite and what 
errors to rectify in her members, lest any essential 
point should be omitted ; but, knowing how variously 
different men must be dealt with in such matters, she 
binds them to no prescript form of words in which 
to do this. And as these graces proceed from God, 
as it is His alone to kindle them in the hearts of 
men, or to remove the obstacles to their existence and 
manifestation, it cannot be thought that the Church 
did intend to restrict her Minister from using such 
offices or forms of prayer, as he shall think advisable for 
this purpose, if, in his examination or conference with the 
sick, he find them unrepentant or otherwise hindered in 
their reconciliation. Rather, indeed, it must be admitted, 
that she has, by the very wording of her rubrics, autho- 
rized and encouraged the Minister to use such examina- 
tions, instructions, exhortations, and, if need be, such 
offices of prayer, as he in his discretion shall see fit for ex- 
citing and perfecting repentance, patience, charity, justice, 
and the Uke. As therefore her Office manifestly in the let- 
ter of its prayers, does not contemplate such cases as those 
of the impenitent, the impatient, the despairing ; and yet 
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her rubric requires the Minister to deal with such cases ; 
it seems plain that he is compelled by the nature of the 
case to use other formularies, carrying out the spirit 
of, and subjective to, her own Office for the Visitation 
of the Sick. 

In a word then, it would seem that the prayers and 
eadiortation, "or other like," in the Office for the Visitation 
of the Sick, are to be used in all cases of sickness ; that 
the Minister has no authority to omit them ; but that if 
his proceedings under the rubric after the Creed show 
him that the sick man re(|pires particular ministration 
on the points contemplated by it, he is permitted, or 
indeed is fully authorized by the terms of the rubric, if 
need be, to use such special offices or forms of prayer, 
(as. well as such examination and exhortation) as he shall 
think necessary. 

" The Minister should not omit earnestly to move such 
sick persons as are of ability to he liberal to the 
poor J* 

It is observable, from the position of this rubric, that 
the Church (whether intentionally or not seems doubt- 
ful,) does not give the option of advising the sick man 
to almsgiving before prayer and exhortation on the na- 
ture and duties of sickness ; as it has been observed she 
does with regard to a general examination of faith, in 
special cases. And it may be thought that she had 
an important object in this ; viz. lest if this was done be- 
fore the truth of his repentance and charity were investi- 
gated, he might rest in the hope that by liberality to the 
poor he might compensate for the want of these essential 
graces ; and moreover, that since almsgiving as a Chris- 
tian duty can only spring out of a true and sound faith, 
the soundness of his faith should be first ascertained, 
and any errors therein rectified. If the necessity of true 
repentance and real charity be first laid before the sick, 
and he be groimded and settled in a right faith, it is 
evident that his alms will not be given from an im- 
proper motive or on a low principle. And a further object 
may have been that the Minister, having gained the con- 
fidence of the sick in his instructions and examinations 
d2 
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under the previous rubric, might be more likely to be 
able to bring before him this duty with good eiFect and 
without oiFence, than at an earlier period of his confer- 
ence. In point of fact this admonition as to liberality to 
the poor will, in practice, form a part of the ministrations 
relating to disposal of temporal affairs, and will generally 
come after those relating to faith and repentance. — See 
Bishop Wilson's Form, p. 442, and KettlewelFs, p. 483. 
It is to be noted that the Priest has no authority under 
this rubric to invite or engage the sick man to make him 
the channel of his almsgiving, but only to exhort him to 
the general duty. 

One of the things which the Parish Priest should 
very carefully bear in memory when first visiting the 
sick and infirm, and which he should bring before them 
in the course of his conference on their faith and charity, 
is, the importance of seeking the prayers of the Church 
for their restoration to health, or their patient endurance 
of affliction. To this end, if they do not already under- 
stand it, they should be instructed in the benefits to be 
obtained by intercessory prayer, especially as put up to 
heaven in the great congregation ; that so they may ra- 
ther seek it of their own motion, than be induced to 
assent to its performance from an indolent acceptance 
of whatever is advised by their Pastor. 

And while on this subject it may be as well to speak 
of a corresponding duty. Against the sick man's pos- 
sible recovery, it should be beforehand intimated to him 
that the duty of making a thanksgiving will then devolve 
upon him. But vrith some persons caution must be used 
on this point, lest by opening before their minds too 
large a field of obligation at once, they shrink from coun- 
sels which commit them to more publicity than they feel 
themselves willing to encounter. Some think that a 
thanksgiving is only to be offered on a complete recovery, 
and when the sick man is restored to perfect health. As 
this is, however, a view taken up evidently vrithout con- 
sideration, they should be reasoned vrith thus : That a 
sick person may have much to be thankful for if he is 
spared, though it be not to such full enjoyment of health 
as he before had. For in whatever respects we pray for 
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God's assistance in our calamity, ^. e. " in mind, body, 
or estate," in all these we may be thankful " for mercies 
received." 

" Here shall the sick person be moved to make a special 
Confession of his sins, if he /eel his conscience troubled 
with any weighty matter,^' 

Besides the general examination of repentance, which 
the Minister is in no case to omit (since no man, even 
the best and holiest, but needs to examine his conscience 
and to perfect repentance before he can be prepared to 
stand before God's judgment-seat), the sick man is to 
be moved to make a special confession of his sins, if his 
conscience be troubled with any weighty matter. His 
conscience may be troubled with some sin beside and 
beyond those generally laid before him in an examina- 
tion of his repentance ; or he may need direction and 
advice on some matter that lies heavy on him, unknown 
and unsuspected by the Priest ; he might thus come to 
die with his mind distracted, and himself unprepared, 
because his real grief, the true obstacle to his reconci- 
liation with God, or his being in right dispositions to die, 
was not removed because unknown. And as it may hap- 
pen in any case, that such a burden is on the conscience, 
(" for what man knoweth the things of a man save the 
spirit of man which is in him ? ") the Church directs her 
Minister always to offer to receive, and indeed to move 
the sick man to make such a confession, if the con- 
science be troubled and the mind unsettled by the exist- 
ence of such weighty matter. Of this the sick man, on 
referring to his own conscience, is to be the judge ; the 
responsibility being on himself, if, with a burdened con- 
science, he decline such confession; and so come to die 
or to live on, unsatisfied and uneasy in himself, and un- 
reconciled to God. And that will be very weighty to 
one person's conscience on which another (of stronger 
or less sensitive mind) will not need particular direction ; 
to some indeed all perception of sin will be a weight 
and a troiible ; and Bishop Sparrow comments on this 
rubric, " It would be considered whether every deadly 
sin be not a weighty matter." * 

* Bishop Sparrow's Rationale, p. 266. 
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That all persons therefore, whether those who are 
hurthened with the knowledge and self-accusation of some 
great and fearful sin, or those who, striving after holi- 
ness and condemning themselves for their shortcomings, 
feel the existence of sin at all in them to he a distress 
and trouble to the conscience, or those again who from 
a doubtful and scrupulous conscience are sensible of a 
weight on their mind which without special direction 
cannot be removed, may have the opportunity of relieving 
the burthened conscience and pouring out the troubled 
heai't, the Minister is in every case to move them to 
make such a special confession, if such burthen or anxiety 
exist. Thus two kinds of examination of repentance 
seem contemplated by our Church: that general one 
necessary in the case of every sick man, prescribed at 
the beginning of the first rubric after the Creed ; and the 
special confession of sins, in the case of the burthened or 
troubled conscience. The former is never to be omitted; 
the latter is always to be proposed, but to be gone into 
only when necessary. 

So all our great divines seem to have interpreted the 
intention of Sie Church to be two-fold. Thus Bishop 
Andrewes, besides general inquiries " concerning the con- 
trition and repentance of the sick," adds : "Is there any 
special sin that lieth heavy on your conscience, for which 
you need, or would require, the benefit of private abso- 
lution?"* So Kettlewell, in examining particularly into 
repentance, puts this question : " Is there any particular 
sin amongst all these which lies heavy above the rest 
upon your conscience, and for which you yet need and 
desire more particular direction, comfort and absolu- 
tion V'f And Bishop Wilson, after supposing a general 
examination of repentance to be made (as at p. 439), 
adds : " And now, if the sick person has been so dealt 
with as to be truly sensible of his condition, he should 
then be instructed in the nature and benefit of confes- 
sion (at least of such sins as do trouble his conscience.) "J 
So Isham puts this question to the sick man's conscience, 
" Is there any special sin that lies heavy upon you?"§ 

* See p. 431. t See p. 480. 

X Parochialia. Works, L 436. § See p. 470. 
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And so again, Bishop Steame provides two separate 
series of exhortations: one to excite the sick to a 
general examination and acknowledgment of their sins ; 
the other, to move them to special confession.* 

And here it is worthy of attentive observation that the 
words " shall be moved '* were inserted in this rubric 
when the Prayer-Book was finally arranged in its present 
form in 1661. The rubric previously to that stood 
thus : '* Here shall the sick person make a special con- 
fession, if he feel his conscience troubled with any 
weighty matter." This evidently left it to the sick per- 
son to demand the reception of such confession ; but did 
not render it incumbent on the Minister to exhort him 
to it, or even to bring it before him at all. But the 
Church by the insertion of the words '• be moved *' 
seems to make the motive to such special confession no 
longer proceed from the sick man, who might naturally 
be backward, or timid, or ashamed to propose it ; but to 
enjoin the Minister to suggest it to him, and to encourage 
him to it, if he in himself feels that it will be a relief to 
his conscience. This fact plainly forbids the notion that 
it was an obsolete custom which the Church did not re- 
move from her formularies only that she might not 
offend weak minds ; or from a disinclination to erase it, 
though she might not encourage it. For we see that 
on the very last occasion when she revised her Office 
Book, she not only treats it as a living, real, useful mi- 
nistration, but so deals with it as to methodise its use, 
and to provide that all her sick members shall have at 
least the opportunity of disburthening their conscience 
in confession ; it being in themselves to avail themselves 
of it as they feel the need. And herein, as indeed in all 
things, her wisdom is very great and admirable: for while, 
on the one hand, she gives her Minister no authority to 
enforce it as necessary or essential in any case, yet, on the 
other, she takes care that all her sick shall have the op- 
portunity presented to them, and indeed "be moved" to 
it. Thus it may not be forced on any or required of them, 
if they are disinclined to it ; whether from feeling they 
need it not, or even from prejudice against it ; it may not 

* See p. 357 and p. 522. 
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be denied to any, if they require the consolation of it or 
feel desirous of it. So Archbishop Ussher observes, "No 
kind of confession, either public or private, is disallowed 
by our Church, that is in any way requisite for the 
due execution of the ancient power of the keys which 
Christ bestowed on His Church;"* which words are 
quoted with approbation by Bishop Wilson. f 

In a word, the Minister should in every ordinary 
case where he is called upon to visit the sick, after the 
examination of repentance, make the inquiry, whether 
there be any particular sin or weight on his mind which 
troubles him / and if his answer be affirmative or doubt- 
ful, it vnll be well to move him to make a special con- 
fession. In doing this. Bishop Taylor's Arguments to 
move the Sick to Confession, p. 519, Bishop Stearne's 
Exhortations for special cases, p. 522, and Isham's In- 
structions, p. 518, will be found useful. If the sick 
person be of a sensitive or scrupulous conscience, and 
be anxious to make a £:eneral confession of sins, Sher- 
lock's Fcim of Examination may be of much assistance 
to the Priest. It need scarcely be observed that if the 
sick person is desirous of making such a special confes- 
sion, it is imperative that all present should be required 
to withdraw, leaving the Priest and sick man alone. ^ 

To this effect Ostervald observes :§ "Another neces- 
sary thing is to see the sick in private, whether you 
have anything particular to say to them, or they have 
some secret to communicate to you. That cannot be 
done in the presence of many people. I should first 
observe to you, that it is not the custom to visit the 

* Answer to a Jesuit, 4th edition. 1686, p. 58. He continues, 
** The thing that we reject is sacramental confession, obtruded 
upon many consciences, as a matter necessary to salvation, by the 
Canons of the late conventicle of Trent." 

t Parochialia. Works, i. 435. 

% But in the case of young women who may desire to make a 
special confession, (and particularly if they are suspected not to 
have been of good fame, and are not very sick,) it is advisable for 
the Priest, for the avoidance of all scandal, to direct some one to 
remain in the room, but at such a distance as not to be able to 
overhear the communication the sick person makes to him ; or, 
if this be impracticable, at least to leave the door of the room 
open while he is in conference with the sick woman. 

§ Stevens' Ostervald, pp. 305, 306. 
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sick in private. Many disapprove, and others approve 
of it. But you should not omit doing always such 
things as are proper, and endeavouring to establish that 
order which is best. You should at least ask the sick 
person if he has anything particular to say to you? 
And if he says Yes, you should make the people leave 
the room. It would be a very great crime to neglect 
this article ; observe, however, that you must act with 
prudence ; but be not too curious, nor abuse your 
authority, by requiring certain confessions, as they do 
in the Romish Church." 

The following cautions, given by Bishops Taylor and 
Stearne, are worthy of most attentive observation : 

"The spiritual man that assists at the repentance of 
the sick must not be inquisitive into all the circum- 
stances of the particular sins, but be content with those 
that are direct parts of the crime, and aggravation of 
the sorrow : such as frequency, long abode, and earnest 
choice in acting them ; violent desires, great expense, 
scandal of others ; dishonour to the religion, days of 
devotion, religious solemnities, and holy places; and 
the degree of boldness and impudence, perfect resolu- 
tion, and the habit. If the sick person be reminded 
or inquired into concerning these, it may prove a good 
instrument to increase his contrition, and perfect his 
penitential sorrows, and facilitate his absolution and 
the means of his amendment. But the other circum- 
stances, as of the relative person in the participation of 
the crime, the measures or circumstances of the impure 
action, the name of the injured man or woman, the 
quality or accidental condition ; these and all the like 
are but questions springing from curiosity, and pro- 
ducing scruple, and apt to turn into many inconve- 



niences. 



► * 



" Convenit etiam non raro, ut Pastor in statum animse 
segrotantis pressius adhuc inquirat, de variis vitiis in 
Decalogo expresse aut reductive et consequenter prohi- 
bitis; de iis saltern in quae segrum incidisse suspicetur 
sigillatim interrogando ; cavendum vero est ne aegrum 
ignota doceat, ideoque peccata minus naturalia, quaeque 

• Holy Dying, chap. V. sec. iii. 11. The whole chapter 
deserves a thoughtful perasal from time to time. 
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rarius perpetrantur, ne nominet quidem, nisi gravis sit 
suspicio ilium ea quandoque admisisse."* 

It may be also a useful and necessary caution to 
advise the Minister, and specially the inexperienced, 
whatever sins the sick person may divulge, to avoid 
expressing a strong feeling on the subject, or even by 
gestures giving intimation that he is much shocked or 
offended ; at least until after the sick man has freely 
unburthened his conscience. A man who has fallen 
to great depths of sin, or who has long borne a heavy 
sin on his conscience, has generally come to look upon 
it differently to what others do ; and he will check him- 
self in divulging it, if he observes it makes a strong im- 
pression on the Minister. So too in the case of the 
troubled sensitive soul, the expression of strong disap- 
proval or anger will make it recoil on itself, and shut itself 
up in itself, and so increase the very distress which special 
confession was intended to assuage. Of course nothing 
here expressed is meant to dissuade the Clergyman from 
pointing out forcibly and clearly the amount and nature 
of sin involved in the acts the sick man reveals to him ; 
nay, it is his bounden duty to do so, and by showing him 
that sin in him is exceeding sinful, to excite his abhor- 
rence of it, and induce him to put it away from him ; 
but it will be better to do this, yet with kindness, after 
the sick man has disclosed his troubles; rather than, 
by any strong expressions or particular gestures of dis- 
approval, to interrupt and probably altogether break oflF 
his confession; or increase his trouble and shame at 
pouring out before him the temptations to which he has 
yielded and the evil he has committed. Let then the 
Priest, according to the injunction of S. Paul, " restore 
such an one in the spirit of meekness, considering" him- 
self, "lest" he "also be tempted." 

And in this whole branch of the ministerial guidance 
of the soul, whether in special confessions or general ex- 
aminations of repentance or charity, cases of conscience 
of the most perplexing difficulty will not unfrequently 
occur. We conceive that we shall be doing our brethren 

* Tractatos de Visitatione Infirmoram, p. 29. 
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a great service if we quote an important piece of advice 
from a charge of Dr. Sprat, Bishop of Rochester,* con- 
nected with this part of the clerical duty. 

" Principally I would persuade you to have some good 
sound book of casuistical divinity, of your own studying 
I mean, to be always at hand, that is in your hearts, 
as well as heads. You can scarce imagine, unless you 
have tried it, as I hope some of you have, of what un- 
speakable use this divine science of cases of conscience 
will be to you upon any sudden, unforeseen emergency, 
in such ghostly visits. Indeed, the being a sound and 
well-experienced casuist is also a most excellent qualifi- 
cation, towards all the other ends of your ministerial 
office ; there being no kind of skill or proficiency in all 
your theological studies, that more becomes a divine of 
the Church of England ; whose highest spiritual art is 
to speak directly from his own conscience to the con- 
sciences of those under his pastoral care ; and this at all 
times, but most especially when they are on their sick 
beds ; when men's consciences are usually most awakened, 
most manageable, most truly tender, and capable of the 
best impressions. So that I say it again, and can 
never say it too often, one of the most necessary pro- 
visions and instruments of your sacred armoury, which 
you are always to carry about with you, in your own 
souls, (for there it is best lodged ; thence it will be 
drawn forth, on all occasions, with the quickest expe- 
dition,) is such a firm sense, and general scheme of the 
primitive, uncorrupt, practical, casuistical divinity : such 
as, on the one side, is purged from the spiritual crafts 
and equivocations of the Jesuits, and, on the other, is 
freed from the narrowness and sourness of enthusiasm." 

To this the practical advice of Bishop Stearne may 
profitably be added : " De duobus merito moneantur Pa- 
rochi : nempe quod in dubiis sequi deheant quod tutius, 
quod paucioribus urgeatur incommodis ; et quody scrupulo 
accurate perspecto, probatos libros aut theologue casuis- 
tica peritos prius debeant consulere, quam implicatum 
aliquem conscientia nodum resolvere audeant ; nee eos 
pudeat istiusmodi difficultatum solutionem in breve ali- 

* In Clergyman's Instructor. Oxford. 1807. 
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quod tempus rejicere, si quis enim in decidendo erra- 
verit, in consulentis noxam suumque dedecus sua tendet 
resolutio."* 



** After which Confession, the Priest shall absolve him 
(if he humbly and heartily desire it) after this sortJ^ 

It is to be observed that the words within the paren- 
thesis were introduced into this rubric at the last review 
of the Prayer Book in 1661. Hence the intention of 
the Church seems to be to prevent two evils : That 
this absolution might not be said over one who did not 
care for it, or in fact might be prejudiced against it ; and 
that it should not be pronounced as a mere formal act 
in the case of all repentant sick persons ; but only where 
the sick was in proper dispositions to receive it ; that is, 
apparently, where he was truly penitent and humbled 
for his sins, and was so troubled in mhid for them as to 
"earnestly desire'' the formal act of reconciliation by 
the declaration of absolution. And it would seem from 
the words of the rubric that the Priest is not at liberty 
to use this form except where the special confession men- 
tioned in the first part of the rubric has taken place. 

We are aware that a view has prevailed that it is open 
to the Priest, if he think it necessary in particular 
cases, to give formal absolution to the sick in the form 
of Absolution in the Communion Service,f where, of 
course, he has satisfied himself that the sick is truly 
repentant, and in proper disposition to receive it ; but it 
is to be observed, that that form will in most cases 
come to be used in its place in the Communion of the 
Sick ; and the Church seems to have provided for all 
general cases of repentant sinners in the following 
Collect. 

And this appears to be the opinion of the divines of 
our Church, that absolution ought to be given, in some 
manner, to all truly repentant persons. Thus Bishop 
Wilson observes that " Every Christian, whose life 
has been, in the main, unblameable, and whose repent- 

* Tractatus de Visitatione, p. 69. 

t See the case of Bishop Bull, p. UzxviL 
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ance has thus been particularly examined,* and who 
has given a satisfactory answer to these questions, ought 
not to leave the world without the benefit of absolution, 
which he should be earnestly pressed to desire, and 
exhorted to dispose himself to receive, as the Church 
has appointed. "f Much to the same effect Dean Com- 
ber writes, "Although the sins be so secret, or the 
discipline so remiss, that no public sentence passes on 
the offender, yet every grievous sinner hath deserved to 
be censured, and is condemned by his own conscience, 
and under the displeasure of Almighty God ; and there- 
fore shall stand in need also of absolution ; yea, if they 
bewail their sins, and heartily desire it, it were cruelty 
to deny them ; if we have any balm in Gilead, any 
power to absolve, now we must use it, for S. Paul's 
reason, ' Lest such an one be swallowed up of over- 
much sorrow.' 2 Cor. ii. 7"% And just before this he 
has noted that it was " the practice of the Primitive 
Church always to grant absolution to all sorts of peni- 
tents lying in danger of death." 

Ostervald's observations on the whole of this difficult 
point are worthy of attentive consideration, and are much 
to the effect of Bishop Wilson's. "You should," he 
says, " announce the pardon of his sins by the authority 
of Jesus Christ, Who has given that power to His 
Ministers. This duty is more essential than it is thought ; 
it is one duty of the ministry. § This might be proved 

* That is, by the form of Examination, p. 439, and by the 
questions, p. 53 1 . 

t Parochialia. Works, i. 436. t Comber, p. 751. 

§ In connexion with Ostervald's opinion the following may be 
noted: ** The Bishops, at this [Hampton Court] Conference, having 
read to his Majesty both the Confession in the beginning of the 
Book of Common Prayer, and also the General Absolution following 
it, and likewise the particular Absolution prescribed to be used in 
the order for the Visitation of the Sickf cleared this point from 
all abuse or superstition, as it is used in the Church of England, 
alleging they were not only retained and allowed by the Confes- 
sion of Augusta, Boheme, and Saxon, but that Calvin himself did 
approve such like Confessions and Absolutions." — Introduction 
to the Liturgy t ^c,, chap. xi. 1. in Dr. NichoWs Supplement to 
the Commentary t S^c, The words of the Confessions of Augsburg, 
Bohemia, and Saxony, and the opinions of Calvin and Beza on 
this subject, will be found at length in Mason, 2)e Ministerio 
AnglicanOt Lib. v. Cap. 10. 
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from the practice of the primitive Church. It was never 
so much as questioned whether a man should receive 
absolution, I remark this» because absolution has been 
neglected along with auricular confession, which has 
been justly aboHshed, as practised in the Church of 
Borne. I do not mean that you should announce the 
pardon of their sins to all sick persons, but you should 
speak to them of it, that you may grant it or not. It 
would be very commendable too, that when you grant 
this pardon, there should he some grave and solemn cir- 
cumstance attending that declaration, * * * "When you 
grant a pardon to any man, you must only do it condi- 
tionally, and leave him to the judgment of God and his 
ovra conscience."* 

Archbishop Ussher and Bishop Wilson thus set forth 
the doctrine of our Church on this matter : " Having 
reserved unto God His prerogative-royal in cleansing 
of the soul, we give unto His under officers their due, 
when we account of them as of the Ministers of 
Christ and Stewards of the mysteries of God. Not 
as lords, that have power to dispose of spiritual graces 
as they please ; but as servants that are tied to follow 
their Master's prescriptions therein; and in following 
thereof do but bring their external ministry (for which 
itself also they are beholden to God's mercy and good- 
ness), God conferring the inward blessings of His Spirit 
thereupon, when and how He will. 

" To forgive sins, therefore, being thus proper to God 
only and to His Christ : His Ministers must not be 
held to have this power communicated to them, but in 
an improper sense ; namely, because God forgive th by 
them, and hath appointed them both to apply those 
means by which He useth to forgive sins, and to give 
notice uato repentant sinners of that forgiveness. ' For 
who can forgive sins but God alone ? Yet doth He for- 
give by them also, unto whom He hath given power to 
forgive,' saith S. Ambrose. "f 

"Our Church," says Bishop Wilson, "ascribeth not 
the power of remission of sin to any but to God only. 
She holds, that faith and repentance are the necessary 
conditions of receiving this blessing. And she asserts, 

• Stevens' Ostervald, 317. + Answer to a Jesuit 
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what is most true, that Christ's Ministers have a spe- 
cial commission, which other beUevers have not, autho- 
ritatively to declare this absolution, for the comfort of 
true penitents ; and which absolution, if duly dispensed, 
will have a real effect from the promise of Christ, 
John XX. 23."* 

** But then," he elsewhere observes, *' we dare not 
take upon us to exercise this authority, until sinners give 
such signs of a sincere faith and true repentance, as may 
persuade one charitably to believe that amendment of life 
will follow, if God shadl think fit to grant them longer 
time. At the same time, therefore, that we are bound to 
encourage penitents earnestly to desire absolution, and 
to exhort them to receive the Lord's Supper, as a 
pledge to assure them of pardon; we must sincerely 
admonish them not to hope for any benefit either from 
the one or the other, but upon condition of their sincere 
repentance." 

And again : " It is not water that can wash away sin, 
nor bread and wine ; but these rightly administered, by 
persons truly authorized, and to persons duly qualified 
by faith and repentance. And thus Absolution bene- 
fiteth, by virtue of the power which Jesus Christ has 
given His Ministers. In short, our Lord having pur- 
chased the forgiveness of sins for all mankind. He hath 
committed the ministry of reconciliation to us; that 
having brought men to repentance, we may in Christ's 
Name, and in the Person of Christ, (2 Cor. ii. 10) 
pronounce their pardon. 

" And this will be the true way to magnify the power 
of the keys, which is so little understood, or so much 
despised ; namely, to bring as many as possibly we can 
to repentance, that we may have more frequent occasions 
of sealing a penitent's pardon by our ministry," f 

The following cautions of Dean Comber commend 
themselves to the attention of every thoughtful Minis- 
ter : " Wherefore let the sick man value it highly, receive 
it with reverence, and hope for the blessed effects thereof; 
and let not the Priest rashly cast this pearl before swine, 
nor presume to absolve those whom he doth not believe to 

• Sacra Privata. Works, i. 252. f Parochialia. Works, i. 426. 
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be truly penitent ; for in so doing, he abuses the power 
which God gave him, exceeds the bounds of his commis- 
sion, and dangerously deceives the man whom he so unduly 
absolves ; the obdurate must not have it, lest they presume, 
and the contrite must not want it, lest they despair ; let it 
be prudently dispensed, and then there will be gained 
abundant satisfaction both to the giver and receiver."* 

To these let us add, that if the Priest see fit to give abso- 
lution to the sick person, whether after special confession 
in the form following this rubric, or in that contained in 
the Communion Service, it will be proper previously to 
instruct him carefully on the true nature of that minis- 
tration as set forth by the great teachers of our Church. 
To this end Isham's instructions will be found suitable. 
And before pronouncing absolution. Bishop Wilson's 
questions, framed for that purpose, should be deliberr 
ately put to the sick man. If the answers to them be 
satisfactorily made, and the Priest is satisfied of the 
truth of his repentance, his being properly instructed on 
the real benefits of absolution, and his desire to receive 
it, he may proceed to pronounce it. 

This it seems proper to do (when thus formally pro- 
nounced) with imposition of hands. Such appears to 
be the view and custom of our Church, though this 
rubric does not specially enjoin it. For the following 
passage from the Homilies seems to account imposition 
of hands to be the external gesture used in pronouncing 
absolution : " For although absolution hath the promise 
of forgiveness of sin, yet by the express word of the 
New Testament it hath not this promise annexed and 
tied to the visible sign, which is imposition of hands."f 
And Bishop Andrewes expressly afiirms it. "Abso- 
lution is not but with advice to be applied, nor ' hands 
hastily to be laid on any man,' as the Apostle testifieth ; 
which place is referred by the ancient writers to the act 
of absolution, and the circumstance of the place giveth no 

less."t 

Accordingly examples are not wanting of the prac- 

• Comber, 753. 

t Homily of Common Prayer and Sacraments. 
X Bishop Andrewes' Sermons, v. p. 96, (Lib. Anglo-Catholic 
Theology.) 
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tice : thus we are informed that, " Dr. Reynolds, not- 
withstanding his appearing for the Dissenters at the 
Hampton Court Conference, conformed himself to the 

Church ceremonies On his death-bed [1607] 

he earnestly desired absolution in the form prescribed 
by the rubric ; and having received it with imposition 
of hands by Dr. Holland, expressed his satisfaction in 
a particular manner."* We read of Bishop Sanderson, 
" After his taking his bed and about a day before his 
death, [1663] he desired his chaplain, Mr. PuUin, to 
give him absolution ; and at his performing that office 
he pulled off his cap, that Mr. Pullin might lay his 
hand upon his bare head."f And of the learned and 
excellent Dr. John Ernest Grabe, we are told that in 
his last illness [1711] "he commonly desired the im- 
position of the Priest's hands, when the absolution or 
blessing was pronounced over him." J 

And as in treating of this subject we have chosen to 
set out the opinions of divines of acknowledged autho- 
rity in our Church, rather than to give our own, founded 
on them ; so we are anxious to supply our brethren with 
some examples of the practice and use of such ministra- 
tions, from the account of the last days of members of 
our Church of undoubted fidelity and attachment to 
her Communion. 

Walton, in his life of Richard Hooker, informs us, 
"About one day before his death. Dr. Saravia, who 
knew the very secrets of his soul (for they were sup- 
posed to be confessors to each other), came to him, and 
after a conference of the benefit, the necessity, and safety 
of the Church's absolution, it was resolved the Doctor 
should give him both that and the Sacrament the day 
following. To which end the Doctor came, and after a 
short retirement and privacy, they two returned to the 
company, and then the Doctor gave him and some of 
those friends which were with him, the blessed Sacrament 
of the Body and Blood of our Jesus." 

* Collier's Eccl. Hist., it. 694 ; and see Wood's Ath. Oxon. 
i. 340 and 377. 

t Izaak Walton's Lives.— Life of Dr. Robert Sanderson. 
J Nelson's Life of Bishop BuU, p. 223. Oxford. 1840. 
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Bishop Cosin, in his funeral sennon on Mrs, Dorothy 
Holmes, sister to Bishop Neile, of Durham, [1623] 
says: "Her preparation to her end was by humble 
contrition, and hearty confession of her sins; which, 
when she had done, she received the benefit of absolu- 
tion, according to God's ordinances and the religious 
institutions of our Church; a thing that the world 
looks not after now, as if confession and absolution were 
some strange superstitious things among us, which yet 
the Church has taken such care to preserve, and espe- 
cially to be preparatives for death."* 

James, seventh Earl of Derby, on the morning of the 
day on which he was put to death by the rebels in 1651, 
" commanded Mr. Greenhaugh to read the Decalogue, 
and at the end of every Commandment made his confes- 
sion, and then received absolution and the Sacrament."f 

Elizabeth, Lady Capel, " three days before her death, 
[26th January, 1660,] asked and received the Church's 
last comfort and blessing, the benefit of absolution, which 
she took with great thankfulness, and showed a heavenly 
comfort and peace ensuing upon it."| 

Edward Boteler, Rector of Wintringham, in his ser- 
mon on the funeral of Sibylla (Egerton), Lady Anderson, 
tells his congregation ; " The day before she died, [Oc- 
tober, 1661] . . . . she desired me to pray with her, 
and absolve her, according to the use of the Church of 
England, which I accordingly did, to her no little com- 
fort.;'§ 

Bishop Wilson, in his meditation on the death of his 
wife, [1705], returns thanks to God "for His mercies to 

her in the time of sickness For all the spiritual 

comforts the gracious God did vouchsafe her, the oppor- 
tunities of receiving the blessed Sacrament, the prayers 
of the faithful, the ministry of absolution, and the as- 
sistance of her pious friends at the hour of death." || 

* Bishop Cosin*s Works, (in Lib. Anglo-Cath. Theol.) i. p. 28. 

t Account of his last moments, by Mr. Bageley, his attendant. 
Printed in Collins* Peerage, iL 476. Edit. 1768. 

X English Churchwomen of the seventeenth century, p. 76 ; 
taken from an account by Mr. Barker, the Clergyman who attended 
her death-bed. 

§ In English Churchwomen, p. 260. 

II Printed in his life, prefixed to his works, i., xxxii. 
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Of Bishop Bull we read, " He would sometimes desire 
to receive absolution in tli€ form used in the Communion 
Office, which he thought came nearer to the precatory 
forms of absolution menticmed in the Fathers than any- 
other. But it doth not appear that he hereby condemned 
the use of that form, which is, at least in some cases, 
prescribed by our excellent Church in her Office for the 
Visitation of the Sick, or that he had any doubt concern- 
ing the benefits of sacerdotal absolution, or of that au- 
thority which is derived to the Ministers or delegates of 
Christ of forgiving the penitent their sins in His Name; 
since in his last acts of preparation for death he earnestly 
desired it, and solemnly received it. . None can deny 
that the form of absolution by him chosen is certainly 
primitive, and therefore unexceptionable ; whether the 
other be so or no, hath been disputed by the learned ; 
and he had a right to choose that against which no ex- 
ception could lie. This evidently was the case of this 
excellent Prelate; and upon this account, I suppose, he 
desired no other form of absolution than this, which 
was undoubtedly most ancient, a few days before his 
death [17th February, 1710] ; when, in the presence 
of several persons, he made a solemn confession and de- 
claration of the conduct of his whole life, and so took 
his leave of the world in a manner the most edifying that 
could be."* 

The learned and pious layman, Henry Dodwell, " that 
night [Wednesday, June 6, 1711] walked, though with 
trouble, from the room where he sat, and joined in the 
prayers of the Church, to his bed. At which time he, 
having lately received the holy Eucharist in the parish 
Church, desired and received the absolution directed by 
our Church from my hands."f 

" And then shall the Priest say the Collect following ^ 

The cases under the preceding rubric are peculiar 
cases : this rubric brings us back to the more ordinary 
case of reconciling the sick man to God, who though 
truly repentant does not feel his conscience troubled 

* Nelson's Life of Bishop Bull, 305-6. 

t Brokesby's Life of Mr. Henry Dodwell, 1715. 
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"with any weighty matter, and who does not therefore 
feel that he needs the ministration of special confession 
and absolution. It would seem that in such a case the 
Church uses this prayer as the ministerial act of absolu- 
tion and restoration, consequent on the Priest's ascer- 
taining that the sick is truly penitent, and in right 
dispositions towards God and man. This is evident 
from the words of the Collect itself, which expressly pray 
for perfect forgiveness, renewal, and entire restoration, 
externally to the Church, internally to God's favour. 
And it is to be observed, that the Church in this rubric 
prefixed to the Collect seems to restrict its use to a 
Priest; and that evidently by design, since she has 
substituted that word for "Minister," which at first 
stood in the Prayer Book. Archbishop Ussher indeed 
expressly notes the prayer of the Priest as one of the 
means in which " the exercise of the ministry of recon- 
ciliation doth mainly consist;" as he proceeds to prove 
from the text in S. James, v. 14, 15, in which the prayer 
of the Elders of the Church is expressly named as pro- 
curing the forgiveness of the sins of the sick man ; and 
from the commentary of S. Chrysostom thereon, " that 
Priests do perform this not by teaching only and admo- 
nishing, but by assisting with their prayers."* And 
Comber observes that the Church in the use of this prayer 
follows *' the directions of two great Apostles, who pre- 
scribe prayer as the means to procure the absolution of 
a penitent (S. James v. 15 ; IS. John v. 16 ;) as also 
the ancients do always teach that the Priest obtains re- 
mission by his prayers."f But that the Church intends 
this prayer as the ministerial act of absolution and res- 
toration is established by the facts, that this very prayer 
is " the original absolution which has been given to dying 
penitents for more than 1300 years in the Western 
Churches ;" % and that the use of this prayer is the only 



* Answer to a Jesuit, p. 86 ; where he quotes S. Chrysos- 
tom, lib. 3, De Sacerd. Bp. Wilson (Sacra Privata, Works, i.) 
Dean Comber and Bishop Sparrow (Rationale, 271) also remark 
that the true rendering of the original atpfOi^aeTat abrtf is, '* he 
shall be absolved,'' or " absolution shall be given to him.'' 

t Comber, 753. 

i Palmer*s Origines Liturgicae, 3rd Edit, p. 226. 
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method by which absolution is granted to the sick in 
the Greek Church.* 

If, therefore, the sick man is truly penitent, and is in 
other respects in fitting dispositions (as contemplated in 
the first rubric after the Creed) this prayer must never 
be omitted : in the case of special confession and for- 
mal absolution, it completes and '' confirms the absolu- 
tion ";f in all other cases, it supplies and takes the 
place of that rite. 

It is to be observed that the Priest is to say this 
prayer standing up ; it being of course contemplated 
(and only not prescribed because self-evident) that he 
rises from his knees before he begins the exhortations ; 
and as no direction for him to kneel again follows, it is 
clear that the rest of the Ofiice is to be said standing up. 
Again ; as the Psalm and concluding benedictions are, 
according to the universal usage of our Church on simi- 
lar occasions, to be said standing up, a direction for 
the Priest to rise from his knees before commencing 
the Psalm would have occurred, had any other posture 
been contemplated in saying this prayer. 

And here it is to be observed that it is plainly the in- 
tention of the Church that all this concluding portion of 
the service, after the four rubrics relating to the exami- 
nation, exhortation, and instruction of the sick man, 
should in no case be used until all the proceedings 
directed in those rubrics have been accomplished ; i, e, 
until the soundness of his faith and the truth of his re- 
pentance have been ascertained, and the Priest be further 
satisfied that he is in charity with all the world, willing 
to be reconciled to all with whom he may have been at 
variance, to make restitution where necessary, and that 
his mind is freed from the weight of worldly cares, or 
from the burthen of a troubled conscience. This is evi- 
dent on looking attentively into the structure of all this 
portion of the service. For as the Collect is, as it has 
been said, the precatory form of reconcihng the sick to 
God and seeking His forgiveness of his sins, so the 
Psalm, which has been used " not only by our own but 

* Goar, Rituale Grsecorum. 
t Comber, 707. 
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by the Eastern " and other portions of " the Western 
Church,"* by its tone of quietness and humble con- 
fidence, evidently applies to the case only of one who 
has done all he can to make his peace with God ; and 
the benedictions are plainly inapplicable (in their very 
language) to any but the striving earnest penitent. It 
seems then a caution, so evident from the structure of 
the service as to be almost unnecessary, that the Priest 
is on no account to use the forms of this Office right 
through without a stop, from the opening deprecation to 
the final blessing ; but to pause after the end of the se- 
cond prayer to make the examinations and exhortations 
the Church there prescribes. If cases of difficulty arise 
in the course of these, requiring particular exhortation, 
instruction, or ministration, these must be proceeded 
with ; reserving the use of the concluding portion of the 
Visitation Office, until all errors in faith being rectified, 
and all obstacles to a true repentance and perfect charity 
being (by God's grace and assistance) removed, the 
Priest proceeds in these words of the Church's Office to 
complete (in as far as by his office he has ability) the 
ministry of reconciliation and blessing. But, as on the 
one hand, this portion of the Office ought not to be used 
till the sick has been brought to the confession of a right 
faith, and manifestation of a true repentance ; so, on the 
other, it ought never to be omitted where these graces 
exist, or have been excited in the sick. 

It is recommended that in pronouncing the final bless- 
ing the hands be laid on the head of the sick person.f 
This gesture, which seems in Scripture generally annexed 
to the particular benediction of individuals, if performed 
with reverence and kindliness will be found to add much 
to the solemnity and application of those words. Indeed 
nothing can be more fitting than that he who has autho- 
rity to bless God's people in His name, should, when 
taking leave of the sick man (it may be for the last 
time) in those solemn scriptural words of commendation 
to God's mercy and protection, and of affectionate bless- 
ing, do so with all external marks of earnestness and 
reality. This is consoling to the sick man, as well as 

* Wheatley, Rat. Illust. xi. 6, where he gives his authorities. 
t See the case of Dr. Grabe above, p. bizzv. 



itized by Google 



DUCTION.] NUMBER OF VISITS. ci 

satisfactory to the Minister ; and hence this henediction 
when pronoujiced from the heart, and with solemnity of 
manner and reverence of gesture, has been found to move 
the sick man, and those about him, even to tears — not 
of grief, but of deep feeling and of comfort. 

It will be observed that we have here contemplated 
the ministry of preparation of the sick man for death, 
or for a new and holy Ufe, in as far as the Visitation Office, 
in its whole extent from its beginning to its close, pro- 
vides for that preparation. And this we have done that 
we might consider the whole subject, without breaking up 
our remarks into parts, and so withdrawing our reader's 
attention from the continuity of the Office. But this 
ministration must not, of course, be supposed to be per- 
formed, in ordinary cases, in one visit. It will indeed 
occupy a number of visits, and a repetition of the Priest's 
care, varying with the previous life and preparation, the ha- 
bits, the degrees of instruction, of mental ability, the state 
of bodily infirmity and progress of disease ; and, above all, 
with the earnestness and carefulness for their great and 
eternal interests which different sick persons may respec- 
tively evince. No course therefore can be prescribed as to 
the number or frequency of the Clergyman's visits ; all 
this must be left to his discretion and judgment. In point 
of fact, however, the course of preparation here suggested 
will generally require several visits. Thus it will not un- 
frequently happen that at the conclusion of the exhorta- 
tion and examination of his faith, the sick will be exhausted 
or his attention will begin to flag ; in that case, the Priest 
will do well to defer entering at all extensively into the 
examination of repentance until the next visit. And so in 
hke manner of the other parts : more or less time must 
be given, according to the varying circumstances and 
dispositions of the different persons. And in those cases 
where special ministrations or offices are required to at- 
tain the ends contemplated by the Church, it is evident 
that, for the most part, these will, in themselves, occupy 
each one visit. Only these two general cautions can be 
given : not to fatigue the sick by too long conferences 
and ministrations, so as to cause weariness of body or 
langour of mind to militate against the things of the 
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soul ; and therefore, when from, extreme danger it is not 
safe to postpone any point of preparation to another 
msit, to substitute a shorter method of ministration ; 
not omitting any essential point, though possibly enter- 
ing into it less fully than would be desirable under more 
favourable circumstances ; God, doubtless, in His mercy 
and by His grace, supplying that which He in His wis- 
dom withholds time and strength to perfect. 

And in cases of repeated visits the question may natu- 
rally arise, how is the Priest to proceed on first coming 
to the sick in his future visits ? We have already as- 
signed reasons why no other prayer should be used on 
his approach to the sick than the prescript form ; and we 
suppose that form to have been used, up to the point where 
particular exhortation and examination commence, on his 
first visit. The answer then seems to be, that in the 
absence of any special rule on the part of the Church, 
no better course can well be thought of than for the 
Priest to repeat the opening prayers of the Visitation 
Office he has already used. Until the examination 
has taken place, and the Priest is satisfied with the spi- 
ritual condition of the sick man, the Church has pro- 
vided no other form to be used ; and it seems, in the 
absence of all special rule, most in harmony with the 
ends which the Church has in view, to repeat only those 
prayers which she has deemed suitable to this stage in 
the process of the sick man's preparation. But this 
rule seems subject to this exception, that if the Priest 
on a previous visit has appointed to use an office of spe- 
cial ministration, required by the circumstances of the 
sick man's case, he may at once commence that office on 
the next occasion of visiting the sick. 

The Communion of the Sick, 

" The great Council of Nice decrees thus in this affair : 
JJepl Be TU3V i^ohevovtwv o iraKaio^ koI KavoviKO^ voju,09 
(pvXaxOrjffeTai Kal vvv, wtne^ ei t«s i^ohevoi tov jeXevraiov 
Kal dvaf^Kaiorarov i(f)oBiov firj airoatripetaOai, 'As for those 
that are going out of the world, the old Canon of the 
Church is to be observed still, that the dying person 
should not be kept from the last and the necessary Via- 
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ticum.' And afterwards adds, * That if any sick persons 
under censure do receive the Sacrament in their sickness, 
and afterwards recover, they must even then be among 
the number of those who communicate only in prayer, 
and not in the Sacrament.' — Cone. Nic. I. Can. 13. 
Where we may observe, 1st, That the former part of 
this Canon speaks generally of all persons who are dan- 
gerously sick, €1 Tt« e^oSevoi. And not only of persons 
under censure, as some understand it. 2ndly, That it 
is called, araf^KaioraTov €0o^toi/, the necessary Viaticum,* 
which no one should go out of the world without. f 
3rdly, This is said to be, Trdkaio^ Kal kuvoviko^ vofio^y 
an ancient constitution of the Church, J long before the 
holding of that Council,"^ viz., a.d. 325. 

" The Lord's Supper being a sovereign medicine or 
all the diseases of the soul, and especially against that 
universal disease, the fear of death, it should never be 
neglected." II 

The sick person being now brought to a sense of his 
state in the sight of God, and on his true repentance 
towards Him and right dispositions towards his neigh- 
bour, God's grace and forgiveness being sought for him 
by the Prayers of the Church offered in the name of 
Jesus Christ, it is important that he should be in- 
structed and prepared for the reception of the holy 
Communion, the seal of reconciliation and earnest of 
eternal life to the faithful receiver of it. 

To this end the Priest will do well to suggest the 
subject to the sick man ; and if he have not been a 
communicant, to ascertain what were the causes of his 
absenting himself from that holy Sacrament : whether 
ignorance as to its nature ; carelessness as to its benefits ; 
or unfitness for its reception. 

* ** Their preparation or * provision for their journey ' into 
the next world." — Binghamf xv. iv. 8. 

t " That no man be deprived of this necessary passport in the 
article of his death.'* — Bishop Taylor » 

X "The ancient and canonical law of the Church." — Bishop 
Taylor, 

§ Dr. Nicholls' Commentary on the Book of Common Prayer, 
in Communion of the sick. 

II Bp.Wilson*8 Maxims of Piety. Article, Death. Works, i. 328. 
e 
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His answers will determine what line of teaching the 
Priest ought to adopt in preparing him for it. Full 
instruction on the nature, importance, and solemnity of 
the Sacrament will in every case be indispensable ; both 
as explaining the benefits to be derived from a faithful 
and devout reception of it, and the danger of receiving 
it without due carefulness and preparation. And this 
should never be omitted ; except in the case of those 
who are known to have been frequent, attentive, and 
instructed communicants. For here it seems necessary 
to caution the inexperienced among our brethren against 
two sorts of cases : 

Those who at once accede to the Priest's proposal to 
administer the holy Communion to them, or who them- 
selves or their friends express a desire that they may 
receive it ; and who yet are exceedingly ignorant of its 
real nature and importance, and only wish to receive it 
from some impression or vague opinion that it is proper 
to do so on a sick bed ; but without really knowing the 
benefits to be looked for on a faithful reception of it. 

And those, on the other hand, who, however satis- 
factory their professions are, decline altogether to 
receive the holy Communion ; or, if they seem to pre- 
pare themselves for it, postpone its reception from day 
to day, and evidently shrink from it. Such a case as 
this ought to excite a Clergyman's greatest anxiety ; for 
it will mostly be found that, however fair their words or 
pretences are, there is really some sin unrepented of, or 
some evil habit not broken off, and that the testimony 
of their conscience keeps them back from partaking of 
the Communion.* 

And as in one case the Priest should not be too 
ready to communicate the sick, without due inquiry as to 
his faith, and his motives for receiving it, so in the other 
he must be careful not to press the necessity of Com- 
munion on his patient, without carefully examining the 
truth of his repentance, and the grounds for delaying 
its reception. And evidently in these cases complete 
instruction on the institution and nature of that holy 

* Sometimes however the same reluctance proceeds from very 
different causes; viz., a superstitious fear that if they receive it 
they will certainly die, or such like notions. 
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Sacrament, a clear explanation of the benefits accom- 
panying a proper reception of it, and a solemn warning 
of the danger to an unworthy receiver, with a particu- 
lar examination of the sick man's preparation, will be 
indispensable. 

To aid the Priest in this necessary work of prepara- 
tion, we have given those parts of Scripture which bear 
on the institution of the holy Communion, and that of 
its type, the Passover. It vwll be well to read these 
carefully to the sick man ; and then to read one of 
Bishop Beveridge's instructions on the subject. An 
interval being left for him to consider and reflect on 
this, the second instruction may in like manner be read 
at the next visit; and, on a third visit, if the Priest 
think fit, he can use Bishop Wilson's Instructions; 
which in fact are a summary statement of Bishop Beve- 
ridge's fuller explication ; and then proceed with the 
Examinations of Repentance, Faith, and Charity, which 
follow. This supposes the case of one who needs the 
fullest instruction : in many cases the use of one of 
these Instructions is sufficient ; and, in point of fact, 
Bishop Wilson's Form will be found suitable for most 
cases. Considerable experience of its advantageous use 
enables us to advise that it, or some such similar 
instruction and examination, be used in almost every 
case before administering the holy Communion ; except 
in the case of advanced and instructed Christians, con- 
stant and devout communicants, and of those whom, but 
shortly before Communion, the Priest has examined and 
dealt with as directed in the Visitation Office. In the 
case of these latter it will, of course, be sufficient to in- 
struct them on the nature of Communion, dispensing 
with a new examination. But if any considerable time 
has elapsed since their faith and repentance was investi- 
gated (as e, g,, in cases where the Priest has at the 
beginning of a long illness proceeded with the Visitation 
as the Church directs, and at the end of it they are 
brought to receive the holy Communion,) it will be well 
to use such short Examinations, in order to remind them 
of their professions and resolutions. 

The Minister is advised, on all occasions, at the last 
visit before the Communion is administered, to use the 
€ 2 
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Litany previous to the holy Communion, (p. 193) ; or 
it may fitly be used occasionally or constantly during 
the time the Priest is instructing the sick man on this 
particular subject. 

If after full instruction the sick man still postpone 
the reception of the Communion, it will be well to put 
to him such questions as these : Whether having now 
heard and admitted the importance of receiving it, he 
would wish to leave the world without ever having par- 
taken of it ? Whether if he be not now fit, by earnest 
repentance and humble faith, to appear at God's Table 
here, he can be prepared to appear before God's throne 
hereafter ? That this he cannot postpone or avoid if 
God calls him ; which, in dangerous sickness especially, 
may be sooner than he expects ; and whether, having 
admitted or expressed a wish to receive the Communion 
before his death, it be safe to postpone that which his con- 
science testifies he ought to do, till, perhaps, he becomes 
from weakness or loss of his senses incapable of doing it? 

In the course of the preparation of the sick for the 
holy Communion difficulties may still arise, and the 
Priest may doubt whether he ought to, or duly can ad- 
minister the Sacrament. The following advices may 
prove useful in some of these cases. 

It will sometimes happen that after having prepared 
the sick man for Communion, the Priest will be very anxi- 
ous, on the one hand to postpone the administration of 
it for a while, in order to still further perfect the requi- 
site graces in the sick, or to impart further instruction ; 
while on the other hand he will be fearful of deferring 
it, lest the sick man should come to die in the mean- 
while. In such a case the best course for the Minister 
to take is to see the medical attendant of the sick man, 
and to explain to him his difficulty ; begging him to tell 
him whether, from present appearances, he may safely 
postpone the administration of the Communion for the 
time he desires. Should he, on consideration, state that 
the balance of probability is in favour of the sick man's 
living and retaining his consciousness for any named 
time, it relieves the Minister's conscience from anxiety 
in postponing it ; and should he say that the sick man's 
living is, under the circumstances, very doubtful, of 
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course no time must be lost.* Even in the former case 
indeed, (since the uncertainties of a sick man's life are 
beyond any man's skill,) the Priest should particularly 
enjoin those about the sick to let him know immediately 
should any change, forewarning death, take place. 

In the case of those who have never been confirmed, 
the rubric requires that " none shall be admitted to the 
holy Communion until such time as he be confirmed, or 
be ready and desirous to be confirmed." If therefore, 
in the course of his previous conference and examination, 
the Priest finds that the sick man is unconfirmed, it will 
be well, in addition to all other preparation, to ascertain 
that " he is ready and desirous to be confirmed." As to 
the former, if he is by instruction and examination pre- 
pared for Communion, it is evident he is thereby fitted 
for Confirmation ; and as to the latter, the Minister 
should point out to him that the best proof of his being 
" desirous" of it is, if God should raise him up, to pre- 
sent himself for Confirmation at an early opportunity 
after his recovery. And it will be advisable, if from 
his age and other circumstances he might have been con- 
firmed, to point out to him that his neglect of that ordi- 
nance is a sin of omission for which he ought now to 
express his repentance. But it must carefully be noted 
that want of Confirmation would be no just ground for 
refusing or postponing to administer the Communion to 
any one in danger of death ; for the ancient Canons on 
which the rubric of our Church is founded, expressly 
except those dangerously ill.f In the event of the sicK 

* In advising our brethren to this course we do so in perfect 
confidence that in all cases of difficulty connected with the bodily 
state of the patient, communication with the medical man will be 
the best and safest course. One of the Compilers, indeed, whose 
position and ministrations have thrown him much into communi- 
cation with medical men, can from experience assure his brethren 
how readily all such questions as to their patients, (as the degree 
of consciousness, the probabilities of life or its duration, the pro- 
bable course and termination of disease, or the ability of the sick 
to receive instruction or ministration,) will be entertained, and 
how carefully they will be answered if put to the Physician of the 
body by the Physician of the soul, as such, 

t Statuimus quod nuUus ad Sacramentum Corporis et Sangui- 
nis Domini admittatur, extra articulum mortiSf nisi fuerit con- 
firmatus, &c. — Mon, Ritual, i. ccxv. 
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man's recovery, it will be well for the Priest to inform 
and instruct him fully, during the progress of it, on the 
nature of Confirmation ; and to engage him to present 
himself to the Bishop for the reception of that rite as 
soon as may be. 

Another case of considerable difficulty is that of sick 
children arrived at the age of discretion, but under that 
at which young persons are usually admitted by Confir- 
mation to the Lord's Table. The only rule that can be 
given in such a case is, that, if the Priest finds the child 
so intelligent and instructed as that he might, if in health, 
be presented for Confirmation, there seems no reason why 
he should not, if dangerously sick, receive the holy 
Communion. Certainly those who have not experienced 
it can hardly suppose how much of piety and of great 
love to God, with intelligence of His dealings, is some- 
times manifested by children. Whether it be that being 
"pure in heart", and not dulled by the sin and guilt 
mostly contracted as life advances, God does indeed 
vouchsafe to them Bis presence in an especial manner ; 
or that His chastisements and dealings with them in a 
long sickness do infuse into them a grace and intelli- 
gence above their years ; or again, that God does very 
often call to Himself at an early age, and remove from 
the evil to come, those children who are most fitted for 
His call by holiness and understanding ; it is certain 
that the graces of repentance, love to God, patience and 
faith, combined with a high degree of intelligence, are 
very often remarkably manifested by young children 
during illness or before death. Where therefore such a 
state of preparation exists ; where the child is of such 
an age as by careful instruction to be capable of receiv- 
ing the holy Eucharist " in remembrance of" his Lord 
and Saviour, (i.e., with a knowledge of its institution, 
nature and benefits,) and is in danger of death, it seems 
proper that the Minister should proceed to give him such 
instruction, and then if he desire it, to administer the 
holy Communion to him. No reasonable objection can 
be made to this course ; much may be said in its favour, 
of which this only may suffice : that as the child may be 
believed to have committed less sin than others, so must 
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he be hoped to be a more worthy communicant ; and 
that, in the event of his recovery, the Sacrament thus 
first received may, by God's grace, through life be fre- 
quented, how much to the avoidance of sin and strength- 
ening against temptation no one may tell. 

Certainly in our own experience one of the most com- 
forting and satisfactory cases which have occurred is that 
of a child of twelve years of age, who received the holy 
Communion with great devotion and piety, after a long 
illness, and shortly before his death.* 

Bishop Taylor observes : " to infuse the Chalice into 
the cold lips of a clinic may disturb his agony ; but can- 
not relieve the soul, which only receives improvement by 
acts of grace and choice, to which the external rites are 
apt and appointed to minister in a capable person. All 
other persons, as fools, children, distracted persons, le- 
thargical, apoplectical, or any ways senseless and incar 
pable of human and reasonable acts, are to be assisted 
only by prayers : for they may prevail even for the ab- 
sent, and for enemies, and for all those who join not in 
the Office. "f The Church in this country had taught the 
same thing from its earliest period. For exactly conso- 
nant with the former part of this caution are the directions 
of Archbishop ^Elfric : the Priest " shall housel the un- 
hale and sick, the while the sick may swallow the Hou- 
sel, and he shall not do this if he be half-living, for the 

* The mind and practice of the primitive Church in this matter 
is well known, and may be seen in Bingham^s Antiquities, b. xv. 
chap. iv. sec. 7, who shows that ** it was given to infants and chil- 
dren for several ages ;" nor has our own Church further restricted 
the practice than that children should be ''of competent age*' 
(third rubric after the Catechism), or "of years of discretion" 
(title of Order of Confirmation), and should be able " to render 
an account of their faith according to the Catechism,*' (canon Ixi.) 
What that age is she has nowhere fixed. Instances are not want- 
ing of the reception of the holy Communion at an early age by 
members of our Church, even in health. Thus of Mrs. Godolpbin 
we read, " the Lord Bishop of Ely, Doctor Gunning, was so sur- 
prised at those early graces he discovered in her, that he thought 
fit she should be admitted to the holy Sacrament when she was 
hardly eleven years of age,** Evelyn's Life of her, edited by the 
Bishop of Oxford, p. 7. 

t Holy Dying, chap. v. sec. iv. 13. 
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Christ saith, that man should eat the Housel ;'** and 
very similar to the latter portion of it is the ancient me- 
trical canon, quoted by Mr. Maskell from an old English 
Service book.f 

** Dum vomet infirmus, non debet sumere corpus 
Christi : nisi credit, credendo fideliter egit. 
£brius, insanus, erronens, et male credens, 
Et pueri, corpus Christi non suscipiant hi. 
Non nisi mense semel, aliquis communicet seger/' 

In all cases indeed where such impediments distinctly 
exist, the Priest's course is plain, and no difficulty can 
arise ; the Communion cannot be administered, nor can 
the rubric for Spiritual Communion be resorted to ; since 
evidently the person who through lack of consciousness 
or sensibility cannot be profited by the actual reception 
of the Sacrament is not in a state to be instructed on, 
or to participate in its benefits, when spiritually received. 
Yet, in practice, cases of great difficulty do sometimes 
occur in the application of this rule ; e. ^., where the 
sick person, though conscious and reasonable, is deprived 
of the use of one or more senses, as the deaf, or the 
dumb, and the like. No further rule can be given than 
this : that where they are capable of receiving instruc- 
tion on and understanding the nature and benefit of the 
Sacrament ; where they can entertain and signify repen- 
tance, faith, and charity ; the holy Communion may be 
administered ; where however these abilities, or either 
of them, are wanting, it ought to be withheld. A case of 
actual occurrence may show the practical difficulty of 
such cases. 

The Priest was sent for to see C. D. who had had a 
severe attack of paralysis, from which he had partially 
recovered ; his life, however, continuing in great danger. 
It was found that he was deprived of the use of speech 
and of his limbs, but was perfectly conscious. The 
difficulty was the impossibility of receiving any verbal 
answers from him, and the uncertainty, therefore, how 
far his powers of mind were impaired by his disorder. 
After ministering to him in the Visitation Office, and 

* Canons of iElfric, Can. xxxi. ; in Wilkins' Concilia. 
t Monumenta Ritualia, i. 90. 
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finding his case satisfactory, his expressions of repen- 
tance being accompanied even with tears, the Minister 
thought it his duty to ask him if he desired to receive 
the holy Communion ; to which he replied several times 
by affirmative gestures. Hereupon the Priest inquired 
of his medical attendants, whether they thought he was 
fully conscious and reasonable ; and receiving a satis- 
factory reply from them, he addressed himself to pre- 
paring him for the reception of Communion. To this 
end he instructed him fully on its nature and benefits ; 
ascertaining by the use of Bishop Wilson's form of 
Examination, that he understood this, and was in fit 
disposition to receive it; a deliberate and clear reply 
(by gestures previously pointed out by the Priest) being 
required to every question. After he had been care- 
fully prepared in this way, he received the Communion, 
with great apparent devotion and comfort ; and a few 
days after he died. 

Cases will sometimes occur, where the sick person 
expresses an earnest wish to receive the Communion, 
and where, from suddenness of illness and extremity 
of danger or other cause, the Priest cannot instruct, 
examine, and prepare him as he could desire. If the 
sick person has been a communicant, the case is simple ; 
the Priest on being generally satisfied of the soundness 
of his faith and truth of his repentance, is bound to 
communicate him at once. Where it is his first Com- 
munion, the case is one of considerable difficulty ; but 
on the whole it may be laid down as a general rule, that 
the Priest is not justified in refusing the holy Com- 
munion to any one in immediate danger of death, who 
professes steadfast faith and earnest repentance and 
desire to receive that Sacrament. For the only con- 
ditions named in the opening rubric are, inability to 
come to Church, desire to receive, sufficient notice, and 
the required number of co-recipients. And as in the 
rubric after the Office, the qualifications to a profitable 
Spiritual Communion (in case of inability to receive 
outwardly) are stated to be that " he do truly repent him 
of his sins and steadfastly believe that our Lord Jesus 
Christ hath suffered death upon the Cross for him, 
e3 
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and shed His Blood for his redemption, earnestly re- 
membering the benefits he hath thereby and giving Him 
thanks therefore," it cannot be thought the Church would 
refuse the Sacrament to any one who really professes 
these graces to which she promises the benefits of the 
Sacrament, even where there can be no external reception. 
The mind of the primitive Church on this point is clear : 
that the Eucharist '^ should not be denied to any peni- 
tents at the point of death." * And it must be sup- 
posed that our Church has the same intention where she 
does not limit it by any direct expression in her formu- 
laries. And, as Bishop Taylor observes, " there is no 
Divine commandment directly forbidding the rulers of 
Church to give the Communion to any Christian that 
desires it, and professes repentance of his sins.^f In a 
word then, it would seem that a Priest has no authority 
to deny the Communion to any one very dangerously ill 
who is desirous to receive it, and professes steadfast 
faith, true repentance, earnest remembrance of the 
benefits purchased by the Sacrifice of the Cross, and 
hearty thankfulness for it, provided the external require- 
ments to the ministration of that Sacrament to the sick 
be attainable, even though there be no time for further 
conference. J 

But in this difficult case the Priest ought to enjoin 
the sick man, and even engage him to promise, in the 
event of God vouchsafing him recovery, to perfect his 

* Bingham, xv. iv. 9, where he proves that it was decreed by 
numerous early Councils. 

t Holy Dying, chap. v. sect. 4. 

i In such a case the five concluding clauses of the Catechism 
have been found useful to convey in a very concise form instruc- 
tion on the nature of the Communion. For the words are not 
only exceedingly simple, but having been in most cases impressed 
on the sick man and familiar to him, convey (with a little 
additional explanation) ideas to his mind without much strain on 
his attention and thinking powers : a point very much to be con- 
sidered in those very near death. Each question and answer 
being embodied into one, may be deliberately put to him, either 
as an inquiry or an instruction ; e.^., ** Do you know and believe 
that the Sacrament of the Lord's Sapper was ordained for the 
continual remembrance of the sacrifice of the Death of Christ and 
the benefits which we receive thereby, which are, forgiveness of 
our sins and restoration to God*s favour upon our true repent- 
ance ?" — And so forth. 
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repentance, and carefully to prepare himself for a worthy 
reception of the Communion in the Church.* 

As Bishop Mant observes, the Communion should 
not be given to the sick in such a case *' without an ad- 
monition to the sick man, that his habitual omission of 
this duty in times past is one of those former sins, which 
he is now called on truly to repent of, and in which he is 
now pledged to a steadfast purpose of amending his life 
in future. 

" Nor without a caution to the bystanders, that they 
turn the scene before them to the account of their own 
improvement, and do not defer till the hour of sickness 
and approaching death that practice of the means of 
grace, which God still graciously enables them to ob- 
serve in the season of health.' 'f 

In all that has been here said it is assumed that the 
sick man gives an assurance of repentance and of earnest 
desire to receive ; but, as Bishop Mant further advises, 
tJie Sacrament should not he administered "if it be 
found that the sick man is altogether ignorant of its 
nature ; or that he gives no assurance of being qualified 
by repentance, faith, and charity, to receive it ; or that 
he is possessed by no real desire of receiving it ; more- 
over, that he is incapacitated for profiting by his Minis- 
ter's instruction and advice." J 

The three following rules of Bishop Taylor (founded 
upon arguments and reasons given at length in " Holy 
Dying," chap, v., sect, iv., 8, 9, 13) are to be carefully 
observed. 

" The Minister is to make the repentance of the peni- 
tent as great, and his heart as contrite, as he can ; to dis- 
pose him by the repetition of acts of grace in the way 
of prayer, and in real and exterior instances, where he 
can ; and then to give him the holy Communion in all 
the same cases, in which he ought not to have denied it 
to him in his health ; that is, even in the beginnings of 
such a repentance, which, by human signs, he believes to 

* A similar course was imperatively required by the Early 
Church. See Bingham, b. xviii., chap. iv. sec. 3 ; and Arch- 
bishop Theodore's [of Canterbury] Penitential, chap, zliv., sec. 4. 

t Bishop Mant's Clergyman's Obligations, p. 400. 

: P. 401. 



itized by Google 



Cxiv CO-RECIPIENTS [iNTRO- 

to real and holy ; and after this, the event must be left 
be God. 

" The Minister of religion ought not to give the Com- 
munion to a sick person, if he retains the affection to 
any sin, and refuses to disavow it, or profess repentance 
of all sins whatsoever, if he be required to do it. 

" Let not the holy Sacrament be administered to 
dying persons, when they have no use of reason to make 
that duty acceptable, and the mysteries effective to the 
purposes of the soul. For the Sacraments and cere- 
monies of the Gospel operate not without the concurrent 
actions and moral influences of the suscipient." 

" Signifying also how many there are to communicate 
with him, which shall be three, or two at the least,** 

In King Edward VI.' s First Prayer Book, the rubric 
seems to make it indifferent whether there were any co- 
recipients with the Priest and the sick, or not;* in the 
succeeding editions of the Liturgy it was required that 
there should be " a good number to receive the Com- 
munion with the sick person ;" the specification of the 
number was introduced into the rubric at the revision 
of the Prayer Book in 1661 . Taking into consideration 
the large proportion of our population who are not 
communicants, the small number among those who are 
so, who (it can reasonably be hoped) live in constant 
preparation for the reception of the holy Sacrament, 
and the sudden calls which in a populous parish and in 
certain positions (as in hospitals, infirmaries, and such 
like) may be made on the Priest for the administration 
of the Communion to the sick or dying, the provision 
of co-recipients is not unfrequently a serious difficulty. 
The wording of this rubric seems to imply that the sick 
man should himself provide some persons to communi- 
cate with him. In the first Prayer Book of King Edward 
VI. indeed, it was expressly enjoined that ** the sick per- 
son should always desire some either of his own house, 
or else of his neighbours, to receive the holy Commu- 

* " The sick man and so many as shall communicate 

with him (if there be anyjj*^ And again : " shall minister the 
same, first, to those that are appointed to communicate with the 
sick (if there be any)V 
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niou with him ; for that wpuld be to him a singular 
great comfort, and of their part a great token of charity." 
Where any of the sick man's family or near friends are 
communicants nothing can be more fitting and proper, 
and consoling to both the sick and to themselves, than 
that they should be co-recipients with him in preference 
to all others ; and therefore it will be well for the Priest, 
on arranging preliminaries for Communion, to inquire of 
the sick man whether there are any among his family or 
friends whom he would wish to receive the Communion 
with him ; and if he names any who are unknown to the 
Priest, he should proceed to ascertain that they are com- 
municants. But it will, in practice, very frequently hap- 
pen that the sick man will perhaps be unable to procure 
any fit persons to communicate with him, or will leave 
the provision of co-recipients entirely to his Minister. 
In order to be ready against such cases, and specially in 
cases of urgency, some steps should be taken by the Priest 
to provide proper persons as co-recipients beforehand. 
Something has already been said on the subject of 
attendants in visiting the sick ; to this it may be added 
that in most parishes the Priest will be able from among 
the most constant attendants at the Communion in the 
Church to select one or more persons, who are able and 
willing to undertake at all times to be ready at a short 
notice to accompany him, and to receive the Communion 
with their sick neighbours. He will, of course, before 
putting himself into communication with them on this 
subject, take care that they are such as he has reason 
to think, from his observation and knowledge of their 
habits, piety, and devotion, generally live in such 
habitual preparation as may fit them for the reception 
of the Communion without previous warning, and will 
esteem frequent calls to receive it a privilege, not a 
burthen. He will indeed find that there are some who 
(until something like weekly Communion can be restored 
among us) will look upon such frequent opportunities of 
Communion as an inestimable blessing, and will gladly 
avail themselves of them ; and thus the course we are 
recommending may be a comfort to the Minister, as 
enabling him in some degree to meet the spiritual wants 
of such excellent persons, where the circumstances of 
his parish or people render it inexpedient at once to 
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celebrate very frequent Commanions in the Church. 
It will be well also to select such persons as from their 
avocations are free from important engagements, and 
have time at their disposal. Of course, it will be for the 
Minister, from his acquaintance with his people, to know 
where to look for and to find persons so disposed and 
qualified : in diiferent parishes they will be found in 
various classes of persons. But it may be suggested 
that pious females will most likely be his assistants 
herein, for these reasons among others : that they more 
generally have spare time and opportunity ; and that they, 
from the nature of their occupations being more disen- 
gaged from the turmoil and business of the world, will 
be enabled to be worthy recipients with short preparation. 
Such persons will be found in almost every village ; and 
in populous parishes no difficulty in obtaining such co- 
recipients will be experienced. 

In such parishes and wherever it is possible, it is ad- 
visable to make arrangements with more than one person 
to be at all times prepared to accompany the Priest as 
co-recipients in Communion of the sick ; as well to prevent 
the possibility of disappointment in the event of the ill- 
ness or absence of one, as that some may be called upon 
at one opportunity, some at another ; and that while 
such calls are never made burdensome to any by their 
frequency, more than one may have such opportunities 
of Communion. But it is evident that the intention of 
the Church is satisfied if there be one co-recipient be- 
sides the Priest and the sick : the rubric stating as the 
minimum, " to communicate with kim " (the sick man) 
" two, at the least," i, e., the Priest and one other. 

It is to be observed too that if the Church in this 
requirement, had in view the formation of such a con- 
gregation as might secure the fulfilment of our Lord's 
promise, " Where two or three are gathered together in 
My Name, there am I in the midst of them," this full 
number is attained by the presence of one co-recipient 
with the Priest and the sick man ; and indeed, it may be 
remarked, that even in the extreme case of the Minister 
communicating alone with the sick (in infectious dis- 
eases) the " two " named in our Blessed Lord's words 
do join in the united act of worship. While then it is 
to be recommended, (as the Church seems to advise) that. 
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where it is possible, there should be more than one co- 
recipient with the administrator and the sick, no Clergy- 
man would be justified in refusing or postponing the 
Communion, where one person can be provided to com- 
municate with the sick.* 

The Clergyman having made arrangements with one or 
more devout persons to be prepared whenever he requires 
them to receive the Communion with the sick, he will do 
well to give them such advices and directions thereon as 
he may think requisite, including of course explanation 
as to their conduct and demeanour ; e, g.y when to kneel, 
when to stand, to make the responses audibly in the 
Sursum corda^ and elsewhere, and to repeat the Con- 
fession, the Lord's Prayer, the Sanctus, and the Gloria 
m ExcelsiSy with the Minister ; and all other instructions 
which may conduce to the solemn and reverent celebra- 
tion of the holy Communion. 

" And having a convenient place in the sick man^s house, 
with all things necessary so 'prepared, that the Curate 
may reverently minister J^ 

We are here to consider: First, the things necessary 
in the Minister for the reverent ministration ; and, 
secondly, the things necessary to be prepared in a con- 
venient place in the sick man's house. 

And with regard to the first, it is advisable that 
the Priest should wear, in administering the holy Com- 
munion to the sick, the usual vestments in which he 
celebrates that Sacrament in the Church. There seems 
no reason to doubt that the words of this rubric imply 
as well the use of the proper habits by the Priest, as 
the decent covering of the temporary altar, or the use of 
fitting vessels, as " things necessary, that the Curate may 

* There seems little reason to doubt that the compilers of the 
second Prayer Book of King Edward VI. made the presence of co- 
recipients generally requisite in order to prevent the celebration 
of private Masses ; and to afford an answer to the objections of 
Romanists who might adduce (though untruly) such Communions 
as a parallel in our Church to that great corruption of theirs from 
Primitive Communion. It is evident then that in this respect the 
intention of the Church is satisfied ^ as the letter of her direction is 
observed, by the presence of one witness who partakes of the Com- 
munion. 
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reverently minister." The fifty-eighth Canon, too, both 
by its title and its injunctions seems to favour the same 
view. For it is entitled Ministers reading Divine Service, 
and administering the Sacraments, to wear surplices, and 
graduates therewithal hoods. And it directs, that "Every 
Minister saying the public prayers, or ministering the 
Sacraments, or other rites of the Church, shall wear a 
decent and comely surplice with sleeves." This, it is 
of course admitted, respects primarily the pubHc minis- 
trations in the Church ; but the omission of the word 
"publicly " before the word "ministering", or after the 
word " Sacraments", is at least remarkable ; and when it 
is observed that it is also excluded from the title, seems 
hardly otherwise than intentional. 

It is worthy of observation too (if not as a direct 
argument, at least as a confirmation of this view) that 
before the compilation of the Prayer Book, the Church 
of England, by an ancient injunction,* distinctly directed 
the Priest to be habited in a surplice and stole ; and not 
only did no direction prohibitory of this established 
custom accompany the first Prayer Book, but the rubric 
seemed to assume that he would, in administering the 
Communion to the sick man, be habited in the vestments 
used in the celebration of that Sacrament in Church. 

Looking too at the fact, that the early Church, 
through a desire to maintain all the external reverence 
and solemnity of the Sacrament, was very guarded in 
allowing its consecration in private houses, f it must 

* Of Archbishop Peckham of Canterbury. See it in Bishop 
Gibson's Codex, p. 484. The fact of his printing, without obser- 
vation, under the title "the Communion of the Sick,'* first this 
rubric of general directions as to its administration, next, the 
seventy-first Canon, showing under what circumstances it may be 
administered, and then this injunction directing the surplice and 
stole to be worn in administering it, is not without its significa- 
tion, as showing at least an impression on his mind, that the use 
of the regular habits in the administration of the Communion to 
the sick is now incumbent on Ministers of the Church of England. 
Mr. Maskell, indeed, proves that from the ninth century the 
Church in this country had enjoined that the surplice and stole 
should be worn on such occasions. — Monumenta Ritualia, I., 
p. 68. 

t Bingham's Antiquities, b. xv. chap. iv. § 10 ; where he ad- 
duces only four instances of consecrations in the sick room : and 
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be admitted that now she does (for wise and good 
reasons) permit it to be so consecrated, no external cir- 
cumstance which can add to its solemnity, and so help 
to guard it from familiarity, ought to be lightly omitted. 

And there is (when it is fairly considered) something 
repugnant to earnest minds, and to our notions of pro- 
priety, in the fact, that so holy and important a rite should 
be administered in the e very-day dress of the Clergy ; a 
dress scarcely if at all differing from that of persons en- 
gaged in all the common pursuits and occupations of life. 
Indeed a case has come under our own knowledge in which 
a pious and aged layman, who had never before considered 
the subject, was much shocked at the administration of 
the Communion to a near relative in his last illness, with- 
out the decent accompaniments of the Church's habits. 
In a day when the celebration of an inferior ceremony 
was not uncommon in private houses, and persons were 
married in drawing-rooms, the Minister always wore his 
proper vestments ; this was no doubt dictated by feel- 
ings of reverence and propriety, and was founded on the 
direction of the fifty-eighth Canon, " that the rites of 
the Church " shall be administered in a surplice ; the 
omission of this decent practice would no doubt have been 
offensive to the parties concerned and to the bystanders, 
as lowering the solemnity of the ceremony. If this then 
has naturally been the feeling with regard to what (at 
most) is a sacramental rite, much more ought it to lead 
us to celebrate the holy Communion in private, with all 
those external solemnities which our Church admits 
and sanctions. 

As regards the sick man too, it is comforting and edi- 
fying to him that he should receive that Sacrament with 
every outward aid to devotion and reverence. He lacks, 
indeed, many of those external circumstances to induce 
thoughtfulness and solemnity, which affect the Priest 
and the co-recipients. The sight of one lying on the bed 
of suffering, perhaps rapidly passing away from this 
world, cannot fail to have a sobering effect on them ; and 
to conduce to make them think solemnly of that Sacra- 



though these are sufficient in the way of precedent to justify the 
practice^ the smallness of the number proves how jealous the 
Church was in admitting it. 
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ment to the exclusion of all external thoughts. But all 
this cannot affect the sick man : the room, the sick bed, 
are those he has occupied most probably during a long 
illness ; and everything about him is familiar to him, and 
most likely connected with any ideas but those of re- 
verence. Moreover, the veiy fact that he is weak and 
languishing makes it more difficult for him to keep his 
thoughts collected and fixed on the solemnity, during a 
long service. Nothing, therefore, which can in any way 
tend to withdraw his thoughts from common things, and 
to elevate his devotion should be omitted. The effect, 
too, of the decent habihments which from his very 
earliest years he has probably associated with the so- 
lemnities of Divine worship, and the ministrations of 
his Church, will be comforting and soothing to him, as 
making him realise the fact, that though lying on a bed 
of sickness, and apart from his brethren, he is a par- 
taker of that one Bread and one Cup in Communion with 
the Church, and in close unity with the faithful, his 
brethren, as they kneel at the Lord's Table in his Parish 
Church. An experience of many years enables us to 
affirm that the apparent effect of administering the Com- 
munion in the usual habits of the Church, has been 
satisfying and consoling to the sick themselves. 

It must not be supposed that this expression of our 
feelings arises out of any mere love for externals, or from 
any leaning to the aesthetic tastes of modem days ; for it 
originates with us in feelings of a deep and sacred cha- 
racter ; we have ourselves experienced the advantages of 
the course we recommend, in increasing the solemnity of 
the administration of the Communion to the Sick, and 
guarding the Sacrament against undue familiarity ; and 
we give this advice, as being, we believe, consonant to 
the letter and intention of the direction of our Church, 
as set forth in her fifty-eighth Canon and the rubric we 
are now considering. And we are in possession of facts 
which prove that, at a time when no attention had been 
excited to the question of external observances, it was yet 
the deep-seated conviction of many Clergymen, whose 
practice was in accordance with it, that to wear the 
Church's vestment at this solemn rite, was not merely an 
implied duty to the Church's laws, but the conferring 
an important benefit on the sick man ; who could scarcely 
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be otherwise than edified by a sight so familiar to his 
eye, as the Church's Minister robed in the usual habits 
of his ministration in Divine Service. And it is on this 
part of the argument, we confess, that we are desirous to 
lay the greatest stress ; since we are well aware that no 
amount of argument would suffice to induce our Clerical 
brethren to undertake a practice which is not explicitly 
enjoined, and which in many places has fallen into abey- 
ance, unless the evident desirableness of the thing war- 
ranted its adoption. 

On the whole then let us come to this : that even if it 
be contended that the Church may have left the matter, 
as regards all positive rule, an open point ; considering 
that the judgment of the Priest would be best guided in 
the matter by circumstances ; yet we may confidently 
appeal to any ingenuous mind, whether on reflecting on 
what has been now said there can be a doubt, but that the 
Church does desire to secure to the administration of 
the holy Communion to the Sick the greatest possible 
amount of reverence, consistent with the occasion of the 
place ; and therein this special point of observance, 
among others, viz., the use of the vestment set apart by 
the Church for the purpose. 

The Minister will therefore do well to send a surplice, 
stole, and hood to the sick man's house ; and to vest 
himself therein on his arrival, before he begins the cele- 
bration of the Communion. 

With regard to the other " things necessary to be so 
prepared, that the Curate may reverently minister :" 
these, of course, consist only of a table fitted as a tem- 
porary altar, i. e,, " having a fair white linen cloth upon 
it ;"* a "Paten" and "Chalice ;"t and " a fair linen cloth 
for covering the consecrated Elements," J during the Post- 
Communion Service ; with " as much bread and wine, as 
he shall think sufficient." § As those about the sick 
man may not always be able to provide, or know how to 
arrange these things, it is very advisable for the Priest to 
bring the fair linen cloths with him, as well as the Com- 

* Fourth rabric before Communion Service. 
t Marginal rubrics to Prayer of Consecration. 
X Second rubric after Communion. 
§ Second rubric after Offertory. 
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munion Plate. This seems to have been customary ;* 
and if a small box is provided to hold all these it can 
conveniently be sent by or with the co-recipients, who 
ought to precede the Minister a few minutes, and may 
be instructed how to arrange the table for the celebration 
of the Communion. It is advisable, and consonant to 
the direction of our Church,f that if possible it should 
be placed at the foot of the bed, or at any rate full in 
the sight of the sick. If the patient is not so ill or 
weak as to render it impossible, it will facilitate his re- 
ception of the Sacrament, that he should be propped up 
in his bed by pillows. The Society for the Promotion 
of Christian Knowledge have published the Office for 
Communion of the Sick, in a large type : the Priest is 
advised to provide himself with a sufficient number of 
copies of these for the sick man and each of the com- 
municants, as the following the order of the Service in 
the Prayer Book and turning to the Communion Service 
after the Gospel, is not always easy to those unaccus- 
tomed to it. 

These are minute points ; but as they are hints 
the young and inexperienced Clergy stand in need of, 
as they will tend to the decent ministration of the 
Sacrament, and as they will probably be left undone 
unless the Priest himself takes care of them beforehand, 
we think it not beside the purposes of this Introduction 
to mention them. 

'^ He shall there celebrate the holy Communion, be- 
ginning with the Collect, Epistle, and Gospel, here 
following, "^^ 

All proceedings in the way of instruction and prepara- 
tion having been gone through at former visits, the Priest 
should, on coming to the sick man's house, at once begin 

* ** William Westly, ofWells, Esq.; gave a silver 

Chalice and Paten, double gilt, weighing 25 oz. 10 dwts., a Com- 
mon Prayer Book, two damask napkins, and a box ; to be kept 
by the Vicar of S. Cuthbert's, for the more decent administration 
of the holy Sacrament to sick persons that cannot attend the public 
service.*' — Collinson's History of Somersetshire, iii. 411. 

t Rubric before Consecration : •* That he may with the more 
readiness and decency break the bread before the people.'' 
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with this Office without any previous conference or dis- 
course ; which will only tend to distract and call off his 
thoughts from the solemnity of which he is about to 
partake, and by previously fatiguing him, render him 
more or less incapable to go through the service with 
edification. After placing the vessels (with sufficient 
bread and wine) on the holy Table, therefore, after his 
private prayer, it will be well at once to begin the 
Collect. 

In saying the Communion Service, the Priest is ad- 
vised to speak with great deliberation and distinctness ; 
addressing the Epistle and Gospel, and the other horta- 
tory or admonitory parts of the Service, directly to the 
sick man, and endeavouring to fix his attention to them. 
To aid him in all this, we have printed the Office for the 
Communion of the Sick in a larger type than the rest of 
the volume. An observation of Bishop Wilson's on the 
Sentences of Scripture preceding the Sursum Corda ex- 
presses fully our views on this subject. " These most 
comfortable words should always be read with great de- 
liberation, that the people may have time to reflect upon 
them, and to apply them every one to the comfort of his 
own soul ; and to prevent all unreasonable fears and 
doubts of God's gracious pardon and acceptance."* 
And when it is added that in the case before us, the 
person for whom we are ministering may probably hear 
these words and the other portions of the Service for the 
last time, the importance of distinct and deliberate pro- 
nunciation of them, such as may realize their full mean- 
ing to him, and ^x them on his mind and memory at 
the sinking of life and in the hour of death, cannot 
surely be exaggerated. 

" After which, the Priest shall proceed according to the 
form for the holy Communion, beginning at these 
words : \Ye that do truly, ^c.]" 

It is to be most carefully observed that the Priest has 
no authority to shorten the Service by omitting any part 
after these words ; indeed, by this rubric he is expressly 
forbidden to do so. For this rubric was added at the 

* Introduction to the Lord's Supper, Works, i. 47. 



itized by Google 



CXiiv NO SANCTION FOR OMISSIONS. [iNTRO- 

last review of the Prayer Book, on purpose to define 
how much of the Communion Service might be omit- 
ted; the rubric previously only prescribing the Collect, 
Epistle, and Gospel to be used in the Communion, and 
in the letter rendering it incumbent on the Priest to go 
through the whole Office for the Celebration of the 
Holy Communion. Hence we find Bishop Cosin setting 
down among " Particulars to be considered, explained, 
and corrected in the Book of Common Prayer :" — " At 
the Communion of the Sick : the Collect, Epistle, and 
Gospel is here especially ordered ; but what part of the 
Public Order at the Communion is to be used, and what 
omitted, (as some part of it seems needful to be,) is not 
here said."* On this view, and probably at his suggestion, 
the Church seems to have acted at the revision of the 
Prayer Book in 1 66 1 ; and when she has thus recorded 
her deliberate direction how much of the Service may be 
omitted, it is evidently expressly prohibitory against 
omitting more than she has authorized. And indeed it 
is evident that where she has cut ofi^ the Offertory, the 
Creed, the Prayer of Commemoration, and the Exhortation 
on Communion, she has plainly signified her opinion that 
those forms she has retained are necessary and fitting 
to be always used. Even when the Consecration was not 
made in the sick man's house, but the holy Sacrament 
was brought from the Church, the direction of the 
rubric was, " But before the Curate distribute the holy 
Communion, the appointed General Confession must be 
made in the name of the communicants, the Curate 
adding the Absolution, &c."t In the face of her inten- 
tion and injunction, then, it is evident that nothing can 
justify the omission of any portion of the Service, from 
the address before Confession to the final blessing ; and 
that if the sick man is too weak or sick to endure the 
Service thus prescribed, it is such extremity of sickness 
as opposes a "just impediment to his receiving the 
Communion ;" and the Priest must then proceed to 
instruct him under the rubric for Spiritual Communion. 

* Additional notes, (p. 70) at the end of Nicholls' Commentary 
on the Book of Common Prayer. 
t First Prayer Book of King Edward VI. 
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The rubric we are now considering seems so plain as 
to render it almost unnecessary to direct attention to it, or 
to support it by argument ; which indeed would not have 
been done, but that a work professing to assist the 
Clergy in the visitation of the sick has not scrupled to 
advise them, in certain cases, to violate the express 
directions of the Church in this matter. 

" At the time of the distribution of the holy Sacra-' 
menti the Priest shall first receive the Communion 
himself and after minister unto them that are ap- 
pointed to communicate with the sick, and last of all 
to the sick person,*' 

It will be well for the Priest to take care beforehand 
that the co-recipients so kneel as to give him free access 
to the sick man, leaving a clear passage about his bed : 
this will prevent a necessity of disturbing them, or 
causing any movement in the room which might distract 
the attention of the sick at the moment he is about to 
communicate. 

If the sick person is very weak and ill, and lying in 
a recumbent posture, it may be necessary to raise him 
slightly to enable him to receive the sacred elements, 
and especially the Cup : this had better, if possible, be 
done by the Priest, by gently passing one hand behind 
and raising the head, at J:he same time the Chalice is 
presented with the other. 

In giving the Chalice the Priest is warned (if the sick 
man be unable to raise it to his own lips*) to be very 
gentle, and to withdraw it at the first intimation of the 
sick man. Where there is extreme weakness, or when 

* Though the Church (contemplating mainly the case of public 
Communion,) directs the elements to be delivered into the hands 
of the communicants, it is evident that in some cases of great 
weakness, and where the use of the limbs has failed, this direction 
cannot be literally complied with ; but must be understood in a 
free sense to apply to communicants generally, and not to the 
sick (as, of course, the next words ** all meekly kneeling*' must 
be taken). In such cases the elements must be placed in the 
mouth of the sick ; and in all ordinary cases where they are 
given into his hands, it will be advisable (particularly as regards 
the Chalice) for the Priest to guide and steady the sick man's 
hand in raising it to his lips. 
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the powers of deglutition are impaired, the neglect of 
this caution may produce violent coughing and distress 
to the sick man. 

In the same way when there is any difficulty of 
deglutition or the like, a small piece of the consecrated 
bread should be given to the sick man. 

The Church has no doubt directed the sick man to 
be communicated last, for the reason given by Wheatley, 
"because those who communicate with him, through 
fear of some contagion, or the noisomeness of his disease, 
may be afraid to drink out of the same cup after him." 
And because even where no danger of actual contagion 
exists, there are often circumstances of an offensive na- 
ture, resulting from the " noisomeness of his disease," 
which render any one unwilling to partake of the cup 
after the sick man, it becomes a question how the re- 
mainder of the elements is to be disposed of, should any 
remain. We have thought it right by way of provision 
for the due consumption of the elements to print the ru- 
bric which enjoins that they should be consumed by the 
Priest and those who have communicated ; and this 
direction of course the Priest will follow in all ordinary 
cases. But as this in some cases will be impracticable for 
the reason given above, some other method must in such 
cases be followed. Nor can this be supposed to trans- 
gress the plain interpretation of the law of the Church. 
For as she is so charitable to the natural feelings of 
the co-recipients as to permit them in all cases to re- 
ceive before the sick man, so it cannot be supposed she 
would have those feelings violated, and even in some 
cases personal danger incurred, by a rigid observance of 
her direction for the due consumption of the elements ; 
and her injunction must be understood generally to for- 
bid the elements to be removed, and to require that they 
be reverently and discerningly consumed at the time ; 
and if this be done the method of consumption is not so 
material. Bishop Beveridge, commenting on that part 
of the 28th Article which treats of the non-reservation of 
the elements, notices that in the primitive Church they 
were consumed in the fire. " Hesychius saith, * What 
was left used to be consumed in the fire.' * Sed quod 
reliquum est de carnibus et panibus in igne incendi prse- 
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cepit, quod nunc yidemus etiam sensibiliter in Ecclesia 
fieri, ignique tradi queecumque remanere contigerit in- 
consumpta.'"* A better way than this cannot well be 
thought of; and as a sick-room is seldom without afire, 
there will be no difficulty in the Priest reverently and 
carefiilly pouring the contents of the Chalice and of the 
Paten on it. 

But it is to be noted that a little attention on the 
Priest's part will often prevent the necessity of any such 
consumption, and always ensure that a very small quantity 
of the elements shall remain unconsumed. As regards the 
bread indeed, he can always be careful to prepare just 
so much as is needed for himself, the co-recipients, and 
the sick, and to break it into exactly such a number of 
pieces as there are persons to receive ; and as to the 
cup, as the number present is very small, a little expe- 
rience will enable him to consecrate a quantity of wine 
so well proportioned as that very little, if any, shall re- 
main after communion. By this means two objects will 
be attained : that in ordinary cases he will be enabled to 
consume the elements himself, without offering to the 
co-recipients that which prejudice or fear (even where 
no reason for such feelings existed) might disincline them 
to receive ; and in all other cases, as the portion to be 
consumed by other means would be very small, their 
consumption would not be attended with inconvenience. 

" But if a man, either by reason of extremity of sickness^ 
or for want of warning in due time to the Curate, 
or for lack of company to receive with him, or by any 
other just impediment, do not receive the Sacrament of 
Christ's Body and Blood, ^c."t 
The " extremity of sickness" here contemplated seems 

not only a man's being so very ill as that he would die 

* Bishop Beveridge on XXXIX Articles, ii. 274 ; quoting 
Hesych. on Leviticus, viii. 32. 

t Though not exactly pertaining to our object in this Introduc- 
tion, it may not be unadvisable to observe that the assurance to 
the sick man that, if in proper dispositions, he communicates really 
though spiritually, although hindered from outward reception, has 
been from old time made to such dying penitents by the Church. 
Mr. Maskell shows, indeed, that this rubric is little more than an 
embodying and extension of the form which occurs in the ancient 
Office Books of the Church in this country. {Mon, Ritual., i) 

/ 
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before the Communion could be administered, but also 
all cases where the sick man is so weak as to be unable 
to bear the exhaustion attendant on such a long Service; 
or where the excitement of the solemnity would affect 
him too violently ; or again, where there are physical 
impossibilities to his receiving it, as, for instance, in com- 
plaints which are attended with violent nausea and 
retchings, or which prevent swallowing, as some dis- 
eases of the throat. 

In the Prayer Book previous to its last corrections it 
was laid down that the sick man ** must give timely no- 
tice sometime overnight, or else early in the morning to 
the Curate" if he was desirous to receive the Commu- 
nion ; but as the Church has omitted all specification of 
what time constitutes due notice, it would seem that no 
Clergyman can resort to this rubric, if he has had time 
and notice to come prepared to administer the holy 
Communion, and on his arrival finds the sick man capa- 
ble of receiving it ; unless indeed he is engaged in, or 
just about to celebrate, the ordinary pubUc Services of 
the Church. 

It has been before observed that according to the lite- 
ral interpretation of the rubric before Communion, " lack 
of company to receive with him " does not exist where 
one co-recipient besides the Priest can be provided. 

The clause " any other just impediment " seems intro- 
duced to provide for all such cases of moral or physical 
impossibility of receiving, as the rubric does not lay 
down ; as e,g, there being no wine in the sick man's house, 
and a great probability that he would die before it could 
be fetched. But no lower ground than such an impos- 
sibility would justify the Priest in acting under this ge- 
neral clause ; e.g, the want of a proper Chalice and Paten 
would not be a "just impediment " ; for the Priest could 
administer it with common vessels of earth or glass ; and 
the necessity that a man desirous to receive the Commu- 
nion do not die without the Sacrament is greater, than 
any law securing the external decency of administration 
in ordinary cases. 

It seems scarcely necessary to remark, in connection 
with what has been previously observed, pp. cxii., cxiii., 
that this rubric cannot in any way be acted upon where 



itized by Google 



DUCTION.] SPIRITUAL COMMUNION. CXxix 

the impediment to the person's receiving is want of fit 
preparation : it being evident, and indeed expressly stated 
in the rubric itself, that the qualifications for Spiritual 
Communion are the same as for the actual reception of 
the Sacrament. 

When the assurance is made to the sick person that 
being thus qualified, but hindered by extremity of sick- 
ness, or other just impediment, he does communicate 
spiritually to his soul's health, the Priest is recommended 
to use the very words of the rubric itself ; it being im- 
portant in so solemn a matter to use the exact expres- 
sions in which the Church has conveyed it ; and indeed 
the doctrine cannot be more forcibly and concisely stated, 
than in the language in which she has expressed it. It 
will be well therefore, for the Priest, having examined 
the sick man's repentance, faith in, and thankfulness for 
the Atonement, and of course, his desire to receive the 
Communion, and having made him sensible of the cause 
which hinders his external reception of the Sacrament, 
to use the words of the rubric after, " the Curate shall 
instruct him," substituting the second for the third 
person. And he should be advised to " represent the 
symbols of the Body and Blood of our Lord to his mind, 
and apply them to himself by faith, with the same pre- 
parations of faith and repentance, as if they were really 
present. For no doubt but God, in such a case. Who 
considers all things with exact justice, and chiefly respects 
the sincerity of the heart and intention, will excuse the 
absence of the outward and visible sign, when necessity 
and not contempt or neglect was the occasion of it." * 

" When the sick person is visited, and receiveth the holy 
Communion all at one time, then the Priest, for more 
expedition, shall cut off the form of the Visitation at 
the Psalm:' 

It would seem from this rubric that when the Priest 
has not visited the sick person before he is called upon 
to communicate him, he is bound to use the portion of 

• Clergyman's Companion, p. 32. Parts of the Act of Spiritual 
Communion at the end of Bishop Wilson's Introduction to the 
Lord's Supper may, with slight alterations, be adapted to such a 
case. 

/2 
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the Visitation Office directed. This is, no doubt, mainly 
that the Minister may examine his faith, repentance, 
charity, disengagement from temporal matters, and the 
like, and so ascertain his fitness and preparation for 
Communion. When these have been previously ex- 
amined into, as in all ordinary cases they will have been, 
the Priest is not to use any part of the Visitation Office, 
but to begin with the Collect of the Communion. 

When the Visitation Office is used, the Psalm is not 
to be said ; but the Priest is to break off " at the Psalm," 
i.e., after the Collect "O most merciful God "; for the 
formal act of reconciliation and benediction of the sick 
is in that case completed in the Communion. 

However, as the power of blessing in God's name 
and by His authority is in the Priest, and may be exer- 
cised by him on what occasions soever he sees cause, 
there does not seem any reason why the Priest should 
not (if he think fit so to do) after the completion of the 
Communion Service by pronouncing the usual plural 
blessing, and after making a reasonable pause, give the 
commendatory benediction to the sick man in the words 
of the last blessing of the Visitation Office. And it 
seems fit and reasonable that he should do so, if, as is 
often the case, he suspects from the state of the sick 
man that he may probably not see him again before his 
death: to bid him farewell, and commend him to God's 
mercy, protection, and to the enjoyment of everlasting 
peace, will be the most affectionate and comforting vale- 
dictory address he can make to him. 

For here it is carefully to be noted, that it is advisable 
for the Priest, after his private prayers and the con- 
sumption of the Elements, at once to leave the sick 
man's presence without further address or exhortation. 
For it must be borne in mind that the Service is a long 
one ; and as well on that account as because of the 
feelings and affections engaged in it (specially when 
received for the last time), fatiguing to one in a state of 
weakness ; besides it is better to leave the impression 
conveyed to the sick man's mind by the words of the 
Liturgy undisturbed and unchanged : any words of ours 
cannot add to it, and may detract from it. For a similar 
reason the Priest should direct the co-recipients not at 
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that time to enter into conversation with the sick man, 
but (if they are not of the sick person's own family) to 
come away with him, or soon after him ; and he should 
also give particular charge to those about the sick that 
they keep him as quiet and undisturbed as possible, 
after he receives the holy Communion. 

" In the time of the plague, sweaty or such other like 
contagious times of sickness or diseases, when none of 
the Parish or neighbours can be gotten to communicate 
ivith the sick in their houses, for fear of the infection, 
upon special request of the diseased, the Minister may 
only communicate with him,^' 

It does not seem to be necessary that the Priest 
should in case of infectious diseases actually invite 
persons to be co-recipients, and only on their i*efusal 
proceed to communicate alone with the sick man ; but 
in a case where the sick man's disease is known to him 
to be contagious, and he is unwilling to ask others to 
receive with the sick, because he, in his judgment, does 
not think it fit that they should be exposed to the danger 
of infection, he is at liberty to communicate with him 
alone. For a Clergyman might naturally be exceedingly 
averse to ask persons to expose themselves to great risk, 
who might be delicate or unwilling to refuse if invited, or 
might not know the full danger of infection ; and he might 
have much cause for regret, if, having communicated at 
his request, they took the disorder, and even came to die. 
Whether co-recipients "cannot be gotten" on account 
of their own refusal, or because the danger of infection 
is so great and notorious as to render it unadvisable to 
ask them, seems equally to fulfil the condition of the 
rubric. 

On a review of the whole matter as set forth in this and 
other rubrics, we may be allowed to observe, that there 
remains a desideratum in the directions of the Church 
on this subject, which is thus expressed by Bishop Cosin : 
" If there might be here some indulgence given, that 
in case the sick person doth so earnestly desire the 
Sacrament, that he cannot be in a quiet state of mind 
without it, it may be delivered to him by the Minister, 
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tbough there be no contagion in the sickness, when 
others cannot be gotten to communicate with him, it 
would be to the greater satisfaction, both of him and 
the Minister, who is here restrained to that case only.''* 

Before leaving the subject of the Communion of the 
sick it seems fitting to make allusion to a case of some 
difficulty which not unfrequently arises; viz., in a 
very long and dangerous illness where the sick person 
has received the holy Communion, and continues to Hve 
on for several weeks, or even months, without hope of 
eventual recovery. In such a case it becomes a question 
whether the sick man should be invited to receive it 
again, or even several times ; and if so, at what intervals. 
On a subject in which so much must depend on the 
earnestness and real piety of the particular sick person, or 
on his previous habit of Communion, no general rule can 
be given. Thus much however may be suggested by 
way of advice : while ever there are temptations to be 
struggled with, the sick man may well "renew his 
strength," by the reception of the holy Communion ; 
while ever there are afflictions to be endured, he may 
well look for consolation in "the most comfortable 
Sacrament of the Body and Blood of Christ ;" while 
ever there are sins, to be repented of, (as impatience, 
hasty words, undue thoughts,) and faith to be main- 
tained and perfected, he may well seek for grace by the 
receiving that holy Sacrament in remembrance of His 
Lord's ** meritorious Cross and Passion ; whereby alone 
we obtain remission of our sins, and are made partakers 
of the kingdom of heaven." And as temptations and 
afflictions are wont to be heavier, the remembrance of 
former sins deeper, and the need of a firm faith greater, 
at the approach of death, it seems especially fitting that, 
if any considerable time has elapsed since the Com- 
munion has been received, it should be again adminis- 
tered as that hour draws near. While however, on the 
one hand, to press the repetition of Communion on one 
who never received before his illness, whose preparation 
for his once receiving it was a great exertion, and whose 

* Additional notes, p. 70, at the end of Dr. NichoUs' Com- 
mentary on Book of Common Prayer. 
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mind and heart (possibly from former neglects) are in- 
capable of great and deep piety, would be altogether 
injudicious ; hurtful perhaps to him, and injurious to the 
dignity of the Sacrament; so, on the other hand, it 
would be a great neglect on the part of the Minister, 
that one who had received it regularly in the time of his 
health should not have at least as frequent opportunities 
of receiving it now in his going down to the grave ; or 
that those of great devotion, real earnestness, and deep 
repentance, should not be led, and even invited to renew 
their union with their Lord, at such intervals as their love 
for Him prompts them to while He prolongs their days. 

That the reception of the holy Communion has been 
during sickness repeated by devout members of our 
Church, the following few examples, out of many, may 
suffice to prove. 

Elizabeth, Lady Capel, " towards the latter part of her 
sickness, twice received the Blessed Sacrament of the 
Body and Blood of Christ, and both times with ex- 
pressions of devotion and reverence."* The celebrated 
Doctor Hammond, on his death- bed, "on the 20th of 
April, being Good Friday, solemnly received the Sa- 
crament ; and again on the 22nd of April, which then 
was Easter day.^'f Lady Elizabeth Hastings in her last 
illness ''had the holy Sacrament administered to her 
every Sunday." J Doctor Grabe "received the Com- 
munion of our Lord's Body and Blood with great 
devotion several times during his severe visitation, to 
fortify him in his passage to eternity ."§ 



The sick man having been thus visited, examined, 
and prepared, and having received the holy Communion, 
the seal of his reconciliation to God, is thus fitted, as 
far as human ministrations can fit him, to leave the 
world; or, in the event of recovery, to enter it again in a 
chastened and pure spirit. The Church therefore does 
not actually prescribe any further ministration for him ; 

* Eoglish Churchwomen, p. 76. 

t He died on the 25th.— Fell* s Life of Hammond. 

X English Churchwomen, p. 355. 

§ Nelson's Life of Bi&hop Bull, p. 223. 
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except indeed a prayer when there appears little hope 
of recovery, and a commendatory prayer to be said over 
him at the time of his departure ; or an expression of 
his thanksgiving on his perfect recovery and restoration 
to the Church, She seems therefore to leave it open to 
her Ministers to use such devotional offices as they 
shall think fit (so that they be in union with and sub- 
jective to her teaching), should occasion for them arise, 
either by the sick man's lingering on after his Visitation 
and Communion, or by his slowly recovering. For 
though no other office than she has prescribed can be 
essentially necessary, if all her directions in the Visita- 
tion and Communion Offices have been rightly observed, 
yet if the sick man slowly and gradually sinks until his 
death, after the reception of the Communion, the Priest 
will naturally feel himself called upon to visit him con- 
stantly, and to continue to prepare him for the hour of 
his departure ; and as evidently the repetition of any 
part of the Visitation Office is then unsuitable, we have 
provided forms for his use in such visits. 

The first he will desire to use on his next visit after the. 
sick man's reception of the holy Communion, is one which 
treats him as truly repentant, and as having availed him- 
self of the means God has provided for his restoration 
and pardon. For this we have endeavoured to provide 
by the compilation of the office for a sick penitent 
(p. 80) ; which should never be used until the examina- 
tions contemplated in the rubric of the Visitation Office 
after the Creed have been made, and until after the 
ministry of reconciliation has been afforded to the sick, 
whether by the use of the latter portion of the Visita- 
tion Service, or the pronunciation of absolution, and (in 
all ordinary cases) the administration of the holy 
Communion. Experience has proved the comforting 
effects of the use of this office after repentance has thus 
been manifested, and the Eucharist received. 

It may not unfrequently happen that the sick man 
may continue to live on from day to day for some time, 
yet still in great and constant danger of death, and 
almost beyond the expectation of those about him. In 
this case the Minister in his visits, and in all prayers and 
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miuistrations which he uses with him, will, of course, 
desire to keep the fact of the near approach and pro- 
bability of death in view. In such a case, the Psalm, 
Scripture, and Prayers (pp. 222 — 30) may be used with 
advantage ; or the Prayers alone may be used, combined, 
of course, with the opening of the office (p. 208). Or 
the Litany for one not likely to Hve may be said over 
him ; or if he lingers on for some time in such a state of 
great danger, these may be alternated, using one on one 
occasion, the other on another. Or again, some of the 
Prayers (pp. 228, 229) may be said on one day and 
some on another, according as the sick man is able to 
bear it, and the Minister in his discretion judges fit. 

On the Priest's last visit, and when the symptoms of 
approaching death have set in, the office of commenda- 
tion into the hands of God may well be used. In say- 
ing this office the Priest should aim at great distinctness 
and deliberation, as the faculties of the dying person 
becoming obscured and dulled, require such assistances 
to enable them to realize and enter into the prayers. 
But if the dying man has become insensible by the near 
approach of death, this office may still be said over him, 
with his relatives and those about him, up to the time of 
death ; and will (besides its intrinsic value in striving 
with God by prayer for His acceptance of the dying,) 
often prove a great consolation and help to them, as em- 
bodjring and giving vent to their last prayers for their 
dying friend.* The Church has sanctioned and indeed 
enjoined the use of prayer at such a moment, by setting 
forth the Commendatory prayer for a person at the 
point of departure ; and we believe we have acted strictly 
in accordance with her intention, in combining with the 
use of that Prayer forms which her greatest divines 
have provided for the same purpose. As the construc- 
tion and language of that office presume the patient's 
death to be at hand, and no other prayers to be used 
after it, the Priest should never use it until he is satis- 
fied, either from his own observation or the assurance of 

* ''Her spirits faint ; till no more pulse perceivable,with the most 
ardentprayers and offices of the holy man » who continually attended, 
he earnestly, and we all devoutly recommend, and she quietly 
renders up her happy soul to her blessed Redeemer.'' — I^fe qf 
Mrs. Godolphirtf p. 150. She had been for some time insensible. 
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experienced persons, that the premonitory symptoms of 
immediate dissolution have appeared, or unless the dying 
person is evidently in extremis. And it will be for the 
consideration of the Clergyman whether it is not advisa- 
ble for him to desire that he may be summoned the mo- 
ment such symptoms appear, in order that he may com- 
fort and sustain the sick in his last agony, and minister 
prayer and consolation to the surrounding friends.* 

In connection with these last visits to the sick man, 
the Minister may profitably use the Instructions and 
Advices to Friends and Attendants (pp. 610 — 620). 

The faithful Parish Priest vrill not consider his minis- 
tration concluded by the death of the sick man he has 
attended ; but as the Apostolic command is " to visit the 
fatherless and widows in their affliction" as well as to 
" pray over the sick", and as his ovm vow is to exhort 
and monish as well the whole in body as the sick 
v^dthin his cure, he will take care to visit the sur- 
viving friends and relatives ; and at a time when their 
hearts have been by God's chastisement peculiarly 
opened to receive instruction and advice (so it be mingled 
vfith comfort), either to bring them to better thoughts 
and habits, or to confirm them in submission to and per- 
formance of the wl\ of God. 

" Here it requires," as Mr. Sawbridge observes, " all 
the aid of religion to support the sufferers. This aid it 
is the duty of the Parish Priest to administer, and the 
attentive Shepherd, who knows his flock, and is knovm 
of them, will generally be able to do it with success. 
That voice which has been accustomed to sooth their 
less weighty cares, that well-known voice, will now be 
able to speflj^ comfort to the agitated and troubled mind. 
Whenever therefore death has made a chasm in a family, 
especially under peculiar circumstances of distress, the 
parochial Minister should throw himself in the way of 
giving the only consolation that can be afforded in such 
a case. If he perceives his hstening to the tale of woe 
gives reHef to uie mourner, and his discourse raises the 

* '' And when any is passing out of this world .... the 
Minister shall not then slack to do his last duty.'' Canon 67. 
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mind to the only source of peace and comfort, his 
reward from the inward satisfaction he experiences will 
be great ; should he be unsuccessful, he may still rest 
satisfied that he has done his part."* 

And as prayer will naturally form a part of his 
ministration to them, we have provided an office of 
consolation, (p. 169,) which may be said either on his 
first visit after the decease ; or if they desire it, and are 
able to bear it, he may assemble the family immediately 
after the death, and proceed with this office. And to aid 
him in exhortations, whether of consolation, or to future 
holiness, we have given the Exhortations and Advices to 
those who mourn, p. 623. 

But in the event of a favourable and not a fatal termi- 
nation of the sick man's illness, the Minister will also 
desire to continue his visits; maintaining and enforcing 
the impressions made on him during his sickness, until he 
is perfectly restored to health, and enabled again to take 
part in the public ministrations of the Church. The 
short offices, (pp. 208 — 221) will we believe be found 
useM on such occasions ; combining as they do Psalms, 
instructive portions of Scripture, and Prayers ; and all 
having reference, more or less, to eventual recovery. Or 
in a very slow and protracted recovery, the office during 
prolonged sickness may be advantageously used. And as 
the sick man may be for some time so far recovered as to 
be beyond all probable danger, and in well founded hope of 
perfect restoration, before he is able to go to Church and 
so offer his thanksgivings in the public Service, we have 
compiled an office for one recovered, which may be used 
when he first leaves his room or his bed, or such like 
decided period in his recovery. The Exhortations to one 
recovered from sickness, of which we have given two, to 
be used at the discretion of the Priest, ought, of course, 
to be united with the use of that office. And it will be 
well in every case to remind the sick man that his obli- 
gation of external thanksgiving does not end with this ; 
but that if he has had the prayers of the congregation, 
he is bound, by attending Church and making his public 

* Manual for the Parish Priest, pp. 99, 100. 
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thanksgiving there, to pay his vows in the Courts of the 
Lord's House in the sight of all His people. 



Besides these various offices complementary to the 
Visitation Office, and carrying out and fulfilling its line 
of teaching, a few others have heen added, which are 
in a manner supplementary to that Office, the cases to 
which they are intended to apply not having heen di- 
rectly provided for by the Church. Such are the bed- 
ridden ; those about to undergo an operation ; persons 
in a state of insensibility ; sick women with child ; 
those who have attempted suicide; and condemned 
criminals. Nor ought it to be charged on the Church, 
that her Office Book is deficient, in that, professing 
to contain an Office for sickness generally, it does not 
in its own ritual afford means of deahng with these 
particular cases. For evidently in some of them her 
Office for the Visitation of the Sick must be supposed to 
have been already used ; and others are not cases of 
sickness properly so called, or which the Church can 
be supposed or need to have had in view in framing her 
manual for the sick. In dealing with these, therefore, 
her Ministers must be supposed to have, and to be al- 
lowed, a liberty of using such forms of prayer, (whether 
compiled from her Liturgy or from the provisions of 
divines in Communion with her,) for such cases, as in 
their discretion they shall think fit ; subject only to these 
two conditions : that they are properly adapted to the 
case in point; and in no wise contravene her own teaching 
and intention. 

On most of these cases we purpose saying a very few 
words, in the way of such advice as our experience in 
them enables us to suggest. 

With regard to the infirm and bed-ridden, we are 
glad to quote as corroborating our views on this im- 
portant subject, a passage from Sawbridge's Manual 
for the Parish Priest. " There is a description of per- 
sons in every parish besides the absolutely sick, which 
calls for the attention of the Pastor ; I mean those who 
though not under the influence of disease, yet from 
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age or infirmity, are unable to attend the public service 
of the Church. To these the Church should in some 
measure be carried; the parochial Minister should, as 
often as the extent and population of his parish will 
admit, visit them, read some of the prayers of the Liturgy 
to them, and discourse with them upon religious sub- 
jects. He will always find they receive comfort from 
these visits, and generally advantage. Their minds will 
be kept in a proper frame for that change to which they 
are approaching ; and they vnll by this means be kept, 
not only in righteousness of life, but, most probably, in 
the unity of the Church*^* Under the influence of feel- 
ings of this kind we were induced to set forth an office 
for cases of prolonged sickness, and for infirm and bedrid- 
den persons ; the express design of which should be, to 
teach all persons unable to attend the house of God 
on the usual Prayer days, that they were not cut off 
altogether from the great congregation, and that the 
Christian sympathies of their Pastor still bound them 
to the rest of the flock. The words of the Seventy-first 
Canon are, " No Minister shall preach or administer the 
holy Communion in any private house, except it be in 
times of necessity, when any being either so impotent 
as he cannot go to the Church, or very dangerously 
sick, are desirous to be partakers of the holy Sacra- 
ment." And since the Church thus sanctions the ad- 
ministration of the holy Communion to those who 
are so impotent as that they cannot go to Church, it 
is evident that she contemplates also such offices being 
afforded to them by her Ministers, from time to time, 
as shall in some measure supply to them the lack 
of the other public Services of the Church, from 
which they are by the visitation of God withheld. 
And we have no doubt that were the Priest to go 
periodically once a week or once a fortnight to such 
persons, and use this office, taking with him some 
charitable person, or regular assistant to help him in 
the responses, and at intervals of six weeks or two 
months, to administer the holy Communion, the greatest 
benefits would be derived to himself and his parish; 
not the least of which would be, that where a Minister 
actively engages in duty of this kind, he is taking 
• P. 108. 
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one of the most practical and effective ways of im- 
pressing on his people's minds the great value of 
the Church's ministrations. A Clergyman's sentiments 
as to the importance of public prayer and sacred ordi- 
nances, must be felt with additional weight, when he 
gives such practical proof of his feeling for those who 
are debarred from attending them; and cannot fail, 
sooner or later, to be brought home to the conscience of 
the habitual violater of the Lord's day. Moreover, it has 
been found that elderly people who have left off attend- 
ance at Church, thinking themselves too infirm, will, when 
repeatedly visited after this manner, be ashamed to re- 
ceive the assistance of their Minister, when a little ex- 
ertion on their part, by bringing them to the house of 
God, would suffice to spare him a great deal of labour. 

And that nothing may be wanting which is calculated to 
realize the fact of Church-membership ftdly to the infirm 
person, in this period of his loneliness and separation from 
public assemblies, the Parish Priest is recommended at 
private Communions of the bed-ridden and infirm, to inti- 
mate to the communicant, in preparing him for the rite, 
that the same privilege in respect to almsgiving is open to 
him, as he was wont to enjoy when he communicated pub- 
licly in the Church. Though this practice is not enjoined 
by any rubric in the Office for the Communion of the 
Sick (for the Church may have wise reasons for the 
omission, such as, for instance, the fear of seeming to 
make it compulsory), it is notwithstanding obvious that 
she could not have meant to refuse the offerings of those 
who might be willing to make them at this most fitting 
opportunity. There is nothing in the position of an 
infirm or bed-ridden person to make it less a duty not to 
appear empty before the Lord, than to the healthy and 
whole. And we know from ample experience that the 
intimation has been most gladly received and attended 
to, in such cases as have fallen under our notice. But 
to prevent any possible misconception on the part of the 
infirm, the Priest should always take pains to impress 
distinctly upon the minds of such communicants, from 
time to time, that the money thus given is devoted to 
charitable objects ; that it is purely a voluntary gift ; 
and that he is equally ready to administer at all times 
without it. 
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And in concluding this branch of the subject, we may 
observe, there are few acts of ministerial duty which 
convey to the minds of his parishioners a greater notion 
of a Clergyman's earnestness, and more awaken senti- 
ments of the reahty of the Church's teaching and 
system, than this very point. The greatest activity 
in visiting the healthy will be attended with only a 
comparatively small blessing, if there be not all possible 
system carried out with regard to the aged and infirm. 
These, with the sick, we would say, should occupy the 
first thoughts of the Minister of religion, apart from the 
public worship of God. The question how those who 
are incapacitated from attending the public Services 
should have the blessings of the Church and the rites of 
our holy religion administered to them, once determined 
on, and a system settled for carrying out this good work, 
the measure of time and attention for all other parts of 
his sacred calling may be easily and happily adjusted. 

It will sometimes happen that the Minister having 
notice of a case of sudden sickness, on his arrival finds 
the person either delirious or insensible. In such a case 
it seems but fitting that prayers should be offered up ; 
And the surrounding friends or relatives look for, and 
indeed sometimes solicit the prayers of the Minister. 
Yet as the Visitation Ofiice evidently contemplates the 
sick man being capable of at least mentally joining in 
the prayers, and of receiving instruction and exhortation, 
it is plain that it is not applicable, and ought not to be 
used in such a case. We have, therefore, compiled a form 
which we believe may be found useful in such an emer- 
gency ; and some prayers in cases of sudden accident are 
added. A case within our own experience leads us to 
encourage our brethren not to be backward in using such 
prayers over those externally insensible, even though the 
friends should not invite it. 

The Priest was informed that E. F., who had been 
known to him in a previous illness, was much hurt from 
a violent kick of a horse. On reaching his bed-side he 
found him apparently in a fit, and quite insensible to any 
words spoken to him ; his life was thought in great dan- 
ger, and his family in very great affliction were around 
him. The Priest suggested to them that they should 
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prayj^r him, as he was not then in a state to join in 
prayer; and on their willingly assenting, said prayers 
over him. The man eventually recovered ; and after- 
wards assured the Clergyman not only that at the time 
he was perfectly conscious that prayers were heing said 
for him, but that the prayers then said were the greatest 
solace and comfort in the trouble of mind, and pain of 
body he was then suffering. 

It will be found that those who are likely to undergo 
an operation will be most anxious for the ministrations 
of the Clergyman, and very thankful for an office hav- 
ing reference to their particular trial. The one given in 
this volume has been long used in such cases with much 
good effect. It is to be observed that, in general, persons 
awaiting any great operation have a tendency to excite- 
ment ; and that a tranquillizing, soothing tone of quiet 
confidence in God should pervade all the Priest's con- 
ference with them. Such a tone has been endeavoured 
to be infused into this office ; which may be fitly used 
with them, on the morning of the day on which the 
operation is to take place. In cases where the operation 
follows long disease, it is presumed that the Priest will 
previously have used the Visitation Office, with them ; 
where this has not been the case, or the operation is in 
consequence of sudden accident, it will be well to make 
all necessary inquiries before the use of this office, and to 
proceed with the Visitation Office after the operation. 
But it is to be observed that generally the patient is to 
be kept in complete quiet for two or three days; and that 
except in case of extreme danger of death, it will be 
advisable for the Priest to refrain from all direct minis- 
tration with him during that period. Of course during 
recovery the person operated on should be visited and 
treated as in the case of any one recovering from general 
sickness. 

The case of persons who have attempted suicide is 
one in which the immediate attendance of the Clergy- 
man is most important in every sense : it will often be 
of the greatest avail in preventing a repetition of the 
crime ; and the unfortunate persons who have attempted 
it, frequently undergo after the attempt a great reaction 
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of feeling, which makes them most willing to receive 
and observe a Minister's instructions. They are almost 
always persons of extreme sensibility; often of a broken 
down and wounded spirit ; and of all others need guid- 
ance and direction, and the seeking of the grace of 
God, to rescue them from the consequences of their 
crime. 

The office here given has been used extensively by 
one of the Compilers, who unhappily has had consider- 
able experience in such cases. And it is believed that 
few cases will occur where it will not be found available. 
The Priest is advised to require a distinct and deliberate 
answer to the questions at the end of the Exhortation ; 
and as it is certain that in most cases of this kind there 
exists some degree of aberration of intellect, or wander- 
ing of the right powers of the mind, it will be well at 
future visits to remind them of the answers they made 
to these questions, and engage them to repeat them. 
In most cases it will be found that the eventual cause of 
the crime is to be traced to the indulgence of some sin, 
secret or hidden ; it is essential, if possible, to ascertain 
this, and to lead them to see the connection of their 
attempted crime with it, that they may effectually repent, 
and amend it. Since, as it has been before said, their 
powers of reason .or judgment are impaired, it will be 
better if they are much exasperated or afflicted, rather 
to prove to them the sinfulness of their attempt on their 
own showing, or admitting their case, rather than by 
long arguments to excite them, and disincline them to 
receive admonition. This will often show them indi- 
rectly their error, and force them to admit it ; or it can 
be brought home to them at a future visit. 

The great points to bring them to on a first conference, 
are those contained in the questions at p. 127. They 
should afterwards be dealt with according to the Visitation 
Office ; and it will be well for the Minister to keep his 
attention on them, and to let them freely put themselves 
in communication with him in the event of recovery. 
If thus treated, it is believed such persons will often, by 
God's grace, be brought to walk in the unity of the Spirit, 
in the bond of peace, and in righteousness of life ; and 
that such cases will, even in external results, repay the 
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anxiety and difficulty the Minister often experiences in 
his first visit to them. 

The ancient Litany, commemorative of the Life and 
Passion of our Blessed Lord, will he found useful in 
cases of great suffering ; in which pleading with God by 
means of those agonies which He Himself endured, will 
be consoling and strengthening to the sufferer, and 
help him to keep before him the example of our Lord's 
meekness and endurance. But this Litany should not 
be said over such persons as, from want of earnestness 
and devotion, will not enter into its spirit nor realize its 
object ; at least until such time as they have been 
brought to " look unto Jesus " as the great Example of 
endurance of suffering, and taught to acknowledge their 
own afflictions to be only an earnest of the load of suf- 
fering which they must have borne, had not He, by 
bearing it in His own Person, relieved them from the 
full weight of it. 

Of the Litanies before Communion, and for one not 
hkely to live, something has already been said ; to which 
we may now add, that this latter Litany may also be 
used, where the Priest is summoned to one in great 
danger, where from the imminence of danger, or the 
state of the sick man, it is impossible to make the ex- 
aminations and instructions contemplated in the Visita- 
tion Office : in this case, besides the general Inquiries to be 
made of the sick man and those about him, S. Anselm's 
short Form may fitly be used, and then this Litany said 
over the dying person. And again, it may be said in 
cases where the sick person has not been in communion 
with the Church, but desires the ministration of her 
Minister, and whom he cannot (on account of his great 
danger or extreme weakness) examine and instruct fully 
in her faith, but whose general professions of faith, re- 
pentance, and charity are satisfactory. 

We have added a Litany to be said over a sick child, 
which, in our experience, we have found much to help 
their devotions. To attain this object we have, as far as 
we were able, excluded all words or phrases not likely 
to be understood by children ; and have endeavoured to 
make the prayers in expressions which children them- 
selves use. The Church herself has sanctioned particu- 
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lar miDistrations for children, by adding a prayer for a 
sick child to her Visitation Office ; but as, from an ex- 
amination of the expressions in that prayer, it seems 
evident that she contemplated mainly the case of sick 
or dying infants ** before they commit actual sin," we 
have thought that we should only be carrying out her 
general intention, and probably affording much aid to 
our brethren, by providing such a form as might be 
used with young children above the age of infancy, yet 
before they are of " competent age " to be treated as 
persons having the full responsibilities of Church-mem- 
bership. Bp, Steame's Eleventh Exhortation, p. 367, 
may be combined with the use of this Litany. 

In connection with this subject we may remark, that 
we have also provided an office of consolation to be 
used with the parents after the death of young children ; 
for this is an occasion when the greatness of affliction 
renders the ministry of prayer and exhortation and con- 
solation particularly needful and comforting ; and, it is 
evident, that the general office of consolation is quite 
inapplicable to such a case. The office printed in this 
volume has been found, by experience of its use, to 
affi)rd satisfaction and comfort to persons suffering under 
this very afflictive dispensation. 

In the use of the Litanies, the Priest can conclude 
them either with the usual grace, (2 Cor. xiii.) or the 
blessing, p. 230, or the commendatory benediction of 
the Visitation Office, as he thinks fit in the particular 



Besides the use of the short offices to which we have 
already pointed, (see p. cxxxvii.) it is thought they may 
be found suitable to such cases of not very serious ill- 
ness, yet of confinement to the bed or room, as the 
Minister may think fit to make an opportunity of a pas- 
toral visit, or of repeating such visits from time to time. 
In such a case he will naturally desire to use prayers, 
and Scripture readings; and as the Visitation Office 
seems hardly appUcable to such a case, these short 
forms of prayer, with Scripture and Psalms, may be a 
useful manual on such occasions. 

And as in all cases of serious illness where he is visit- 
ing the sick man, he will desire to make the opportunity 
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one also of instruction and improTement to those about 
him^ and to teach them to realize that their office is not 
one of mere bodily service, but a religious duty, we have 
appended the directions to be given to such persons, 
with Psalms and prayers suitable to be said with them, 
p. 230—232. 



Such are the advices (imperfectly set out, indeed, and 
conveyed), which our studies coupled with our own 
experience, enable us to give our brethren in dealing 
with the many and various difficulties to be expected, 
and commonly experienced in the ministration to the 
sick. And 'while we have attempted to give them 
such directions as may guide them in the use of the 
following offices, and in their conduct in the sick 
room, we are sensible how great a field we have left 
untouched, of their personal preparation in heart and 
mind, by study, by meditation, and above all by prayer. 
For this it is indeed which can alone encourage and 
enable us to bear the weight of the Christian Ministry ; 
the thought that thus prepared we go not forth in 
our own strength ; that as the Ambassadors of God we 
are not alone ; but that we have the Church to guide us 
in setting about our ministrations, God's Holy Spirit to 
influence us in the due performance of them. His Blessed 
Son to support us in going through them, and His own 
gracious promise to confirm the execution of them, if only 
we perform them in humihty, in zeal, in earnestness, 
and in meek dependence on Him. While, therefore, 
the Christian Priest keeps before him that one text, 
which we quoted at the outset of this introduction, to 
warn him against all presumption and self-confidence in 
undertaking his duties, so also, to hinder him from 
shrinking back from them in mistrust and despondency, 
let him look to that other text, Aia toOto ixome^ tijv 
hiaKOviav Tovnyv, KaOuj^ rjXerfOrifiev, ovk ixKaKovfAev, 



W. H. C. 
H. S. 



l^auiS sit Mm, 
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3 Cable of ^sialmsi 

ContatncTi in tl^fs Idooii. 



VI. Domine, ne in Juror e 
XIII. Usque quOy Dovnine ? 

XV. Domine, quia habitabit ? 
XVI. Conserva me, Domine 

XX. Exaudiat te Dominua 

XXIII. Dominui regit me 

XXIV. Domini est terra 
XXVII. Dominus illuminatio 

XXXI. In TV, Domine f speravi 
XXXII. Beati quorum 
XXXIV. Benedicam Domino . 

XXXV. JudicOf Domine . 
XXXVII. Noli amulari . 
XXXVIII. Domine, ne in furore 
XL. Ejppectans expectavi 
XLI. Beatus qui intelligit 
XLII. Q^emadmodum 
XIAX. Audite h€Bc,omne8gente8 

LI. Miserere mei^ Deus . 
LXVI. Jubilate Deo 
LXIX. Salvum mefac 
LXXI. In Tey Domine, speravi, 
LXXIII. Quam bonus Israel Deus 
LXXVII. Voce mea ad Dominum 
LXXXVI. Inclina, Domine 
LXXXVIII. Domine Deus . 

XC. Domine, r^gium noster 
XCI. Qui habitat 
CII. Domine, exaudi . 
CIII. Benedic, anima mea . 
CXIII. Laudate,pueri, Dominum 
CXIX. 

25. Adhasit pavimento 
40. Legem pone'. 
73. Manus tuafecerunt me 
105. Lucema pedibus meis 
CXXI. Levavi oculos . 
CXXVII. Nisi Dominus 
CXXX. Deprofundis 
CXXXIX. Domine, probasti . 
' CXLIII. Domine, exaudi 
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Cable Df Scripture Hecttonsi 

ContaincTi in ti^is Idool. 



The Lections thus marked * have 

PAOB 

•Gen. xxii 180 

Exod. xU. I 293 

Deut. xxvii. 15 54 

*1 Sam. xvi. 23 47 

*2 Sam. xvi. 23 ; and part 

of xvii 130 

2 Kings XX. 1 :.. 215 

Job 1.1 265 

„ ii. 1 257 

„ V.6 289 

„ vii. 17 256 

„ xiv.l 245 

„ xix. 1 270 

„ xxii. 21 285 

.. xxxui. 8 262 

Prov. ii. 1 284 

„ iv. 18 287 

Eccles. ix. 10 288 

„ xii. 1 278 

Isaiab xxxviii. 10 91 

„ xl. 1 261 

„ xl. 28 255 

„ Ii. 4 276 

„ lii. 1 264 

„ liu. 1 254 

„ Uv. 1 250 

„ liv. 11 243 

,, Iv. 1 259 

„ Ixi. 1 249 

Jerem. ix. 23 290 

Lam. iii. 22 244 

Ezek. xviii. 1 274 

Jonah i. 17 ; and ii 272 

Micah vi. 6 292 

Hab.iii. 1 267 

Mai. iii. 13 260 

Ecclus. ii 71 

„ iv. 11 281 

„ v.l 280 

y, xxii. 27; and part 

of xxiii 283 

„ xxxviii. 1 286 

„ xxxviii. 16 172 

S. Matt. V. 3 289 

viii. 5 209 

XV. 21 220 



Expositions appended to them. 

PAGB 

S. Matt, xviii. 21 291 

XXV. 1 244 

XXV. 14 273 

„ XXV. 31 269 

S. Mark xvi. 14 211 

S.Luke iv. 38 2J2 

„ vu. 37 83 

,, xi. 5 280 

xii. 1 275 

xii. 16 277 

„ xii. 35 288 

„ XV. 11 57 

„ xvi. 19 249 

* „ xvii. 11 151 

,, xxiii. 39 . . .. 139 

S. John iv. 46 285 

* „ V. 1 153 

▼.24 18 

„ xi. 1 251 

„ xiv. 1 263 

„ XV. 1 282 

,, xviii., xix 222 

Acts ix. 36 218 

* „ XX. 7 109 

Rom. viii. 14 256 

„ vm.3i 245 

ICor. xi.23 294 

„ XV. 35 246 

„ XV. 20 255 

2 Cor.iv. 14; and part of v. 248 

Ephes. iv. 17 292 

Phil. iii. 7 262 

1 Thess. iv. 13 258 

*lTim.ii. 13 116 

„ vi. 6 74 

Heb. xi. 36 ; and part of xii. 101 

Heb. xii. 5 18 

S. James iv. 6 258 

„ iv. 13 267 

„ V.7 265 

1 S.Pet. i.3 260 

„ ii. 20 284 

„ iv. 12 287 

1 S. Johni.5 279 

Rev. viL9 ;. 271 
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CORRIGENDA. 

pp. 11, 13, 15. In running title, for communion readvisiTA- 

TION. 

p. 162. The prayer ** O Almighty God " should follow the 

rubric, p. 165. 
p. 320. In the two last lines dele the words "as is showed in 

another place more at large." 
p. 624. Line 8 from bottom, for "doings '' read " doing." 
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